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. Conjectures touching the dates of that mirth that the 
meeting a ſome ne naturally excite in one another. 


Hybr. X THAT tall PO ISIS is this, _ 
0 Cuphophron, that you 

have got thus unexpectedly 1 into your ar- 
bour ? os 
Cuph, The talneſs diſcovers what it is, 
1 theorboe. J obſerving yeſternight how 
wſically given the company was, inſtead 
of Hylobares' whiſtle, (which is more uſu- 
ally play'd upon . e bears or dancing- 


dogs than before. philoſophers or perſons fl 


of any quality) have provided this more 
grave and genteel inſtrument for them that 
have a mind to play and ſing to it, that ſo 
ey may, according to the manner of Py- 
agoras, after our philoſophical diſſertati- 
ons, with a ſolemn fit of muſick ditmits 
our compaled minds to reſt, 


D d Sopbr. 
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Sophr. You abound in all manner of cj. 
vilities, Cuphophron: But do not you 


| play on this inſtrument yourſelf? 


_ Cuph. No, alas! it is too tall for me, 


my fingers will not reach the frets. But 


ſometimes with a careleſs ſtroke I bruſh 


the Gittar, and pleaſe myſelf with that 


more caly melody. 
Hyl. And it would pleaſe any one liv. 


| ing to ſee Cuphophron at that graceful = 
exerciſe, ſo as I have ſometimes taken 
him; he 1s fo like the ſign at the other 


end of the ſtreet, . 
Cuph, This wag Hylobares, I dare ſay, 
means the ſign of the ape and the fiddle. 


This is in revenge for the diſparagement I 


did his beloved Syrinx, the Arcadian 
nymp n. | 


_ Philop, IJ never heard that Hylobares 


had any Miſtreſs before. 

Hl. This is nothing, Philopolis, but 

the exaltedneſs of Cuphophron's fancy 

and expreſſion; a poetical periphraſis of 

my flagellet, which in diſparagement be- 
ie he called a i.... 

 Philop. But your imagination has been 


more than even with him, if he interpret 


you aright. Let me intreat of you all 
love, Hylobares, to ſuppreſs ſuch light 


and ludicrous fancies in ſo ſerious a meet- 
ing. 55 Ex. 


ö 


— — 


— ——BV— —— — 


eee r bo : hos 
* n + oY * — * — FX Sy a 9 — r 


— f 
Of the Providence of Gov. 2881 
Hl. J ſhall endeavour to obſerve. your 

commands for the future, O Philopolis, 

but I ſuſpect there is ſome ſtrange. reck 
or efflux of atomes or particles. 


(Cuph. Of particles, by all means, Hy- 
tobares, for that term is more Carteſian.) 
Hyl. Which fume out of Cuphphron's 
body, and infect the air with mirth, tho? 
all be not alike ſubject to the contagion, 
But for myſelf, I muſt profcſs, that mere- 
ly by being in Cuphophron's preſence I 
find myſelf extremely prone to mürth, 
even to ridiculouſneſs, © 
Philop. As young men became diſpoſed 
to virtue and wiſdom merely by being in 
the company of Socrates, tho? he ſaid no- * || 
thing unto them 1 . 
Cupb. And J mult alſo proteſs that - Hy- 
lobares is not much behind-hand with 
me. For I can never meet him, but it 
makes me merry about the mouth, and 
my heart is inwardly tickled with a ſecret 
joy. Which, for the Credit of Des. Cartes s 
philoſophy, I eaſily acknowledge may be 
from the mutual recourſe and mixture of 
our exhaled atomes, or rather particles, as 
Corteſius more judiciouſly calls them: for 
theſe particles are not indiviſible. Some 
alſo are ready to quarrel one another at 
the firſt meeting, as well as Hylobares 
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and I to be merry: and you know ſome 


the ſtrongeſt wines. 


* : CL I 


chymical liquors, tho? quiet and cool ſe pa- 


rate, yet mingled together will be in ſuch 
a fageful fermentation, that the glaſs will 


grow hot to the very touch of our fingers, 
Euiſt. This is learnedly deſcanted on 


by Cuphophron: but, by the favour of ſo 
great a -philoſopher, I ſhould rather re- 
| ol " 


ve the probleme into fone reaſon analo- 


gous to that of thoſe ſeeds which Solinys 
tays tthe Thracans at their feaſts caſt in- 
to the fire, the fame whereof ſo exhila- 


tated rheir ſpirits, that they were no lets 
merry than if they had drank liberally of 


F 


Ml. Poniponius Mela alſo relates | the 
fame of them. But nothing, methinks, 


illuſtrates the nature of this Phanomenou 
better than that experiment of a certain 


Ptarmicon, (ſeed or powder, I do not 


well remember) which caſt ſecretly into 
| the fire will unexpectly ſet the company 
| a-ſnczing. - Such I conceive to be the 
hidden efluyia of Cuphophron's comple- 
xion, which thus ſuddenly excites theſe 
ridiculous flaſhes of my ungovernable fan- 


cy, to the juſt ſcandal of the more grave 
and ſober: Which extrayagance I muſt 


confeſs is ſo much the more unpardonable 


+ Polybit. c. 15: + Deſituarbis I. 2. c. 2. 


laden with the moſt tragical ſcenes that 
are exhibited on this terreſtrial globe; 
which endeavour to bear againſt all thoſe 
ponderous reaſons, thoſe dexterous ſolu- 
tions and ſolid mſtructions which Philothe- 


rat or moral evils in the world? 


anſwered touching mora 
tions feemed to my reaſon firm enough: 


wy phancy was ſoon born down into a 
_ difidence and ſuſpicion, that there is no 


that more than ordinary chearfulneſs raiſed | 
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to myſelf, by how muck my own mind has 
been ſince our laſt meeting more heavy- 


us yeſterday fo {kilſully produced in the 
DD, 55 
 Philop. Why, what remains of difficul. 
ty, Hylobares, either touching the natu- 


U. Hylobares his relapſe into diſſetilement of mind 
touching Providence, with the cauſe thereof. 


Hyl. Touching the natural evils, Phi- 
lopolis, I reſt ſtill pretty well ſatisfy'd; 
and in that general way that PhiJotheus 

; evils, his ſolu- 


but when in folitude T recounted with my 
{elf more particularly the enormous de- 
forraities and defes that every-where 
are confpicuous in the nations of the earth, 


ſuch accurate providence (as Philerbeus 
contends for) which does ſuperintend the 
affairs of mankind, _ | 


Bath, That is to ſay, Hylobares, | aſtet 


ts 
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in your =_ by your re-acquaintance 
with thoſe many and moſt noble truths 
that Philotheus recovered into your mind, 
_ (by his wiſe diſcourſe) at which the ſoul 
of man, at her firſt meeting with them a- 


Zain, is as much tranſported, as when two 


ancient friends unexpectedly meet one an- 
other in a ſtrange country, as Iamblic bus 
ſomewhere has noted, I ſay, after this 
more than uſual tranſport of joy, your ſpi- 
rits did afterward as much fink and flag, 
and ſo melancholy impofed upon your fun- 

9. But there is no fear, things having 
lucceeded fo well hicherto, but Philothcus 

will revive you, and diſſipate theſe clouds 
that ſeem ſo dark and diſmal to your me- 


lancholized imagination. * 
M.. I believe you will more confident. 


ly conclude it melancholy, Bathynous, 


When you have heard what an affrighttul | 
--. puzzle one thing then ſeemed to me. 


Bat... I pray you, Hylobares, propound | 
TW 
1 m. Paucity of philoſophers no blemiſn to Divine Provi- 


hl. Well, I ſhall, Bathynous, and it 


E is briefly this; How ſqualid and forlom 
tze world ſeemed to me by reaſon there 


Aare ſo very few philoſophers in it. For 
the reſt of mankind ſcemed: to me little to 
differ from baboons or beaſts. Cub. 
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-  Cuph. O Hylobares, how dearly could 


T hug thee for this meditation! This is a 
conſideration framed after the ſentiments 


of my own heart, It is a thing I have 
oſten in ſecret hewailed the world for even 


With fears, I mean, for the paucity of 
pbilsſophers ; and then molt of all, that a+ 
mongſt thefe few there ſhould be ſo very. 
few pure and thorough-paced . Carteſians, 
Theſe ſerious thoughts in private have af 


fitted my heart very fore. 


Philoth. I pray you, Cuphophron, be of |} 
good comfort, and you, Hylobares, let not 
this ſcene ſeem ſo tragical to you. For it is a 
great queſtion, whether the philoſophers be 


not more ridiculous, than they, that are ac- 


counted none, deplorable or contemptible. Be. 
ſides, why is this to be charged upon Pro- 


vidence, that there are ſo few? The book 
of nature lies open to all, and the generali- 


ty of men have wit for obſervation : But it 


is their own fault, that they had rather 


| pleaſe their ſenſes than exerciſe and im- 


prove their reaſon. But admit that few are 


born to philoſophy, yet all in a manner 
ate born to ſar better matters: that is to 


tay, It is in the power of every man to 
be religious, juſt, and virtuous, and to en- 


joy the wholſome pleaſures of the animal 
lite in a pious and rational way. Where- + 
Oy NO Oe, I = 
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286 Of the Providence of God, 
fore there being ſo ſhort a cut every-where 
to prudence and religion, (if a man be ſin- 
cere and faithful, 1 fee not how any one 
is excluded from the moſt ſubſtantial hap. 
* human nature is capable of. But 
for other knowledge, if it were very 

man's, it were {carce the enjoyment of a- 
ny man. But the confident ignorance of 
the rude and the unexpected paradoxical 
neſs of the ſkilful do fitly furniſh out the 
ſtage of things, and make more for the 
or and pleaſure of life, and enhanfe 
the price and compenſate the labour of 
finding out or apprehending the more ab. 
ſtruſe theories in philoſophy. Ih 
But this peculiar philoſophical happineſs 
s but a very ſmall acceſſion to that h , 
happineſs which is common to all men, if 
they be not wanting to themſelves; as, To | 
. be * to a man's Prince, To be true to 
is religion ſo fur as it is true, To deat 
 « faithfully with all men, to be find to bis. 
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neighbours, to relieve the oppreſſed, To 


be an hearty lover of God and of the whole 
creation. A man thus afſccted, and armed 
with ſo much prudence as not to deny or 
aſſert any thing beyond his clear compre- 
henſion and ſkill in ſpeculative matters, 
but to admire and adore the ineffable wit- 
dom of his Creator, this man, I fay, 4s 4 
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more complete, perfect and unexceptio- 
nable perſon, and more {ſolidly happy, 


than any philoſophers I know that have 


leſt their writings to the world as a laſting 


teſtimony of their wit, Des-Cartes himſelf 


not excepted ; whole groſs extravagancics 
(ſoch as making brutes mere machine's, 
the making every extenſion really the ſame 
with matter, his averring all the pheone- 
nd of the world to ariſe from mere mecha- 
nical cauſes) will be more ſtared upon and 


hooted at by impartial poſterity, than any 
other pieces of wit he may have light on 
can be admired or applauded: which ha- 


zard thoſe that adhere only to virtue and 

true piety are always ſecure from. 
Hyl. What think. 

Den . 
Cuph, With Philotheus' leave, I think 


the Carteſian philoſophy a very fine thing 
{or all this. What think you, Hylobarcs ? 
Hl. J think Philotheus has ſpoken in 


the main very ſolidly and home to the 


purpoſe, and that the prudent virtuous 


man is far a more noble and goodly ſpec- 
tacle than any philoſophical knight-erraut 


wiatſoever, If he can blow away the reſl of 


hoſe miſts and clouds that fit upon my 


mind with like facility, I hope I ſhall be 


in an utter incapacity of railing the leaſt 
TE a | doubt 


you of this, Cupho- 
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doubt concerning Providence for the fu. 

„„ % rd ore 125 gh 

_ _ Philop. Try what Philotheus can do, 

Hylobares. Propound to him the reſt of 

your difficulties. 

IV. Reaſons in general of the groſs deformity in the reli- 

gions and cuſtoms of the ſavage nations, as alſo of the 
variety of this deformity in manners and cuſtoms. 


Hl. The reſt of my difficulties, O Phi- 
lotheus, ariſe from the view of the man- 
ners and religions of the barbarons nations, 
ſuch as they are deſeribed in hiſtory, and 
which indeed are ſuch, ſo ſordid and ridi- 
culous, ſo horrid and enormous, that they | 
would even force a man's fancy into a dil- 
truſt that in thoſe nations Divine Provi- 

dence has quite forſaken the earth. For 

if ſhe caſt her eye upon them, why does 
ſhe not either reform them, or confound | 
- ghend abd deffroy them? © - 

_ Philoth. That the face of things, in 
ſome parts of the barbarous nations eſpec- 
ally, looks very durtily and difmally, I 
cannot but acknowledge : but the cauſes | 
being found out, admiration ought to cealc. | 
For that mankind is in a lapſed condition 

it cannot be denied, nor that a great part 
of the inviſible powers are ſunk into the 4 
nimal life with them. Now that which 1s 
the moſt high and powerful in the animal 
life will not let its hold go ſo long as it 

GO can 
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can hang on. Whence the moſt active ſpi- 
rits in this region get the dominion over 
the more paſſive, and the kingdom of the 
prince of the air has proved very large o- 
ver the nations of the earth, they being ſo 
deeply lapſed and immerſed into the ani 
mal nature, Wherefore we cannot expect 


but that both the rulers and the ruled ha- 


ving fallen from the holy light and the 
divine benignity of the æthereal nature, 


that the effects of that government and the 
carb of their manners ſhould: be cruel, 


ſgualid, deformed and ridiculotes; a judi- 


cious ſenſe of true pulchritude and decen- 
ey not being able to reſide in ſo dark and 


diſtempered complexions, and their envi- 
ous guardians Caring more to tyrannize o- 
ver them and to make ſport with them, 
than to ſpare them or to be true guides to 
them in any thing. All therefore that can 


be done is, to mitigate as well as we can 
the ſad horrour and mad aſpect of this 


ſtrange theatre, which ſtrikes the fancy. ſo 
ſtrongly and fo harſhly. For the wound, 


by your own propoſal of the difficulty, 

Hylobares, I perceive reaches no farther 
than the fancy; which is an intimation the 
veiter parts of your mind ſtand found; And 


there is another paſſage I noted, which I 
mall make uſe of for the cure of your fan- 
. LES ; 
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290 Of the Providence of Go p. 12 
ey alſo, viz, that this ſualid face of things 
is only in thoſe barbarous nations; where. 
in there is imply'd a tacite conceſſion that 
the civilized parts of the world are at leaſt | 
„%%% 39139 £7054 85 
hl. J muſt confeſs it ſeems to import 
— ͤ 
Pypiloth. And the Chriſtian world moſt 
JJ ans fo Rong 
Ahl. One would think fo, Philotheus. 
Phbiloth. Wherefore to ſatisſie your reg: 
fon and quiet your fancy, if any of us ſhall. 
| ſhew that either there is no great hurt in | 
ſuch cuſtoms of the barbarous nations that 
' feem ſtrange and uncouth to us, or that we | 
ourſelves have ſomething analogous to 
them, much of this ſurpriſing horrour and 
aſtoniſhment will be taken off 5 
Hyl. 1 hope fo, . 


Philoth. In the mean time it is worthy 
the noting in general, That there being 
- this lapſe in mankind, it is far better that 
| their obliquities, and deformities in man- 
| ners and religion be very much yaricd, 
| than that they ſhould be every-where one 
and the fame, For that would make tra 
| ereſ/ſion look more like a due and ſettled 
a of life and firm reaſon : But now the 
freeneſs of the internal ſpirit of man, that 
is ſo active and refleCtive, having 3 


f * 


the animal life into ſuch varieties of foole- 


ries and vanities, whether national, pro- 
vincial or perſonal, we become a mutual 
theatre one to another, and are in a better 
capacity of cenſuring what is evil in our- 
ſelves by reflecting upon others; the de- 
formities we eſpie in others being nothing 
elſe but a he ag ak parable touching 


ourſelves. For the whole maſs of man- 


kind is ike a company fallen aſleep by the 
fire · ſide, whom ſome unlucky wag has 
ſmutted with his ſooty and greazy fingers, 
and when they awake, every one laughs 
at the falſe beards and antick ſtrokes in o 
ther mens faces, not at all thinking of 


his own. But aſſuredly it is a very eaſy 


intimation to him to reflect upon him- | 
ſelf, and to look into the glaſs whether he 
be not ſmutted alſo, Wherefore ſeeing . 
there muſt be faults in the world, methinks 
it is more agreeable to reaſon and Provi- - 
dence, that there be a variation of them, 
tho' the ſtrangeneſs thereof ſurprifes us 
than that the jar ſhould be always on the 3 
lame ſtring; that folly and wickedneſs 

may not ſeem {familiar to us in every place 


we meet with it, but that we may be a- 


ſtartled at the new and unexpected guizes - 


thereof in others, and thereby take occa- 
on to examine if we have nothing a-kin 


. 
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to it in ourſelves, This may be faid in 


general, Hylobares, but to particulars no ; 
anſwer can be returned, till you Propound 
them. A 


V. Of the bnabarons dane of going naked. 
l. That I ſhall do as * occur to 


my mind; but I muſt implore the aid of 


Eviſtor where J am at a los. 
The firſt brutiſh and barbarous cuſtom 


that occurs is the going ſtark naked, as 
ſome nations do, if my Wemory fail me 


not. 
Bui. The inhabitants of che Welt! in- 


dies did fo, as Americus Veſputius reports. 


And Paulus Venetus relates the ſame of 


the Abraiamim in the kingdom of Lae, A- 
gain, in the Weſt-indies particularly the 
maids of Veneſuella are ſaid to 80 as na- 
ked as they were born. 


| Philoth. I do not deny but hs 4 ſme 


nations may go ſtark naked, as queſtion- | 
leſs there may be many with little or no 


covering on them, the parts of modeſi 


- excepted : but as to theſe latter, that this 
is any ſuch flaw in Providence, I under 
{ſtand not. For the clemency of the clime 
under which theſe people live, the good- 
1y ſtructure of their bodies, the true ſhape 
and ſymmetry of parts, their prodigious 
agility, ſtrength and nimbleneſs in run- 


ning, 


— 
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ping, ſwimming and dancing, their freedom 


from care of providing, and the trouble of 
putting on and putting off their garments, 
their long lives, unwrinkled ſkins, eaſy 
child-birth, virgin: like breaſts, and unſo- 


philticated venery, the impoſture and gul- 
lery of fine clothes, (like pernicious ſauce) 

never begetting in them a falſe appetite, 
nor adminiſtring occaſion of laſcivious fan- 


cies; I ſay, theſe are ſo conſiderable con. 


comitants of the nakedneſs of theſe peo-- 
ple, (which hiſtorians jointly take notice 
of) that it may not only apologize for this 
ſceming barbarity, but put us to a ſtand 
whether they be not either more rational 


on more fortunate in this point than the ci- 


vilized nations. I am ſure, ſome ſects of 


the civilized world look upon it as a piece 


of perfection to imitate them, if not to out · 
do them, as the Adamites and ſuch like, 
And thoſe two ſeverer {ects of philophers, 
the Stoicks and Cynicks, will abert them 


in it, who contend there is no turpitude 


im any thing but ſm: from which they 
willingly. acquit the the works of God and 
nature. T hat more general ſhame in man. 

Lund, of having their more uncomely parts 
feen, is undoubtedly an indication by God 


and nature, that we are born to higher 
#i1d more excellent things than theſe corpo- 


real 
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real pleaſures, But to be aſhamed to be 
naked, and yet not to forbear thoſe ſins 
that this ſhame was intended a bar to, ſuck 


as whoredom, adultery and ſodomy, is to 


turn their clothing intocloaks of hypocriſie, 
and to be but apes and ſatyrs ſtill in green 
coats. This is a taſt of what may be {aid | 
touching fuch uncouth ſpectacles. But it 


would be too laborious a taſk for me, Hy- 


lobares, to anſwer every particular you _ 
may produce. I had rather empioy my 


thoughts, while you are propoſing them 


to others, in finding out ſome ſummary 


anſwer to all, mo fuller view of your 
allegations, or | 
_ _  Philop. Philotheus makes but a rex 


uiſtor's relations. 


ſonable motion, Hylobares. Give him 


ſome reſpite, and propound your particu 7 


lars in common to all, or any that are rea | 


„% 063 29 0911 
Cupb. A very good motion, Philopolis, | 


VI. Ofthe ridiculous deckings and adornings of the bar- 


barians, 


hl. The next then, Cuphophron, ſhall 


| be touching the ridiculous adornings or 


 deckings of the Barbarians, The embrov 


dering of their ſkins with flowers, tors, 
birds, and ſuch like pleaſant figures, this 
indeed has as little hurt in it as that kind 
of work in womens petticoats, But the. 
"rr painting, 
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5 painting of their tkins with ſerpents and 


ugly beaſts, as the Virginians are ſaid to 
do, how vilely mft that needs look? 
| Cuph, That's a light buſineſs, Hyloba- 
res, if you conſider the deſign, which I 
ſuppoſe is to make them look more terrible 
of aſpe& ; a thing that ſeems to be affec- 
tcd in the civilized parts of the world, 
many families bearing coats of arms where- 
in are ſeen as venemous and poiſonous 
monſters. Not to add how general an hw 
mour it is amongſt men, to defire power 
more than goodneſs, and to be feared rather 
than to be /oved. „; ?ͤ ! 10 Where 
Euiſt. But what ſay you, Cuphophron, 
to the gentry of Calecut, who ſtretch their 
cars as low as their ſhoulders, that they 
| may be large enough to be laden with va 
ricty of rich jewels ? RE TL . 
| wy i I fay it is not ſo unhandſome, it 
may be, Eviſtor, as unſafe, unleſs they be 
well guarded. It is a fair invitation to have 
them effectually pulled by the ears, tothe 
hazard of their ears and jewels at once. 
Euiſt. Indeed I think fo too, Cupho- 
phron. But what ſhall we think of the Tar. 5 
tars and Maldives cutting off all their hair 
_ of the upper lip??? +5017: 
Cuph. Why, Euiſtor, I think it an ex- 
cellent way for che more cleanly drinking, 


and ſupping of their pottage, Enuiſt. 


— FeatthnGt odor DA 
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 _ Ezaſt. But is it not very ridiculous in 
the Virginians, to cut away half of their 
upper and lower beards, and leave the & 
ther half behind, OS. 
Cupb. It is not, I muſt confeſs, fo fight. 
5 iy But who knows but that there may be 
Im 


the a 
Veneſuella! | 


Oo K 
1 — — * 2 . 


e uſefulneſs of it, as in the Amazons 


ceutting off their right breaſts, the better to 


draw their bow and arrow? It may be al. 


ſo, when they take tobacco, they ſlaver on 1 


the ſhora fide of their chin, 
** _ But O the beauty of black teeth, | 
ected ornament of the inhabitants of | 


Cupb. And ſo it may be, for ought we 


know, as lovely as black hair and black 
eyes and eye-brows: a black fet of teeth 
would fit excellently well with theſe. For 
my part, I know not whether jet or ivory | 


looks more pleaſantly; either, methinks, 


looks more handſomely than a row oftectn 


s yellow as box, which is the more or. 


Euiſt. But the laws of miction amongſt 


| thoſe of the Weltindies, is a pitch of fl. 


venlineſs beyond all cyniciſin, the men 


and women not ſticking to let fly their u- 
rine even while they are converſing with 


Cub. T lat is very conſequentiall) 


done, 
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| done, Euiſtor, to that ſimple ſhameleſneſs | 
of being ſtark naked. For it is thoſe parts, | 
rather than any loathſomeneſs in the liquor 
that proceeds from them, (which is both 
' wholeſome to be drunk in ſundry caſes, 
and many times pleaſant to the ſmell) that = 
require ſecrecy in that evacuation. Where- 
fore there ſeems more of judgment than 
ſottiſoneſt in this cuſtom, unleſs in the o- 4 
ther exoneration they ule the like carelef: | 
nels. i i „„ . : 
Euiſt. Cautious beyond all meaſure. No |} 
miſer hides his bags of muck with more | 


care and ſecrecy than they endeayour to 
unload themſelves of that depoſitum of na- 
ture. They are very Eſenes in this point 
_ ofcleanlineſs, O Cuphophron. 8 1 
Cupb. Why, this makes amends for the g 
former : I thought they would eaſily ſmell | 
out the difference. e 
hl Methinks, Euiſtor, you aſk a lit- 
ue out of order. The preſent theme is the 
deckings of the barbarous nations. But you 
lee, Cuphophron is excellently well ap- 


pointed for all. 2 ˙ 29} 26 tenets 

_ Cuph, An univerſalized ſpirit, a foul 

roughly reconciled to the ceconomy-of 
the world, will not be at a loſs for an apo- 


logy for any phenomenon. 


—_ 


Euiſt. There are far harder than theſe 
DO N 1 
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to come, O Cuphophron. But I will only 
give one ſtep back touching ornaments. Is 

not that bravery which Americus Veſputi. 
us records in his voyage to the New found. 
world very ghaſtly and tragical? For he 
| __ ſundry of thoſe nations had quite ſpoil- 
ed their viſages, by boring of many great 
holes in their cheeks, in their chaps, in 
their noſes, lips and ears; and that he ob- 
| ſerved one man that had no leſs than ſeven 
holes in his face, ſo big as would receive 
2 Damaſk prune, In theſe they put blew 
fone, cryſtal, wory, or ſuch like orna- 
ments. Which I the eaſilier believe to be 
true, having ſpoke with thoſe myſelſthat 
have ſeen Americans with pieces of car- 
ved wood ſtuck in their cheeks. 3 
Sopbr. Cuphophron ſcratches his head 
as if he were ſomething at a loſs. In the 
mean time, Euiſtor, take this till Cupho- 
 Phron has excogitated ſomething betier. 

That which is rare (we know) is with all 

nations precious, and what is precious 

' they love to appropriate and transfer upon 

themſelves as near as they can: whence 
rich men eat many times not what is whol- 
ſomeſt, but the hardeſt to be got. So if 
there be any thing more coſtly than ano- 
ther, they will hang it on their bodies, 
tho* they cannot put it into their 2 : 
#3... NE 0 1UC i 


Of the Providence of G op. | 299 


ſuch as their car-rings and jewels. But 


theſe Barbarians ſeem to exceed them in 
the curioſitie of their application of theſe 


prectolities, they fully implanting them in- 
to their very fleſh, as if they were part 


of their natural body. 


hl. Well, Sophron; but how rude and 


ſottiſn are they in the mean time, that 
they thus cruelly wound their poor car- 

caſes to ſatisfy the folly of their pride and 
lancy s n 


Sophr. But the boring of the face and 
the flaſhing of the ſkin I believe will prove 
more tolerable, than the cutting and piercing 


of the heart with care and anxiety, which 
the pride of more civilized places cauſes 
in men of high ſpirits and low fortunes. 


Beſides, Hylobares, it may be our igno- 
rance to think they undergo ſo much pain 


in the proſecution of theſe phantaſtick hu- 
mours, For theſe holes and flaſhes may 


be made in their bodies when they are 
young, like inciſions on the bark of a tree 
or a young pumpion, that grow in bigneſs 


with the growth of theſe plants. And how 

iafcly and inoffenſively {uch things may 
be practiſed on young children, the wring- 
ing off the tails of puppets, and circumci- 
lon of infants uſed by ſo many nations, 
are ſufficient examples. 


Ft = Cipb. ; 
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Cupb. I thank you for this, Sophron ; 
ſome ſuch thing I was offering at, but you 
have prevented me, Proceed, Euiſtor or 
 Hylobares, whether of you will  _ 

VII. Thelawleineſs of the Barbarians and their groſs ex 


travagancies touching wedlock apologized for by Cu- 
hophron, Advocate-general for the Paynims, | 


Ayl. J prithee, Euiſtor, puzzle Cupho- 
Phron, if you can, touching the political 
government of the Barbarians, 

Cuiſt. Does not that ſeem maryeilous | 
brutiſh, O Cuphophron, that in ſome places 
they had no. government at all, as in Cuba 
and New-Spain, whoſe inhabitants went 
naked, acknowledged no Lord, but lived 
in common liberty, as Coſmographers wit 


nel? . 
Cuph, Is that fo unreaſonable or bru- 
tiſh, O Euiſtor, that thoſe that are not bur- 
thened with the incumbrance of riches 
ſhould neglect the uſe of laws; the chict- 
_ eſt controverſies amongſt men ariſing con- 
cerning honours and wealth, thoſe two 
great incitements to injuſtice ? Wherefore 
thoſe Barbarians ſeem ſo far from any de- 
generacy in this, that they rather reſemble 


the prime val ſimplicity of the golden age, 


where there was neither judge nor goaler, 
but common liberty prevented all occaſi- 
ons of injury. Here adultery was found 
impoſſible, there being only difference of 
F > * 4 ſexes, 
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ſexes, no diſtinction of rhe married and un- 
married ſtate, or appropriation of any ſingle 
female to one ſolitary man, Which ma | 
eminent ſages of Greece (to omit the {uf 
frage of ſome of the more ſpiritually pre- 
tending ſectaries of this preſent age) have 
ook d upon as a ſpecial part of the moſt 
perfect platform of a common- wealth their 
wildom could excogitate. Afuredly the 
power of nature is ſo wire. drawn through | 
ſo many ceremonious circumſtances, of pa- 
rentage, of portion, of alliances, and then 
> fertered and confined by the religious 
tic of marriage, whether. the parties can 
well hit it or no, that her vigour is very 
much broken, the generations of men 
weakned, and their days ſhortned, in moſt 
parts of the civilized world: whenas thoſe 
tenants in common you {peak of, ſeldom are 
ſick, and ordinarily live to an hundred and 
filty years, as I have read in hiſtorians. 
So that the confinements of the law of mar- 
riage ſeem inſtituted for the good of the 
ſoul rather than the health and ſirength of 
the body. But outward laws not reaching 
aduſterous affections, the hypocrific of the 
civilized nations has made them too often. 
lorſeit the ſincere good of both grace and 
nature at once. 


Sophr. This is ſmartly, but madly and 
©. E * 


* 
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fſurprizingly, ſpoken, Cuphophron, and more 
like a poet or philoſopher than like a Chri- 
8 NE NTT 
Cuph. This is nothing againſt the fe. 
city of the laws of Chriſtianity, which un- 

doubtedly are infinitely above nat only the 
lawieſneſs, but the beſt laws of other na 
tions. But foraſmuch as J find myſelf as it 


were adyocate-general of the Paynms, I 


molt plead their cauſe, and make their calc 
as tolerable u Ie 
Bath. Which you do, Cuphophron, over. 
lawyer-like, ſupporting your clients witl- 
out any regard to the truth, while you im- 
pute the health and longevity of theſc 


Barbarians to their promiſcuous venery, ra- 


ther than to their ranging, abroad in the c- 
pen air, to their faſtings and huntings, and 
other hardſhips of life. But J have inter- 
„%%% OT ng 

 £Ewft..I pray you then, Mr, Advocate, 


| what (ay you to that cuſtom of the Weſt 


indians, who offer their wives or daugh- 
ters to a ſtranger in token of friend ſhip 
and hoſpitality? Of the bridegroom's not 
lying with his own bride the firſt night, 
but ſome other of the like quality? Of the 
| King of Calecut, in the Eaſt. indies, his not 
lying with the queen the firſt night, but 


one of the prieſts, who has five hundred 


Crowns 
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crowns for his pains, as you may read in 
the voyage of Ludovicus Patritius ? What 
to the cuſtom of the province of Camul 

belonging to the great Cham, where the | 
maſter of the houſe, in an high ſtrain of | 
hoſpitality, commits his wife and his whole 
family to the ſtranger, to uſe his wife and 
all he has with the ſame liberty himlelt 
doth ; and that his enjoyment may be en- 
tire, quits his houſe for the time, that tre | 
{tranger may ſeem to have no corrival? as 


Paulus Venetus relates. 
Cuph This is marvellous pretty, Euiſ- 
tor. But I conceive the cuſtom comes from 
hence, in that they take marriage to be 
no part of religion, but of nature, and look | 
upon their wives merely as the beſt chatte! 
they have, and therefore in an high {train | 
ol ſriendſhip offer them to be enjoyed by | 
their friends. In which kind fimplicity the |} 
Camulites ſeem to exceed all the ret. | 
Zuiſt. But what think you of the Prieſt | 
of Calecut, Cuphophron? © 
Cupb. I think that his lying with the 
queen the firſt night pretends to an auſpici- 
ous conſecration of her womb to future fer- 
ility; and that his five hundred crowns |} 
arc a reward of this religious performance. 
£1. But it is a ſtrange act of religion, 
10 lie with another man's wife. 


1+ Cuph, 
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+ Cuph, The direction of the! intention, 


8 Euiſtor, is all in all. The prieſt does not 
intend to commit adultery, but to con- 


ſecrate the womb. But what blemiſh is 


this in Providence, that Paynim-prieſts are 


as crafty as ſome of the Chriſtian, who 
upon ſpiritual pretences too often pro- 
mote an intereſt of the world and the fleſh, 


as theſe Calecutpriefts ſeem to do, they | 
both reaping the pleaſure of lying With 


the queen, and eb een the intereſt 
of the prieſthood by mingling the ſacerdo- 
tal wich the royal ſe 10 ed, the firſt· born of the 
qucen being in all likelihood as much the 
ſlon of prieſt as heir to the crown? 
. Philop. I thought Cuphophron had not 
been fo nimble a politician. 
l. His zeal, Philopolis, for the Pay- 
nims makes him more thau ordinar ily quick- 
witted. 
Eu. But Wi excuſe will his wit find 
7 out for the other exceſs in matrimony, that, 
I mean, of the Tartars, who think marti 


3 age ſo holy, that they believe their God 


Natagai to have wife and children, and 
theretore if their ſons or daughters die be- 


1 fore age, yet they celebrate a marriage be- 


twixt parties thus deceaſed, that they may 
be man and wife in the other world? 
Cuph, That they make marriage ſo ſa- 


crame U. 
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cramental a thing, need not ſeem ſtrange 


+0 us. But that they conceit God to have 


wife and children, is more extravagant, 
and yet not much more than that opinion 
ofthe Anthropomorphites, who fancy God 
in the form of a man. Which conceit cer- 


tain monks of Egypt were ſo mad upon, 


chat they forced the Biſhop of Alexandria 
to ſubſcribe it for fear of his life. 
VIII. Of the yvrexonptriuert, and the men of 


- Arcladam that lie in childbed for their wives. 
Euiſt. I perceive no ſmall! matters will 


puzzle Cuphophron's invention: and there- 


fore tho? the YUYLIKOK GOT S(UEVO!, and the 


men of Arcladam that lie forty days in 
childbed for their wives, preſent them- 
ſelves to my memory, yet I will paſs 


them over. „ „ 1 
Cuph. That's a very odd thing of the 

men of Arcladam, Euiſtor: I pray you, 

what is it? oa a Oy ro | 


— £uift. When the woman is delivered, 
e gets out of the bed as ſoon as ſhe can, 

and follows the buſineſſes of the houſe; but 
the man lies in for ſo many days, and does 
all the offices of a mother to the infant, ſa- 


ving the giving it ſuck: and the neigh- 


dours come a goſſiping to the man lying 


taus in bed, as in other countreys they do 
to th woman, And they of Arcladam give 
8 e 
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this reaſon for this cuſtom, becauſe the 
mother had 2 ſufficient ſhare of trouble in 
bearing the child and bringing him forth, 
and that therefore 'tis fit that the man 
mould eaſe her now, and take off part of 
the care to himſelf, as & Paulus Venetus 
— ͤ 
Cupb. If the men of the country had had 
milk in their breafts, which ſeveral men 
have had, according to the teſtimony of | 
many credible writers, philoſophers, phy. 
ficians, and anatomiſts, the cuſtom had | 
been more plauſible, But ſuch as it is, it | 
has its conn as you ſee, and it was not 
4 pure piece of ſottiſnneſs that carried = 
them unto it. And for the yuranongort- 
Uevei, In that the women rule them, it is 
a fign that it is fit they ſhould. For it 1s in 
virtue of their ſtrength, wit, or beauty; aud 
you know the Iambick. EEC 
rer yo; & der rufe r M . 
They choſe their kings of old from the 
beauty of their form, as Lucretius notes. 
And why do men rule the women, but vpcn 
account of more ſtrength or more wildom? 
But where the women rule the men, it is 
a ſign they have more ſtrength or wit, and 
therefore have a right to rule them. And 
8 e indeed 
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jadeed where do they not rule them! ? in. 
ſomuch that the whole world in a manner 


are of the YUYGLINOKQATEjMEVOL. So that 


this is no peculiar diſorder amongſt the 


Barbarians, ſuch as Mela and Diodorus 
Siculus mention. 

Hl. The women are much debolden 
to you, Cuphophron, tor your ſo kind and 
careful patronage of them. 

Cuph. J am of a large ſpirit, Hy lobe 


res; I love to be civil t to all _ leres, 


and perſons. 5. 


IX. Of the Pagans cruelty to their enemies, and inhuman 


humanity to their friends. 


Hl. Cuphophron ſwallows all down ve- 
ry gübly. But, as I remember, there are 
ſome direful ſtories of the Pagans cruelty 


to their enemies, and inhuman humanity to 
their friends, that, methinks, ſhould a lit 


tle turn his ſtomach, Euiſtor. 


Euiſt. There are very ſavage cuſtomes 
recorded in Pomponius Mela touching the 


 Efſedones, Axiacæ and Geloni. The laſt 
clothe themſelves and their borſes with 


the {king of their ſlain enemies; with that 


part of the ſkin that covers the head they 
make a cap for themſelves, with the reſt 
hey clothe their horſes, T he Eſſedones 
brate the funerals of their parents with 
great feaſting and joy, cating their fleſh 
miticed 


| 
| 
„ 
| 
| 
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minced and mingled with mutton ; (which 


is the manner of their burial of them) but 


_ tipping their ſkulls with gold they make 
 drinking-cups of them: as the Axiaca 


quaffe in the heads of their flain enemics, 


as well as drink their blood in the field. 


In Caſtella del Oro the inhabitants alſo cat 
their own dead. But in the ifland Java, as 


Ludovicus Patritins reports, the children 
do not, like the Eſſedones, eat their pa- 


rents, but when they are old and uſeleſs, 
ſell them to the Anthropophagi, as the pa- 
rents do the children, if deſperately and 
irrecoverably ſick in the judgment of the 
pPhyſician. For they hold it the nobleſt 


. Kind of burial to be interred in the belly 
of a man, and not to be eaten by worms : 
to which if any expoſe the body of his 


dead friend, they hold it a crime not io 
be expiated by any ſacrifice. The laws al. 
ſo of the Sardoans and Berbiccæ, which 


lian * relates, are very ſavage ; the one 
_ commanding the ſons to knock the fathers 


o'th*head when they are come to dotage, 


the other prohibiting any to live above ſe. 
Venty years. Or 


l. Stop there, Euiſtor: let's hear what 


excuſe the advocate of the Paynims can 
deviſe for theſe horrid cuſtoms. 
N Cupb. 


* 
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| Cupb. Truly, Hylobares, theſe things 


muſt ſeem very harſh to any civil perſon, 


. eſpectally at the firſt fight, But yet there 
{->ms, if we make farther ſearch, to be 


ſomething commendable at the bottom of 
ſme of theſe, For the parricide that is 
committed by the Sardoans and Berbiccaz 


ſcems to ariſe out of compaſſion to their 
parents, they not enduring to ſee ſo fad a 


lpectacle as helpleſs and weariſome old 
age, a heavy diſeaſe, and yet uncurable 
by any thing elſe but death. And thoſe of 


Java, that ſell, either the parents their ſick 
children, or the children their aged parents, 
to the Cannibals, it is both to eaſe them of 
their pain, and procure them, as they think, 
the moſt honourable burial. And it is no 
mall countenance to theſe barbarous cul- 
tors that Sir Tho, More's Utopia allows 
painful and remedileſs diſeaſes to be ſhort- 


ned by ſome eaſy way of death. Which 
ſcems to me another kind of midwifery, 
to facilitate the birth of the ſoul into the o- 
ther world, as midwives do the entrance 
of the body into this. Which may be the 


reaton why the Eſſedones are ſo jocund at 


the funerals of their friends, they looking 
upon it as their birth-day into the other 


X The | 


fate, 
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X. Their killing men at funerals to accompany the dead. 
Euiſt. Th&Thracians do ſo indeed, if 
we will believe Pomponius Mela, who 
adds, that their wives contend who ſhould 
be buricd with their dead husbands. As al. 
ſo do the Indians. And Acoſta reports that 
the kings of Peru and the nobles of Mexi. 
co had their wives, neareſt friends and ſer 
' yants, killed at their funerals, to bear 
them company into the other world, 
Cupb. This is harſh, I muſt confeſs, Eu- 
iſtor ; but, it may be, not ſo filly and un- 
politick, For this cuſtom might be begun 
for the ſafeguard of husbands and kings 
from being poiſoned by their wives, near- 
eſt friends and ſervants. 
Tuiſt. But what a mad ſolemnity was 
that of the funeral of the great Cham of 
the Tartars, which Paulus Venetus de- 
ſcribes, when his body was carried to the 
mountain * Alchai? For they flew every 
one they met in the way, horſe and man, 


ſaying theſe words, Ite, & Domino noſiro f 


rep! ſervite in altera vita. It is thought no 

les than twenty thouſand men were {lain 
thus on this occaſion at the funeral of the 
great Chara Mongu, There ſcems not in 
this ſo much as any plot or policy, Cupł- 
ophron, but mere ſavage barbarity. 


| Cuph, 


De region orient, I. 1. c. 54. 
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| Cuph. It is very wild indeed, Euiſior : 
but the opinion of the immortality of the 
ſoul and perſonal diſtinctneſs of the decea- 
ſed in the other life is both ſober, religi- 
ons, and philoſophical; and the impreſſi- 
on of the belief thereof on the ſpirits of the 
people very uſeful and political, for the 
making them warlike and juſt ; and this ſo- 
lemnity of more force to impreſs this be- 
lief, than all the ſubtil ratiocinations of the 
J = e 
Eule. But it is fo barbarouſly cruel, O 
Cuphophron. VV 
Cuph. Who knows, Euiſtor, but moſt of 
theſe men were volunteers, and had a mind | 
to ſerve the great Cham in the other world? 
Otherwiſe they might have kept out of the 
way. And the ambition of living princes 
ſends more to Orcus than this ſuperſtition 
about the dead Cham of the Tartars, and, 
methinks, in more uncouth circumſtances, 


For he that dies in the ſervice of his living 


prince leaves him he ſerves, but he that 
dies in love to the deceaſed Cham goes to 
the prince he loves. e 
Euiſt. Very elegantly anſwered, Cupho- 
JJV | | 
Hy]. Cuphophron is ſuch an Oediprs, 
that he will ſtick at the ſolution of no rid- 


le. F. 
Go > A Ie 
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e murthering good men to ſeiz* on 
x their virtues. | 


. But I have one more to try his 
Fill to the purpoſe, an accuſtomary crnel. 
_ ty of the people of Caratam, ſuch as it is 


| hard to ſay whether 3 itbe more ridiculous, 


or barbarous. 


Crph. I pi ith 1CC, Eviſtor, what is it? 1 
love to hear hack ſtories. - 
Euiſt. The forenamed author tells 
that the People in this country, Shen a 
traveller from foreign nations lodges with 
them, the man of the houſe, if he perceive 
the ſtranger to be one of an excellent car- 
riage and virtuous behaviour, prudent and 
ſober in his words and actions, and very 
eminent for his goodneſs and honeſty, he 
| will be ſure to get up at midnight and kill 
| Him, concetting that thereby he {hall tor 
| ever detain the prudence, virtue and ho- 
neſty, nay the very ſou}, of this traveller 
in his houſe, and that he will be a 1 
al lodger there. N 8 
Bath. Surely Euiſtor plays the wag with 
| Cuphophron, and contrives 4 ot to pole 
188 5 
Euiſt. In the word of a gentleman, Ba- 
thynous, I relate no more than what I read, 
and what any one elſe may read, in M. 
Faulus Venctus his hiſtory of the oriental 
| F Cour 
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countreys, in his ſecond book and the for- 
tieth chapter. 1 8 1 . 
(u pb. J could eaſily ſuſpect Hylobares 
of ſuch a piece of waggery, but I believe 
Euiſtor will deal Zona fde with me, and 
play no tricks; and therefore T am glad 

H ylobares has committed this province to 
him. But as for his ſtory of the inhabitants 
of Caraiam, I do not ſee that the cauſe of 
the Paynims is much detrimented thereby. 

It ſhould ſeem theſe Pagans were as gree- | 

du after virtue as the ci yilized nations after | 
money, who ordinarily murther the owner _ 
to make themſelves maſters of it. They 
therefore were more ignorant, but we more 

wicked. But what farther myſtery there 
may be in the matter no man knows, It 
may be they intended the deceaſed for 
tome lar famuliarts, whole foul they would 

| propitiate by ſome religious ceremonies a- 

ter they had treſpaſſed fo far on his bo- 
dy, which they had killed in honour and 
loye to his virtues, tho? with ſmall kindneſs 
to his perſon, But whether it be more to- 
lerable to murther men out of love to their 
virtues, or out of hatred to them, I leave, 
as a new diſquiſition, to more ſubtil caſuiſts. 

I am ſure the Jews had no other cauſe than 

that to Kill our Saviour, altho' they lived 
under the inſtitutes of no leſs noble law- 

Es Ons. -- gone 
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giver than Moſes himſelf, and were then 
the choiceſt part of the civilized world, 
XII. Of the Anthropophagi or Cannibals. 


Hj. You do but play with Cuphophron, 


14 pray you, Euiſtor, try what guſto he hath 
for the diet of the Cannibals. 


Euiſt. Had not you better reſume your 


province, Hylobares, and aſſault him your- 


ſelf 2 


Hh L It cannot be in a better bend than 


ours, Euiſtor, who ſo particularly remem- 

bar tories. Beſides that Cuphophron is out 

of all jealouſy of being abuſed by you, 

- which Will make his anſwers come off more 
glibly. 


Euiſt. Well then, ſince it muſt be ſo, L 


will add to this ſingle example of laying 
men to./e:ze upon their ſouls, that of mur. 


thering them to feed upon their bodies, a 


villany, Cuphophron, very frequently men- 
tioned as well in antient as modern hiftorr 
ans: as of the Anthropophagi about the 
Nyfſean mountains in India, which Euſta- 
- thius notes; as allo thoſe of Scythia, no- 
ted by Pomponius Mela. And Solinus takes 
notice not only of theſe Anthropophagi of 
Sc ythia, but mentions alſo others in thi- 


opla. The truth of which things later dif- 
covertes ſeem to ratify. Chriſtophorus Co- 


lumbus tells us of Cannibals not far from 


the 
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the iſland Hiſpaniola, that eat man's fleſh, 
and ſalt or ſouſe it as we do beet, pork, 
bacon, and brawn : That they geld thoſe 
they take young, as we do capons, to 
make them eat more tender; and keep wo- 
men alive to breed on, as we do hens to 
lay eggs. This iſland of Cambals is called 
n ſula crucis, of which you may read more 
in the voyage of Columbus. The men of 
Zipangai, (that belongs to the Tartar) it 
they light on a ſtranger, unlefs he can re- 
deem himſelf, kill him and eat him, cal- 
ling their friends and kinsfolks to the feaſt, 
2 Timaine a town of Caſtello del Oro, 
they ſold Man's fleſh in the ſhambles, as 
Coſmographers write, As alſo that the Bra- 
ſilians celebrate their feſtivals, making 
themſelves merry over the body of a fat 
man cut into collops; and that the encmies 
they take in war they roaft and eat, dan- 


cing round about them. © 
Lupb. Enough, Euiſtor, my ſtomach is 
ſvrcharged already; nothing is more nau- 
leous than the fancy of thoſe things is to 
me. Nor can I deviſe what may be ſaid in 
the behalf of ſo high barbarities. Only it 
is to be noted, that theſe ſad objects are 
ore a torment to the well-natured living 
than any farther miſchief to the dead: and 
that flaying of men of their eſtates and 
BN . uvelyhood, 


r 
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Iivelyhood, or taking away their lives, is 
an harder cruelty to the ſufferer : and that 
it isnot ſo much the conſcience of decorum, 
as queazineſs of ſtomach, that makes our 

modern Europeans abſtain from their en. 
miles carcaſſes. Beſides, whether is it more 
| barbarons out of ſcorn and hatred to Kill 
' _ men to feed their dogs withal, as the Spal. 

nards uſed the poor Indians, or for the In- 
dians or other Barbarians, out of an appeti- 
| Hous liking of man's fleſh, more honourab- 
 Iytoburyitin their own bowels? a funcral- 
olemnity that ſome of them uſe, and thin 
it the laſt good deed they can do for thcir 
deceaſed friends. Wherefore we can on 
make this deplorable concluſion, That the 
unmercifulneſs of the Europeans is not 
leſs, but their hypocrifie more, than that of 
the uncivilized Indians, For that horror 
they profeſs and abhorrency from the fleſh 
of dead men (which inſtinét, queſtionleſs, 

God and nature has implanted in us as a 

bar againſt all cruelty to our kind)docs not 

keep them off from doing all the real cru 
elty that is committed by the ſavage vai! 
1H ons. Whence they ſeem to me to be {cii- | 
dboendemned, while they boggle at the e's 
Finds of cruelty, and ſo frequently practise 
the greater; training at the gnat, (as !! 
is faid) but in the mean time ale 
1 down the camel. 8 Sophr. 
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Sopbr. I promiſe you, Cuphophron, I 
did not think you could have made ſo 
| _ pailable work out of ſo crooked and knote 
| ty a matter, At leaſt thus much I think is 
| qrve, That to them that make ſo light 
of war and blood-ſhed and murthering of 
| men to ſeize on what they have, to them, 
I fay, to whom this ſubſtantial cruelty 
ſeems tolerable, theſe men ſhould not think 
it intolerable in Providence, that ſhe per- 
mitts thoſe ſlighter and more innocuous ſha- 
| dows thereof. For all thoſe ſeeming cruel- 
| ties are but the flagellation of the abſent, 
and they take up and uſe at their pleaſure 
| only what he has left: but the killing and 
muithering of a man is a preſent torment- 
ing him, and forcible driving him out of 
| all that he has. Which I ſpeak to ſhame 
ma civilized nations, in New ing them 
5 they frequently commit acts that are 
infinitely more cruel and barbarous than 
| thoſe which they themſelves judge the 
| moſt horrid and r of all the acts 
of the Barbarians. 
| Cuph. Iam glad, O Sophron, to ſce 6 
grave a judgment fall in with mine. Uh 
Sophr. 1 muſt confeſs, Serben ee, that 
boa have made a pretty ſhuffling ſhow of 
mitigating the harſhneſs of the ſecular bar - 
barity of the Paynims, as you call Tl , 
ut 
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| | | e. 

g but I fear you will not have half the ſuc. 
j Teſs in palliating the groſs enormitics of 
l their religions. | | on 


. And that, Sophron, is che very 
% next thing that I would have Euiſtor to 
|. exerciſe Mr. Advocate-general's wit in, 
Euiſt. In what, Hylobares? 
jj XIII. Of the atheiſm and the polytheiſm cf the Barkarians, 
Fl. In finding any tolerable excuſe 
for their groſs opinions touching God, for 
| their polytheiſim and idolatry, for their men- 
ſacrifices, devikworſhp, ſacrificing men 19 
the devil, and the like. PE 
Euiſt. T underſtand you, Hylobares, and 
ſhall accordingly propound inſtances to Cu- 
phophron. In the firſt place, therefore, Cu- 
phophron, I pray you, what do you ſay 
to the Braſilians, that are reported to ac. 
knowledge no God at all, and yet to be 
fo addicted to divination, that they grow 
JJ 
Cupb. To this I anſwer, That in that 
| they are ſo much addicted tg divination, it 
is a ſuſpicion that they do believe there is 
2 God; and may be Leadered as Atheiſts, 
becauſe they worſhip no idols nor any vi- 
VVV 
Euiſt. That is very charitably ſurmized 
| of you, Cuphophron, 250 
Cup. But ſuppoſe they n 
1 e | Big: 10 
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how many rhouſands are there of ſuch 
kind of cattle in the moſt civilized parts of 
Europe . 1 
I Ze. But others of the Indians, Cupho- 
KY pbron, to make amends, hold more Gods 
| than one. They of New-England worſhip- 
red Keſan their good God, and the devil 
belide, that he might not hurt them. 
 Cuph, And fo by worſhipping the devil 
icknowledged two ſoveregn powers or 
principles,a good one and a bad one: which 
I tho' it be a great errour, yet is ſuch 
as very great wits have fallen into. For 
dt. Auguſtin himſelf, before he became 
Chriſtian, was a Manichee. And Plutarch, 
| in his Lis and Oſiris, enticles Plato to the 
like errour, 8 ja YU xivEioJ oa Tov 
1%70y. He tells us alſo that Zoroaſter was 
of the ſame opinion; and that they named 
theſe two diſtinct principles Oromaſdes and 
Arctmanius ; and that the Egyptian Oſiris 
ind Typhon anſwer to them. So that it is 
dot any ſign of ſo great ſottiſhneſs, if tbe 
arbarians of America were lapſed into 
%//ͤ ooo nts 
Euift, But your Paynims, © Cupho- 
phron, ſeem to have made not only two, 
but even two thouſand deities, while they 
worſhipped ſun, moon, ſtars, beaſts and 
WE 45 plants, 
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lants, ſea, land, wind, thunder, caves, bills. 
the talleſt and moſt ſpreading trees,naywhat. |. 
ever living-creature they met with firſt in | 
a morning, as ſome chuſe yalentines, or 
rather not chuſe them, but embrace the 
firſt they meet on Valentine's day, 
_ Cuph, This cannot be denied, Eviſtor, 
but that the barbarous nations did religi- 
ous worſhip to innumerable objects of this 
kind, but not as to the ſupreme Power of | 
all, (which was the primary or ultimate ob- 
ject of all their adoration) but rather as to 
images and ſymbols of that ultimate object, 
And how great a part of the civilized | 
world, even of them that are called Chri- 
ſtians, contend that the worſhipping of i- 
mages in ſuch a ſenſe as this is laudable 
r Ns 
Euiſt. I think both much-what alike 
laudable. )))))%CCCͥͥã naps 
Bath, I have thought often of this point, 
and that wy impartially as well as anxt 
ouſly, and J cannot for my life find any 
excuſe for thoſe of the Roman church to 
clear them from idolatry, but the fame | 
with better advantage may be alledged for 
the Pagans, they having no written law a- 
gainſt worſhipping images as the Romanilis 
have, Who acknowledge the Bible to be the 
Word of God. n 
VIV. Of 
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XIV. Of their men- ſacrifices. 3 . 
Euiſt. That is very material, But What 
mitigation can you find out, O Cupho- 
phron, for that horrid and hideous way 
of worſhipping theſe objects, as that of 
Scythians about 'Taurica Cherſoneſus, who 
{acrificea ſtrangers to Diana, that is, to the 
moon? ö 3 NY 

Cup. This is very harſh: but I pray you 

let me aſk you this one queſtion, Euiſtor, 
Did never any man ſuffer in the civilized 
parts of Europe, for being eſtranged from 
certain religious lunacies which bloody 
and tyrannical obtruders urged upon them 
under no lefs penalty than death? 

Finji. 1 muſt confeſs that hiſtory fur- 

_ niſhes us with inſtances of not only many 
hecatombs, but ſeveral thouſands of holo- 
cauſts of man's fleſh butchered by that 
bloody church of Rome, and ſacrificed to 
the honour and intereſt of their great Dia- 
na. Lou know what I mean, Cuphophron. 

Cuph. I do. And I pray you how much 
better 18 this than the "+0 ſacrificing of 
men to Diana Taurica? EY 

Emf?, Both excecding bad: and yet 1 
mult propoſe to you other things as ill or 
worle, As that barbarous cuſtom of the 
Ammonites, who ſacrificed their children 
to Molech or Milchom in the valley of 

EE et Tophet, 


Of the Providence of Gop. 322 
Tophet, fo called from the Drum that 
Vas there beat to drown the lamentable 
_ cries of the murthered infants, 
Cupb. This I muſt confeſs is exceeding 
barbarous, Euiſtor, to ſacriſice tho” but a 
ſingle ſon to that cruel idol. But, methinks, 
it ſeems more deſtructive to mankind, that 
thoſe that either are or ought to be patres 
patriæ, (I mean great princes and empe- 
rors) unprovoked by any injury, but mere. 
ly out of a deſire of dominion and rule, are 
ſo laviſh of the blood of their ſubjeQs, as 
to expoſe numerous armies of them to the 
laughter; they ſmothering in the mean 
time the groans of the dying and maimed 
by the ſound of drums and trumpets, and 
\ Other clattering noiſes of war, while they 
thus ſacrifice to the cruel idol of ambition, 
as the Ammonites to Milchom in the val 
| ley of Tophet. And will hiſtory acquit the || 
civilized world of this piece of barbarity, 
ET: 57:5 „ „ 
Euiſt. The grand Seignior is deeply 
guilty of this cruel kind of idolatry: and 
Be, with it were not to be found too much in 
e 
1 AWA 
Euiſt. But, God be thanked, we are 
ſo clear from one horrid crime of the Pa- 
gans, that we have nothing like it in Chri- 
—.—5 r Cuph. | 


ſtendom. 
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Cupb. What's that, Eniſtor ? , 
XV. Of their worlhipping the devil. 
Euiſt, Why, it is the wor {ſhipping the ver y 
Devil himſelf, Which that the Pagans 
did, is manifeſt from their temples and 


images, from the madneſs of their prieſts, 


and from their ſacriſices. The 7 eruvians 
worſhipped two carved idols, a Glack 
i = and a long ſerpent, both of them per- 


ect ſymbols of Satan, and ſuch as himſelf 


15 es to appear in. In the city of Goa 


their pagods or idols are of ſo deteſtable a 


form, that no man can imagine how ugly 
and deformed they are: yet theſe they 


conſult as oracles, and by the power f 


the devil have anſwers from them. The 


Cinois alſo worſhip a devil-idol ſanding 


a an high, but ſomething duſkiſh, place 
of their temples, having two huge horns 
on his head, with a moſt terrible counte- 
nance, with ſharp claws inſtead of hands 
and feet, and his head uglily ſtarting out 


from the midſt of his breaſt, as Gotardus 


. deleribes him. But the e, horrible de- 
f:ription of a temple is that of the king of 


g Calecur 3, where they worſhip his god 5 


Deumo for the true god Tame rani he 
lerves not, becaule, * he made the 
world, yet he has given up the govern- 

ment of it, as they conceit, to Deus. 


H h This 
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This temple has its entrance garniſhed 
with numbers of devils made in wood 
r tifict; *Y 0 turned and carved. In the 

midſt of the chapel there is a ſeat like 


a athroneof braſs, with a brazen devil fit. 


ting upon it; with a crown on his head, 
like that of the Roman pont, (as Ludo. 
wicus Romanus deſcribes it) out of which 
come three horns, There are four others 
allo that turn in after ſuch a manner, as 
that they ſeem to ſupport his head. "He 


has alſo four teeth ſtanding out of his ſoul 2 


wide gaping mouth, and a threatning look, 
with terrible ſtaring eyes, and hands with 
crooked nails like to hooks ; but his feet 
pot unlike to a cock's. In every corner 
olf the chapel is likewiſe placed a devil 
made of braſs, with ſuch art, as that he 
ſeems to be in the midſt of flames wherein 
ſouls are ſcorched in moſt direſul manner, 
whom the devil alſo is devouring up, put- 
ting one foul into his mouth with his 1195 
hand, and reaching underneath at another 
with he left, 
Cupb. If there had been written upon 
the walls of the chapel, Primus'in orb? 
Deos fecit timor, (as they ſay there is ia 
| Mahomet's Moſco' s, Nor. eft mſi Dev 
unus) all had been complete. 
Euiſft, Can there be any thing poſſibly 


Parallel 


* * % 
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parallel to this, Cuphophron, amon gf our 


civilized Europeans? 


Cupb. J think nothing, unleſs it be the 


religion of the Superlapſarians, the object 
vrhereof is infinite power eden b 


either juſtice or goodneſs : which is that ve- 


ry idol! of Typhon or Arimanius I ſpoke 


of. For this imagination of ommnporent 


power and will acting without any regard 


10 j1u/t1ce'or goodnefs, is but an idol, no 


rcal thing. If it were, it were more hor- 


rible than the Hudian Deumo, or any de- 


vil that is. But it could not de God: For 


God is love, and every thing acts accord. 
ing to what it is. 


Soph, Very well argued, Cuphophron. 
Philop. In many things Cuphophron | 
ſeems to be on a more than ordinary g good 


pin to day. 


Euiſt. But I believe he muſt ſtretch hls 
wit to an higher pin than he has done hi- 


therto, to pretend to make any tolcrable 


anſwer to what follows. 
XVI. Of their ſacriſicing men to the devil. 


Cuph. Why, what ſtrange thing! 18 that 5 


which follows, Euiſtor? 


Euiſt. The ſacrificing of men. to the 
devil. Thoſe of Peru frequently ſacri- 
fice their children for the ſucceſs of the 


affairs of their Ingua, for health, victory, 


ih 2 „ 
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or the like. The fon was alſo frequent- 
1y ſacrificed for the health of the father. 
They of Mexico had a cuſtom of ſacrific- 
ing of their captives, Whence their kings 
were often ſtirred. up by their prieſts 0 
make war upon their neighbours, to get 
captives to ſactifice to the devil, they tel. 
ling them their gods died for hunger, and 
that they ſhould remember them. The 
devil allo himſelf is ſaid to appear in E. 
. rida, and to complain that he is thirſty, 
that human blood may be preſently ſhed 
to quench lus thirſt, 

The folemnity of ſactificing captives to 
 FVuziliputzly m Mexice within the palifa- 
do of dead mens ſculls is moſt horrid and 
direful: where the high prieſt cut open 
their breaſts with a ſharp Clint, and pulled 
out their. recking hearts, which he iſt 
ſhew'd to the ſun, to whom he offered | it, 
but then ſuddenly turning to the idol, caſt 
Id at his face; and with a kick of his foot 


8 tumbled the body from the tarraſs he ſtood 


upon down the ſtairs of the temple, which 
were all ernbrew'd and defiled with blood. 
Theſe ſacrifices alſo they ate, and clothed 
themſelves with the ſkins of the ſlain. 
Cuph. Now certainly this cuſtom of the 
Americans is ver y horrible and abomt- 


nale chus bloodily to lacriſice men by 
thät 
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that enemy of mankind, the devil. And 
therefore it were very heppy if we had no · 


thing in theſe civilized parts of the world 


that bore the leaſt Thadow of ſimilitude 


with it. 
Emſt. Why? have we any thing, Cu 


| phophron Fic 
Cuph. Why? what f is the et hor- 


rour that ſurprizes you in this cuſtom, Eu- 


iſtor? 


Euiſt. To ſay the 1 1 Sende en 


I do not find myſelf ſo ſubtile and diftinet 
a philoſopher as explicitely to tell you 


what, but I think it is, firſt, That man- 


Find ſhould worſhip ſo ugly and execrable 
an object as the kewl ; ; and then in the. 
ſecond place, That they ſhould ſacrifice 
ſo worthy and noble a thing as an human 
body, which is in capacity of becoming 


the remple of the Holy Ghoſt, to ſo de- 


je/table an idol. 


Cuph. You have, I think, ee 
very right and underſtandingiy, Euiſtor, 
if you rightly conceive what makes the 
devil fo deteſtable. 


Euiſt Surely his pride, cruelty and 


malignity of nature, and in that all love 
and goodneſs is extinct in him, which if 


he could recover, he would preſently be- 
come an angel of light. 


H h 5 185 Sath. 
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- Bath. Euiſtor has anſwered excellent 


ly well, and like a myſtical theologer, 
Euiſt. To tell you the truth, I had it 
out of them. _ 


Cupb. But if he has anſwered right, Pa- 


thynous, it is a ſad conſideration, that we 
have in the civilized parts of the world 


thoſe that profeſs a more odious religion 
than the Mexicans that ſacrifice men to 


the devil, I mean, the Superlapſarians. For 
the object of their worſhip is a God idol of 


their own framing, that acts merely accor- 


ding to will and power ſequeſtred from all 


reſpect to either fuſtice or goodnejs, as | 
noted before, which is the genuine idea f 
a devil. To which idol they do not, as the 
Mexicans, ſacrifice the nere bodies of men, 


: but their very ſouls alſo; not kicking them 


down a tarraſs, but arbitrariouſly tumbling 
_ them down into the pit of hell, there to be 

eternally and unexpreſſibly tormented, for 
no other reaſon but becauſe this their dread- 


ful idol will have it ſo. Can any religion 


be more horrid or blaſphemous than this? 


hl. T perceive you begin to be drawn 


dry, O Cuphophron, you are fain ſo to 


harp on the ſame ſtring. This is but your 


Typhon and Areimanius you mentioned 


before, I expected ſome more proper and 


adequate paralleliſms to Euiſtor's freſh in. 


ſtances, 


] 
| 
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ſtances, eſpecially to that of ſacrificing to 


the idol Vitziliputzly. 


Cupb. Do you think then, Hylobares, 45 


that it is ſo hard a thing to find mething 


in the civilized world more peculiarly pa- 
rallel to that dreadful ceremony? What 


| think you of the Roman Pontiff? 


8 Euiſt. How madly does Cuphophron' 9 
= fancy rove? and yet how luckily had he hit 
it, il he had but made uſe of the uſual name 
papa: ? For that is alſo the title of the high 
prieſt of Mexico, ho ſacrifices men to Vit- 


Ailiputzly, as Joſephus Acoſta + tells us. 
| Cuph.1 thank you for that hint, Euiſtor: 


1: ſeems then there will be a conſorancy 
| betwixt the verbal titles as well as an ana- 


logy betwixt the things themſelves. 


i. 1 would gladly hear that analogy, 


Cuphophron. Not that I ſhould take any 


:uch great pleaſure in finding the papacy 
o obnoxious, but that it pleaſes me to ob- 
ſerve the verſatil ſleights and unexpeRtcd : 


'urnings of your movable fancy. 


Cuph. Nor care I to tell you for either 


the one or the other, Hylobares, but that 
may adorn the province I have underta- 


| ken in the behalf of the poor Paynim. 


The analogy therefore briefly is this: That 
as the high prieſt of Mexico with his offi- 


l 
+ Hiſt, Ind, lib. . 14. a 


— 
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cers pulled out the heart of the captives, 
kicking down their bodies for the aſſerts 
o eat their Aeſb, and clothe themſelyes 
with their ins: fo the Roman Pons, 
by his cruel mguiſitors diſcovering the 
true religion of the faithful ſervants »f 
Chriſt, whom they hold in a forcible cap. | 
tivity, murthered them, and gave their e. 
ſlates for a ſpoil to his cruel miniſters and |} 
aſſiſtents, to feed and clothe them. Does not 
this occur often enough in hiſtory, Eviſtor? 
Euiſt. It cannot be denied, many thow | 
ſands have been thus butchered, ; 
 Hyl. But to whom were they ſacrificed, 
 Cuphophron? you have omitted a prince | 
pal term that ought to have been in the 
analogy, ; 5 
Cupb. I would I knew what Vitziliputz- 


Euiſt. If that will do you any ſervice, 1 
can tell you what it ſignifies expreſly out 
of Joſephus Acoſta, viz, | T he lefi hand f 
a ſhining feather. e 
Cupb. Very good, very good: have pa- 
tience then a little. Why may not then the 
fun eaſily ſignify the heavenly glory, or the 
glory of God ; and this ſbining feather the 
yam and foohſh pomp and glory of the 
world, or the pride of iſe? © 
Hyl. That is not much ſtrained, Cuphs 
phron ; but what then? Cu pb. 
t Hiſt, Ind. lib. 5, cap. 9. 3 
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Cupb. Wherefore as the high prieſt of 
Mexico pretends to ſacrifice to the ſur, 


 ſhewing him the ſmoaking heart of the 


; 2 when he has pluck'd it out, but 


reſently turns about, and does really and 


{ubſtantially caſt the heart of the ſacrificed 
to the idol Vitziliputzly: ſo the Roman 


high prieſt, when he murthers holy and 


_ righteous men (under pretence of hereſie 
for denying ſuch falſhoods and blaſphe- 
mies as are only held up for the fangs 


ing the 1ntereſt of the papal ſovereignty 


and ſublimity, pretends theſe murthers ſa- 


c crifices to the glory of God, and for the vin- 
dication of his honour ; whenas they. are rcal- 


1 y and truly bloody oblations and cruel holo- 


coals offered up to that idol of abominati- 


ons, pride of ſpirit, and vain mundane glo- 
ry and pomp, and a remorſeleſs tyranny o- 


ver the ſouls and bodies of men: which is 


iuch a quinteſſential Lucifer, that it is that 
whereby Lucifer himſelf becomes a devil. 
Hy. All this from Vitziliputzly ſignify- 
ing the left-hand of a ſhining feather. Ha, 
ba, he. Wit and fancy whether wilt thou 


go? Howmerr ily-conccited is Cuphophron, 


that can thus play with a feather ? 


Sophr, 1 promiſe you, Hylobares, tho? 
the == Cuphophron may ſeem more 
— ludibund and lightſomely 


than Or 
Tour 


q 
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ſportfal, yet what he points at ſeems to he 
over-lamentably true, viz. That many 
thouſands of innocent fouls have been 


made burnt-offerings tothe luciferian pride 


of the Roman hierarchy, and the ſons of 
God (which is worſe than the Mexicans 
caſe) thus cruelly and perfidioully jacrif- 
cod to the firſt-born of the devil. 
Euiſt. This is too true to contend a. 
gainſt it. * £3 OS 
- Hl. J wiſh it were not fo, But in the 
mean time we can never take Cuphophron 
at'« lols, + * 
Euiſt. So methinks, and I have but one 
kind more of tragical inſtances to poſe him 
XVII. Of felf ſacriſicers. ; 
Ent. In ſome parts of the world they 


are their own executioners; as thoſe of 


 Narcinga and Biſnagar, who cut their 
fleſh in pieces, and caſt it on the idol's 
face, or putting a piece of their own fleſn 
on the pile of an arrow, ſhoot it up into 
the air in honour to their pagods, as Go. 
tardus writes. After which ceremony 
they cut their own throats, offering them. 
ſelves a ſacrifice to their idol. The king 
of Othacare, upon a filk ſcaffold, in view 
of his people, after ſome ſolemn waſhings 
and prayers, having firſt cut off his noſe, 

N 4 
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ears, lips, and other parts, cuts his own 
throat, as a ſacrifice to his idol. Gotar- 
dus, as I remember, adds, that there is 


loud muſick ſounding all the time, This 


is done every jubllee. 


Cuph. Whether Satan put ham upon : 
this ſlavery out of his {comm and hatred of 


mankind, or that he plcaſes himſelf in 


feeling his own power, or in fſ{ecing ex. 
amples of the great affection and fidelity 


of his vaſſals, (as imperious whores pride 
themſclves in commanding their lovers 


| ſome ſignal nardihip or penance, as being 


a more ſare teſtimony (if they perform it) 
of a more than ordinary worth in como 
ſ:lves, that has engaged them in ſo 

ect a bondage) or whether it be out of all 


theſe put together, is not ſo requiſite to 


| dilp ile, 


0 No more is it, Cuphophron, it 18 


ſo little to the e purpoſe. 
Cupb. But by was coming to ſomething 


which is more near to the purpoſe, name - 
V, That the neareſt to theſe /o/Ffacrificers 
ic Satan are thoſe {ad diſciples of certain 


 Myſtae of dark and ſowr difpenſations, 
who, having no knowledge of a Deity 
but ſach as 18 s repreſented unto them in the 
dreadful ſhape of the Indian Deumis a. 
bove deſcribed, (chat! is, Will and Power 


dis- 


334 the Providence of Gop, ' 
disjoined from all juſtice and goodneſ; \ 
having firſt almoſt fretted a- pieces their 
very heart-ſtrings with tormenting thoughts 
and anxious ſuſpicions, do at laſt either 
hang or drown themſelves, or elfe cut 
their own throats, as a {ad ſacrifice to thy; | 
| gr which their falſe teachers had 


et up in their melancholized fancies, But 


no Amulet againſt ſuch diabolical impo- 
ſtures comparable to that divine ſaying of 
St. John, God is love; and be that abid. 
 ethin love, abideth in God, and God in 
uin. 55 e 8 
| XVIII. The meaning of providence in permitting ſuch 
buorrid uſages in the world. 
Siophr. That is very profitably and ſc: 
ſonably noted, O Cuphophron : and tho 
my judgment is not ſo curious as to criti- 
cize on the perpetual exactneſs of your 
applications of the {ad miſcarriages of the 
civilized parts of tne world to thoſe grols 
diſorders of the Barbarians ; yet your 
 - compariſons in the general have very 
much impreſſed that note of Philotheus up- 
on my ſpirit, That the more external au 
groſs enormities committed by the barba- 
Tous nations, are as it were a repreben- 
ſive ſatyr of the more Fne and hypocritical 
wickedneſſes of the civilized countrics ; 
that theſe civilized ſinners, e g 
N 9 85 thnole 


pay 


wickedneſs, but only in a leſs- ugly dreſs, 


Whence it cannot be ſo great wonder that 


Providence lets ſuch horrid uſages emerge 
in the world, that the more affrightful face 

of fin in ſome places might quite drive out 
all ſimilitude and appearance of it in others. 


Bath. True, Sophron; but this alſo I 


| conceive may be added, That divine Pro- 
vidence having the full comprehenſion of 


all the periods of ages, and the ſcenes of | 
things 3 in theſe periods, in her 
mind, permitted at firſt and afterwards 
ſome parts of the lapſed creation to plunge 
themſelves into a more palpable darkneſs, 


that a more glorious light might ſucceed 


and emerge. The lovely ſplendor of which | 


Divine diſpenſation would not ſtrike the 


beholders ſo vigorouſly, did he not caſt 


| tis N alſo upon that region of blackneſs 
and ſad tyranny of the devil in preceed- 


ing ages over deluded mankind, ſuch as 


Euiſtor has ſo plentifully diſcovered. All 


theſe things therefore ſeem to have been 
permitted in deſign to advance the glory 


and adorn the triumph of the promiſed 


Meſias, the true Son of God and Saviour 


of the world. 


Sophr, That may very well be, Bathy- 
= nous, 
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thoſe wilder extravagancies, may withal | 
give ſentence againſt their own no-leſs 
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nous. Nor is it any injuſtice or ſeverity 


in God to make uſe of the impenitency 
of ſinners to better purpoſes than either 
themſelves or wiſer perſons are many 


times aware of. But we interrupt Euiltor 
by this unſeaſonable deſcanting upon Cu- 
Phophron's performances. 


XIX. The madneſs of the prieſts of the Pagans. 

Euiſt. 1 was only a- going to add fone. 
thing of the madneſs of the heathen{ 
prieſts, as the laſt note of the ſatanicalneſs 
of their religion. But it is ſcarce worth 
the while, BO 

Cuph. Nay by all means let's hear that 
allo, Euiſtor. TRE 

Euſt. That the Menades, the priciis 
of Bacchus, were mad, appears in their 
very name, whoſe notation is from that 
diſtemper. The prieſt of the Samaders, 


a people ſubject to the Miuſcovite, begins 


his holy things with howhng,. which he 
continues till he grows mad with it, and 
then falling down dead, after orders his 
lacrifice, and finiſhes the ſolemnity he was 


about. The FHoxiones alſo, or prieſts of 


China, when they conſult their oracles, 
caſt themſelves on the ground, ſtrerching 
out their hands and feet, another reading 
in a book, to whoni are reſponſes made 
by ſome aſſiſtents that ſing and make 1 


noiſe 


07 the Phrovidews of Go D. 33 


noiſe with bells or cymbals. In the mean 

time the ſpirit comes upon him that lies 
proſtrate, who, riſing with ſtaring eyes and 
diſtorted countenance, falls a- propheſying 


and anſwering ſuch queſtions as the by: 
ſtanders demand. 

Cuph. Theſe are mad guizes of religion 
indecd, and yet not an unfit reſemblance 


of as miſchievous a madneſs amongſt too 


many of our more civilized religioniſts. 
Duiſt. T believe you mean the howling 
 Qyaters, as uncivil as they are. For the 
began in that tone at firſt, and fell down 
dead in trances, and afterwards getting 


up fell a-propheſying, uttering out of their 


cwoln breaſts very dark oracles, declaring 
againſt all order and ordinances, e 
afl rcaſon as a work. of the fleſh, and pre 


tending to an unaccountable ſpirit, and to 


2 light within that is inviſible! to all with- 
out who have not loſt their ſpiritual eye- 
light, None conceive they ſee it but ſuch 
as are either blind or in the dark, 


Cuph, There are great and good things 
the Ouakers pretend to, Euiſtor, but 
they ſoil them by ſo wild a way of profeſ: 
| hon of them, and indeed in particulars 


ſeem to otra what with fo loud a 
voice they in the general extol. But that 
madneſs 1 hinted at is more epidemical 


Iiz 55 than 
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than this ſect, there being more beſides 
thele that never think themſelves divine- 
ly-wile till they grow ſo ſtaringly mad, 
that the eye of reaſon ſcems to have quite 
{tarted out of their head, and fumes and 
fancies to be the fole guides of their 
tongue. 
Sophr. I ſuppoſe, Cuphophron, you 
perſtringe that general difeale of unge- 
ver nable enthuſiaſm diſperſed up and down 


in Chriſtendom, And yet there is another 


Kind of religious madneſs more ſpreading 
and no leſs miſchie vous than this. | 
__ Cupb. I pray you what is that, Sophron ? 
. Soph. So fea and fierce a belief in an 
| infallible prieſthood, that what they dic- 
tate for an oracle, be it never fo repugnant 
to all our outward ſenſes, to all our inter- 


nal faculties of imagination, reaſon and un- 


derſtanding, never ſo contradictious to 
_ whatſoever is holy, virtuous, or humane, 
yet they embrace and ſtick to it with that 
Zeal and heat, that they fly in the faces 
and cut the throats of not only them that 


gainſay, but even of thoſe that will not 


profeſs the ſame abominable errors with 
themſelves, If ſo enraged an heat, kindled 
upon ſo enormous a miſtake as never any 
lunatick could think or ſpeak more contra- 
_ dictiouſly, joined with as high outrages 
FAYE Ss | 
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as ever mad- man did commit, for all man- 


ner of murther and cruelty, if this temper 
or ſpirit be not the ſpirit of madneſs, and 


that of the higheſt ſtrain, I know not what 
belongs to the ſprrit of ſobriety. 
Cuph. Certainly it muſt be a great mat- 


ter that thus tranſports Sophron,and makes 


him ſomething unlike his uſual ſelf. 


Sophr. To tell you the truth, I had 


mine eye on the Artolatria of the Roma- 


niſts and their article of tranſubſtantiation, 


with all the wild concomitants and {ſequels 
theres e 


Cupb. You could not have pitched up- 
on a greater reproach of the civilized 


world, I profeſs unto Sophron, tho' no 
man can have a greater averſation than my- 


ſelf from {lighting or reviling that which 


others embrace as the moſt Jacred and fo- 


lemn point of their religion; yet amongſt 


ourlelves I cannot but declare, that this fig- 


ment of tranſubſtantiation comprites in it 


ſuch a bundle of Barbarities, of unheard-of 
lottiſhneſſes, and ſavage cruelties, that there 


is no one thing parallel to it in all Paganiſm. 


The manifold inpaſtures of the prieſts of 


the Pagans, their / eWT PHY 10., whe- 


ther it be the feeding on the fleſh of ene- 
mes, or entombing the bodies of their dead 


friends in their own bellies, whether their 
1 113 groſs 


run 


N 


Fi 
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groſs idolatries in the general, or their fa. 
 erificing men to their idols, all theſe abo- 
minations are as it were tied together in 
this fictitious fardel of tranſubſtantiation. 


For was there ever any Indian ſo impoſed 


upon by their Prieſts, as to believe they 
had a power by a certain form of words to 
turn a cake of maize into a living man, and 
that the miracle is done by them, tho? the 
cake of maize appear ſtill to their ſight, to 
their touch, and all their other ſenſes, as 


perfect a cake of maize as before? And 


how can theſe look upon the Indians as 


ſuch a barbarous people, for either feed. 


ing on their enemies, or burying their dead 
friends m their own bowels, whenas they 
themſelves profels that they eat and grind 
a-pieces with their tceth, not dead, but 
living man's-fleſh, and that not of an ene- 


my, but their deareſt friend and Saviour? 


Can any thing ſeem more barbarous than 
this? And then to uphold this figment, 


(which ſcems invented only for the pomp 


and vain-glory of the prieſt, that he may 
be accounted a ſtupendous wonder- worker, 
a creator of his Creator) to maintain this fi- 


ction, I ſay, by the murthering many a 
thouſand innocent ſouls that could not 
comply with the impoſture, what is this 


inferior 


| 
| 
; 
| 
| 
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inferior to ſacrificing captives to the idol 


as agg as I intimated before ? 
Sopbr. 


ligion. I thought you had been ſo high- 
fown a philoſopher, that you had taken 


no notice, no not ſo much as of theſe groſ- 


ſer miſcarriages in the religions of the 
world : which had been an unpardonable 
nee f..... ĩͤ an 

Cupb. If I flew higher than the ſtrongeft- 
winged fowls are ſaid to do in the time of 


peſtilence, yet the ſcent and noiſomeneſs 


of this crats and barbarous miſcarriage 


could not but ſtrike my noſtrils very hot- | 


ly, and detain my fight. 


Sophr. The truth is, Cuphophron, that : 


no phenomenon in all Providence has more 
coafoundingly aſtoniſhed me and amazed 


me than this of tranſubſtantiation in all its 


circumſtances, If the prieſts of Peru bad 


thus impoſed upon thoſe ſavages, how 
ſhould we either have bemoaned them or 


derided them! O poor Peruvians!“ O 


Pinſh and witleſs Paynims, deyoid of all 
ſenſe and reaſon, that are thus ſhamefully 

im poſed upon by their deceitful prieſts ! 
Or elſe, 6 


miſerable people, that muſt ei- 


ther profeſs what it is impoſſible for any 
one 


ele . 


am glad to ſee you, Cupho- 
phron, ſo heartily reſent the unſufferable 
wickedneſs of that point of the Roman re- 


r 
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one entirely in his wits to believe, or elſe 


muſt be murthered by the grim officers of 


the Ingua, incenſed againſt them by the 
complaints of an impoſturous and bloody = 
Prieſthood! But this to be done in the moſt 
civilized parts of the world! _ 
ql. Nay, this conſideration would make 


any one figh deeply as well as yourſclf, 


but me eſpecially, Does not this, O So. 
ey ſubvert utterly ail the belief of 
Tt worlds 7 
Sophr. God forbid, Hylobates. No, it 
more ftrongly confirms it, there nothing 
| Happening to degenerated Chriſtendom in 


| all this but what is expreſſly predicted in 


the holy Oractes; & That in the time of the 
man of ſin, God would ſend upon them 
that loved not the truth ſtrong deluſions, 
that they ſhould believe a he ; and particu- 
larly pointing at this reproachful figment 


Pl tranſubſtantiation, it is faid of the beaſt, 


that he ſhould + blaſpheme the tabernacle | 
of God, which undoubtedly is the body of | 

_ Chriſt; which, for the enhancing of the | 
glory of the Prieſt, they thus foully debaſe 

a, . 

hl. Theſe things neither Cuphophron, 
as T think, nor myſelf are fo well verſed 
in as fully to judge of; but we preſume. 


2 Thell. 2, 13, 12, + Apoc. 13, 
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much of your judgment and gravity, O 
Sophron : which is no ſmall eaſe to us for 
the preſent, 3 TER 

Cupb. In the mean time, Hylobares, I 
hope you have ſpent all your force againſt 
me and my Paynims. - 5 

XX. Of their religious methods of living in order to ſu- 
ture happineſs. . 

yl. Not all, but the chiefeſt, or rather 
in a manner all: for my other remarks on 
the barbarous nations touching their reli- 
gions are more ſlight, and ſuch as bear 
too obvious a reſemblance to the known 

miſcarriages of Chriſtendom ; ſuch as the 
cover. ſe vere, or over-looſe, methods of liv- 
ing in reference to future happineſs, An 
cxample of the latter whereof may be the 
doctrine of the Bouzii of Japan, Who 
teach the people, that if they pray but to 
Amida and Zaca, two holy men that lived 
here, and fatisfied for the fins of the 
world, tho? they do it but careleſly and re- 
miſſly, yet they ſhall not fail of everlaſt- 
ing happineſs. %% ONT Tens 
Zuiſt. But Gotardus taxes theſe Bouzii 
for a religious order of atheiſts 
Cuph. And yet ſeveral ſets in Chriſten- 
dom that would be thought no atheiſts, as 
the Antinomians and Libertines, and o- 
taers that would be loth to be noted by 
| 1 TR, thole 
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thoſe names, have too great an affinity 


with theſe Bouzii and their followers in 
their life and doctrine, But I fpare them. 


But what inſtances have you of” the over: 
ſevere method, Euiſto r? 

_ Euift. There is an odd example of the 
Indian Abduti, who for a time lived very 


. ddl and ſeverely, but that diſpenſation 
once being paſſed over, they gave them- 


ſelves up to all diſſoluteneſs, and con- 


ceited they might do ſo with authority. 


Cuph. That is very eaſy to parallel to 


the condition oi ſome ſpiritualiſts, who, 


under pretence of having ſubdued the 


| fieſh by more than ordinary auſteritics, 
and of ha : 

Spirit, return again to the groſs liberties of 

the fleſh, to the great grief and ſcandal of 


ving arrived to the liberty of the 


the more ſober profeſſors of religion. 


Euiſt. Some chaſte votaries of the Turks 


ſet a great iron-ring on their yard, uſing 
themſelves as we do our mares that they 


may not take horſe. Thoſe of Mexico 
lit that member for the ſame devout pur- 
V af 


Cuph. This is a ſign that theſe che 


votaries are in good earneſt. But to pre- 


tend to undertake a vow of chaſtity more 
ſtrong than iron or adamant, and yet 0 


he with other mens wives rather than to 


break 


2 7 
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break it, is ſuch a myſterious juggle or 
contr adictious int of hypocriſy, that the 
very pagane would be aſhamed of it. 

Euiſi They might be ſo indeed, Cu- 


| phophron, nor does there any thing of 
importance occur to my mind that looks 
| like a ſullen piece of ſeverity in Pa. 
gauiſin, but the fame may be pro- 


duced in the very ſame terms in the pre- 
ſent Romaniſim; as long and tirciome pil- 
grimages, voluntary whippings and {courg- 


ings, Ummoderace watchings and faſtings, 


and the like, Theſe are the exerciſes al- 
o even of them that ſerve idols and wor- 


Mip the devil, as well as of them that 


pretend to be the genuine ſervants of the 
Lord Fefus. 1 


— 


Hl. But is there nothing obſervable 
touching their opinions of the other ſtate, 
in order to which they may under go cheſs 


| hardſhips ? 4 


XXI. Of their opinions touching the other ſtate. 


Euiſt. That is worth the noting, that 


moſt of the barbarous nations have ſome 


glimpſe or ſurmize of the ſoul's tmmorta- 
ity, and of a ſtate after this life, But it 
s often mixed with very feat conceits. As 
they of Peru hold that after death men 


cat and drink and wantonize with women. 


Cuph. Who knows but that they may 
7 underſtand | 
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_ underſtand that myſtically, as the Per ſſ. 
duc expound like paſſages in Mahbomet's 
i o 
| Bath, Beſides, theſe Europeans ſeem to 
me in ſome ſort to pernvianze, that think 
they can by bargain and contract buy fu- 
ture happineſs with money as we do fields 
| and orchyards in this life; not conſidering 
that if paradiſe be not opened within vs by 
virtue of true regeneration into the divine 
life, all the wealth in the Indies wil! not 
purchaſe an entrance into the eternal pa- 
"—_— ve... > 
Ent. The Brammans alſo in the Foft- 
Judies have a moſt ridiculous conceit touch- 
| ing the tranſmigration of ſouls, namely, 
that the reward of a virtuous ſoul is, that 
the may paſs out of a man's body into the 
body of a cow. ff 
Cuph. That's ridiculous indeed, if the 
expreſſion be not ſymbolical, and hint not 
ſome more notable thing to us than we are 
aware of, For that the tranſmigration of 
mens ſouls into the bodies of beaſts has a 
myſtical or moral meaning both Plato and 
ſome of his followers have plainly enough 
intimated. 3 . 
Emuſt, And Gotardus expreſly writes, 
that theſe Brommans had the knowledge 
of Pythagoras and of his philoſophy, on 


— — 
7 * 
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which nothing was more ſymbolical, 1 


will produce but one obſervable more, and 
then give Cuphophron, or rather myſelf 


no farther trouble. For Cuphophron turns 


all off with ſport and pleaſantry. _ 
Cupb. You have produced nothing yet, 
Eviſtor, at all hard or troubleſome. 
Euiſt. Nor will I begin now: for it is 


only that they of St. Sebaſtian de la Pla- 


1% have neither image nor idol. 

 Cuphb. It is a ſign they are the moro pure 
worſhippers of the Deity, 

Euiſt. If they be not atheiſts : but that 


which I was going to add was that fond i- 


E magination of theirs, that after death they 


mould come into a pleaſant place, which 


theydreamed to be ſituated beyond certain 


hills, which at could point at with their 


fingers, - . 
Cuph, It were a a queſtion worth the {tar- 


ting, whether this American Elyſium or the 


| {cholaſlick Em th yreum b the more likely 
rendezyous of b 

lite, 1 
Hl. J pray you, what think 5 you of that, 

Cu . Wa” 
Cups. I think the cn empyreum of 


the ſchools is a childiſh figment, For what 
ground is there that the firſt heayen ſhould 

be cubical, unleſs it be for the 2 an- 
gel lick. 
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243 Of the Providence of Gov, 
gelick ſhapes to whip their gigs on the fat 
and fmooth floor thereof? Wherefore the 
rude Indians, ſo far as I know, may come 
nearer the mark than the ſubtil ſchoolmen, 
tho' they both ſeem to me widely enough 
to miſs it. 
Myhl. But I am for the empyreum of the 
ſchools rather than for that elyſium of the 
Americans, For the American elyſnm is 
ſomce- where, viz. beyond the hills that 
 thole of S. Sebaſt:an de la Plata uſe to 
point at. But if the empyrenmoſ the ſchools 
be a mere Thildiſh figment, it is no- where. 
Cuph, There's a reaſon indecd, Hylo- 
| bees how can it then be the real render: 
 yous of ſeparated fouls ? 
l. Separate fouls « are ſpirits, Cupho- 


- « phron,. but ſpirits are no-where : where | 
can they therefore more fitly have their | 


rendezvous than in the ſcholaſtick empyre- 
um, which is no- Where alſo? 
a . Cuph. Shame take you, Hylobares, have 
you hit on that piece of waggery once a. 
gain? Is this all the thanks J have for be- 


1 ſtirring myſelf fo ſtoutly to eaſe your ag. 


grie ved imagination, that was ſo oppreſſed 
and burthned with the conſideration of 


the ſad ſcene of affalrs f in che Pagan world 
and ages? 1 


XXII. The 
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XXII The unſucceſsfulnefs of Cuphophron's advocate- 


ſhip hitherto in reſerencꝶ to the eaſe of barer Per- 


plexities. 


tht, For this friendly. office I return 


you many thanks, O Cuphophron, and 
muſt confeſs you have in your attempts 


ſhewn a great deal of verſatility of wit 


and nimbleneſs of fancy, and that not with- | 
out the mixture of ſome ſolidity ſome- 


times. But the leſs there had been of that, it 
had been the better, 


Cuph, That's a pe aradox indeed : why 8 


fo, I pray you, Hylob ares? 
Hy. For your endeayour being perpe- 


tually to ſhew that things were as ill in a 


manner in the civilized parts of the world 
as in the barbarous, this was not to caſe 


me of my {ad perplexing thoughts, but to 


redouble the burthen, and make the ways 
of Providence appear to me twice as diſmal | 


as before. 


Cuph. This Hylobares has a mind to | 
paffle me, and make me ridiculouſly un- 


WOO in every thing I attempt. Did 


erſiſt in the way that Philotheus 
tinker ſeemed to point at, yiz. to unde- 


cetve your fancy, that was ſo horribly 


ſtruck with the ſtrange enormities of the 


Pagan world, by intimating that for the ci- 


vilized nations, that you had a better con- 


ceit of, that the heathen were in a man- 
K 8 ner 
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genuouſly, Hylo 
more pinched than before? or is it a 


— 
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ner little worſe in their opinions and prac- 


| tiſes than they? 


Hyl. Nay, 1848 Cuphophron, that 


that was pretty well levelled at my fancy, 
But in thus quieting my fancy, you have 


rouſed up my reaſon, to give me a more 


laſting and invincible diſquiet than I la- 
boured with before. For my reaſon tells 
me, that if the world be all over ſo bad in 


a manner as it is in the barbarous countries, 


I ougnht to be leſs ſatisfied with Providence 


now than ever, 


Cuph. Alas! iytobarch, * am ſorry 1 5 | 


have made your fore worſe, but you muſt 


make your addreſs to him who preſcribed 


the plaiſter, Philotheus was the phyſician, 
I be his Surgeon or apothecary that ad- 


miniſtred the phyſick according to his pre- 
ſeript. He ought to ſet you right again by 


his greater kill, 


Philoth, I pray ou deal freely and in- 
"nook are you really 


counterfeit complaint and a piece of ſport 


| . ful drollery with Cuphophron! ? 


Hyl. To deal plainly with you, Phi- 


totheus, it is mixt. But I am very much 
ſtill diſlettled, and therefore ipploee: For 


1 5. help. 
Philoth, Wil not this conſideration 
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Hylobares, both caſe your fancy and gra- 
hat upon the ob- 
ſervation that there are ſome very ſottiſh | 


tify yonr reaſon too, 


conceits and practices even in the civilized 


world, where all things otherwiſe look ſo 
chearfully and ſplendid, we may alſo 
conceive the like of the barbarous nations, 


and not immerſe or defix our thoughts on 
thoſe things only which are ſo reprehen- 
fible and hideous amongſt them, but think 
there may be much alſo of narural gaicty 
_ 5nd jollity, and that that dark ſcene does 
not becloud all times, places, nor perfons ? 


hl. That's well ſuggeſted, Philotheus, | 


and is accommodate to the relieving one's 


melancholy a little, Wherefore becauſe 
you have begun ſo well, I pray you hold 
on, and communicate to us the thoughts 


which your own ſilence all this time and 
our diſcourſing may have occaſioned you 


to pitch upon, in order to a fuller and 


more perfect cure of my preſcat malady. 
For it is no more than you promiſed, and 


your word. 


* i 


Philop. There needs hd other obliga· 


J hope Philopolis will lee that you keep 


tion, I dare ſay, for Philotheus to do that 


office of friendſhip, than his own goodneſs 
and ſincere zcal for the truth, and hearty 


K k 3 age 


dcfire of delivering ſouls from the bond- 
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age of ignorance, and the rack of doubt 
and anxiety in ſo great matters. 

XXIII. Several conſiderations to make us hope that. the 


tate of the world may not be ſo bad as melancholy or 
hiſtory may repreſent it. 1 


P biloth. 1 with I were as able asT am 
- willing in that kind, Philopolis, But 1 

Will attempt it, and that two ways, Firſt, 
by ſhewing that the world may not be ſo 
- enormouſly ill as Hylobares his melan- 
choly ſurmiſes it: Secondly, by hinting 
. ebe which, if embraced, will 
plwainly make good, that be the world as 
bad as it will, yet it is not inconſiſtent 
with the Divine goodneſs (which we con- 
tend is the meaſure of his Providence) to 
So GE Os WT 
l. I, that ſecond, Philotheus, were a 


_ remedy indeed, ſuch as would quite era- 
| dicate all future poſſibility of ſuch - diff. 


dences as I labour under. But I ſtall 
willingly have you treat of the firſt in the 
|. *'Philath, Cuphophron with a great deal 
ol dextcrity of wit anſwered the particular 
. Inſtances that Euiſtor produced of the moſt 
ugly ufages amongſt the -barbarous na. 
tions. I ſhall only rehearſe certain brief 
heads, that will ſerve in generalto break the 
force of ſuch arguments as either others 
offer or offer themſelves to our thoughts, 
ES: EY „ 0 
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to invalidate the belief of ſuch an exact i 
neſs of Providence as we plead for, angel 

1 
6 
| 
| 


boldly pretend to infer, that if there were 1 
4 God, theſe things could not be permit. 
ted in the world ; as you in the beginning 
complained, Hyloba re. 
Jh. That horrid ſqualidity in the u- wy 
ſages of the barbarous nations preſſeth hark — || 
toward that concluſion, Philotheus; eſpe. 

cially when a man is immerſed in melan- 

c holy. „„ 
Pͤhbiloth. But that you be not hereafter 
ſo ealily impoſed upon, let me deſire you 
to remember thoſe conſiderations that I 
was ever. and anon thinking on all this 
time you were diſcourſing, As 


| elves, or take things up upon the reports 1 
| of others. Old men and travellers ma 
lic by authority, as it is ſaid in the pro. 
verb. Wherefore either negligent enquiry, - * 
or the vanity and affectation of telling | 
ſtrange things, may fill hiſtories with ma- 1 
ny falſe narrations; and ſo tho? Eviſtor did 
not intend to deceive Cuphophron, yet he 
may haply have exerciſed his wit in ſeve- 
71: objects that never had any exiſtence 
but in the pages of hiſtoriographers. And 
I 1 therefore 


Firſt, That Hiſtorians may write The i | | 
things that are falſe, whether they ration. 1] 
pretend to be eye. witneſſes thern- = 1 

| 
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therefore I could not but ſmile to ſee how 


nimbly Cuphophron analyz'd the politicks 


of that ellen of the high prieſt's lying 


with the king of Calecut's bride the firſt 
night, as if it were a deſign that the ſon 
of a prieſt and the heir to the crown ſhould | 
concur in one perſon : whenas the ſons of 


the king do not ſucceed in the kingdom, 
but his nephews on the ſiſter's fide, as A- 
loyſtus Cadamuſtus tells us in his navigati- 


on to thoſe parts. 


Pjzbilop. That's very ſtrange, Philothe- 
us. I pray you what may be the reaſon 


of it? 


ee k Rn is this; becauſe the 


of 


queens: of Calecut are perpetvally attcnd- 
ed by no leſs than ten prieſts a- piece, (tor, 


according to him, the king has two queens) 


and they are often compreſſed by them 
Which he is perſuaded to be for his honour = 
ſo to be dealt with; but this mixt of-ſpring 
not to be ſo fit to ſucceed as heirs to the 
een 


Pjzbilop. This quite ſpoils all the witty 


deſcant that Cuphophron made on tliar | 


ſuppoſed cuſtom, if Aloyſins Cadamuſis 
be a more credible writer than Ludeyicus 
 Patritins, - IE ESR 
Euiſt. Which is a very hard thing to 
prove, Philopolis „„ 
„„ Philotl. 
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Philoth. But in the mean time hiſtori 
ans contradicting one another, or differ- 
ing ſo much in their narrations, makes 
things ſo uncertain, that no wife man Wil! 
{uffer himſelf to be born down by ſtories 


into any anxieties touching Providence, be- ii | 
fore he be well aſſured of the truth of 
them. I am ſure Epicureans and atheiſes 
are very circumſpeët how they believe "a 
any ſtories about apparitions or witches, 1 


tho* never fo true, leſt they ſhould be 
diſturbed in their minds with over urgent 
ſuſpicions of the exiſtence of God, Why 
ſhould they then that believe there 1s a 
God from certain indications of him, be 
caſt into anxieties about Providence from 
{tories and reports that are uncertain? 
Hyl. That's but a reaſonable caution, © 
Philotheus: I pray you goon. 
Fhiloth. And a ſecond is this; b 
That touching ceremonies as The dend 
1 . Os | Confidera- 
well ciyil as religious, and tion, 
| moſt of all opinions, we are to 
conſider, there may be laid down the nar- 
ration of the ſymbols without any .key of 
Mythology added . thereto. Of which fort, 
ior ought J know, may be the Brammans 
tranſmitting the fouls of the beſt men into 
the body of a cow; a thing as likely as 
Jupiter's carrying Europa on his back 
VU through 
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'- > through the fea in the form of a 2y7/ 
Which Palephatus reſolves only into an ho- 
monymie in words, and tells us that it was 
agamanof Crete (an iſland peculiarly ſac; d 
to Jupiter) whoſe name was Taurus, that 
carried Eur pa into Crete out of T yre, as 
he had carried many other maids captive 
l. But what is this ſtory of a Pull to 
that of the Cow the Brammans ſpeak oi 
FPhbiloth. Very much, Hylobares. For 
I muit confeſs I think it 1s ſuch another 
-. Homonymie of words, the ſame word 
ſignifying both a cow or ox, and a cherub, 
_- that is, an angel, in the oriental tongues, 
))) Bears. ond 
'. _ £Euiſt. The criticks do write of {ome 
ſuch etymologies. 5 
| Philoth. And therefore the wiſer a. 
mongſt the Brammans, unleſs they have 
loſt their Pythagorick tradition, ſurely un 
_ derſtand by this tranſmiſſion of good mens 
ſouls into the body of a cow, the aſſecution 
of the cherubick or angelick body, which is 
the greateſt reward of the virtuous ſou! that 
can be, and the end of all the Pythagorick 
2 m 
l. This is an unexpected and ſurpii 
ſing account of that ſeeming”groſs conceit 
of the Indian Brammans. 5 
0 | Cup b. | 
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Cupb. I thought it was ſymbolical. | 
Philoth, They of Narſinga are worſhip. | 
ers of the ſun and moon. 


yl. It may be lo: a groſs and Cortiſh 
| religion, | 8 
Philoth, And they have a tradition, that. 
when cither of them are 3 they are 
bit by the celeſtial dragon. 
Hl. On my life their prieſis are conceal- l 
ec almanack makers, and have turned into Il 
a ſuperſtitious parable (which the people 
underſtand not) the philoſophy of caput CEE 
and cauda draconis. — t 
_ * Philoth. Then you ſee another real truth - i! 
Wi apt up in the homonymie of words; | 
and that this is no ſottiſhneſs in the prieſts =. 
of Narſinga, but our ignorance that unde 
ſtands not their mythology. Who knows 
therefore but that they may be as ſubtil in 
their worſhipping the ſun and moon, and pre. 
| 


tend they worſhip not them, but the Det- 
ty that is in them and in all things? asthe 
Europeans plead for their worſhipping i- 
mages, © that they worthip God or Chriſt in 
them. 


Hy. In this they may be both alike fub- 
til or ſottiſh, | 


Euiſt. But was there ever any conceit 
fo filly as that of ſome of the Americans, 
(hy! I have n che Country wherein 


11 


* - 
; , , 6 an — ” þ 55. % „% „„ arc 
* - . 3 . — — 2 * — * 6 Rn — 
Nee is S — ang 45 * — „ —— , 122 . 
— e T Wor OY 8 a b — . » WG rn 4 
Ee ee Se ens en ER - * ö 
D ” . * 6 


. 


— of the Provideaze if Gp 


— live,) who have this tradition amongſt 
them, That God ſhot a multitude of 2. 
rows into the ground, from whence ſprung 
men and women, and that thus the world 
was peopled? ; 
| Cuph. It may be it is ariddle concerning 


| 175 the bg ei 


Hul. What a youthful conceit has your 
fancy ſlipt into, O Cuphophron ? 
Cuph. It is good enough to allow q- 
mon; oft the Americans. 
501 What? then you have left of be- 
ing Advocate: general for the Paynims. 
_ * Cuph, It were no wit to defend them in 
To ſlight a matter. 1 
Bath. Tt may be the firſt author of that 
8 needs no defence, the parable bears 
ir an analogy to that paſſage ſomewhere 


= Plotinus, Tas s ef eve oioy Boks 
A. 
| Cupb. Why, do you ink, 'Bathynous, 
4 that ?ythagoras or Plat ever travelled : in- 
to America? 
Bath. No, but there may have been 
wiſe men in all parts of the earth, for ought . 


f 5 I know, who in ſymbols and parables have 


inſculped the memorials of their wiſdom 


in the minds and memories of rude peo- 


ple; as ſome ng in lolitary woods or 
yg 


* 


groves carve their names ir the barks of 
trees, which grow with the growth of the 
tree they. are carved on. But it may be 
in a little time men know as little of the 


meaning of theſe parables, as the ſtock or 
bark of a tree does of the perſon whole _ 
name it bears. And to tell the rude peo. - 


ple of the myſtical meaning of their tradi- 


tional allegories, as if the ſtory were but a 
parable, but the myſtery the truth, would 


de as harſh to their minds, as it would be 
hard to a tree, if it had ſenſe, to have the 
true effigies of the man whoſe name it bears 
carved on it, in lieu of the name which it 


has already, and which has grown and 
ſpread in the bark with the growth of the 
tree, It would be as dolorous to them as 
uſing the inciſion- knife to carve their live 
 Heſh, And therefore it would make them fu- 
riouſly oppoſe the manitcitation of the trarh. 


Hyl. What pretty unexpected fetches 


has the thoughtful mind of Bath ynous | But 


I eagerly deſire that Philotheus would 
hold on in his propoſed method,  _ 
Phfiloth. In the third place there- 


fore, Hylobares, you are to conſi- Tie! 
conſidera» 


der, that the prejudice of cuſtom tion. 
may ſo infe& our fancies, that for _ 
matter of ornaments of the body or other 
civil Ceremonies, we may unawares tax 
Jas .” - "het 
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The third 


— 
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2 1 Of the Providehze if G6D;- 
they live,) who have this tradition among} 
them, That God ſhot a multitude of 3. 
rows into the ground, from whence ſpruns 
men and women, and that thus the world 
Was peopled? 
Cuph. It may be it is ariddle concerniag 
| PR Abi yervilixoy. 


Hyl. What a youthful conceit has your 

f fancy flipt into, O Cuphophron? 
* Cuph. It is good enough to allow a- 
mongſt the Americans. 
hl. What? then you have lefi of be- 
ing Advocate: general for the Paynims. 
_ * Cuph, It were no wit to defend them in 

| fo ſlight a matter. 
Bath. It may be the firſt author of that 


ang ma needs no defence, the parable bears 


lo fair an analogy to that paſſage ſomewhere 
in Plotinus, Tas e eve olo⸗ SD 


Y Os, g 


WW Why, 2K 1 chink, 'Bathynous, 
Sat thagoras or lato ever travelled 1 iu. 


to Ae, 45 
Bath, No, but there may have been 


3 mite men in all parts of the earth, for ought * 


I know, who in ſymbols and parables have 


* inſculped the memorials of their wiſdom 


- In the minds and memories of rude peo. 


ple; as ſome wilkio 8 in ſolitary woods or 
- =o 


e * 119/08 


trees, which grow with the growth of the 
tree they are carved on. But it may be 


in a little time men know as little of the 


meaning of theſe parables, as the ſtock or 


bark of a tree does of the perſon Whoſe 
name it bears. And to tell the rude peo- 


ple of the myſtical meaning of their tradi- 
tional allegories, as if the ſtory were but a 
_ parable, but the myſtery the truth, would 
be as harſh to their minds, as it would be 
hard to a tree, if it had ſenſe, to have the 
true effigies of the man whoſe name it bears 
carved on it, in lieu of the name which it 
has already, and which has grown and 


ſpread in the bark with the growth of the 


tree, It would be as dolorous to them as 
uſing the incifion-knite to carve their, live 
Heſh, And therefore it would make them fu- 
riouſly oppoſe the manifeſtation of the truth. 

Hyl. What pretty unexpected fetches 
has the thoughtful mind of Bathynous! But 
1 eagerly deſire that Philotheus would 
hold on in his propoſed method. : 
_ Philoth. In the third place there. 


fore. Hyvlobares. vou are to — 
7 Hy lobares, you are conf: conſidera- 


der, that the prejudice of cuſtom. jon. 
may ſo inſect our fancies, that for 
matter of ornaments of the body or other 
| Civil Ceremonies, we may unawares tax 
185 e „ > Roe 
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groves carve their names ir the barks of 


The third 
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thoſe that are really as good as our own, 


There is a great latitude in theſe things, 


and they vary even in the moſt civilized 


places from one extreme to another, and 


that very often in one age: and the habits 
_of ourſathers We ee ſeem as ſtrange 


to us as thoſe of ſtrangers and foreigners. 


Hyl. This is a point that leaſt of all trou- 


bles me, Philotheus. 
3 Philoth. But fourthly, as for mo. 


The-fourth ral deformities and extravagan- 
conſiderati- 1 


„ cles, it has been hinted already, 


that there being folly and wicked. 
neſs all over the world, it is better there 


ſhould be this variegation of it, than that 


it ſhould be every-where in the ſame dreſs; 
that ſecing it out of the more familiar ha- 

bit, we may the more eaſily diſcern the ug. 
lineſs of it, and the more courageouſly hoot 


at it, and ſo at laſt heartily deteſt it, be it 
in what mode or habit it will. Thus is va- 


nity and vileneſs laughed and jeared at e- 
ven upon its own ſtage, while it is in ac- 
ting, and in due time will, it may be, 


quite be hiſſed off the ſtage by the ſpecta- 
tors; that is to ſay, they will be as much 


aſhamed to frame dark and diſmal idolima- 
ginations of God, as to worſhip the devil; 
and to live as if there were no God in the 
world, as to profeſs openly they think there 
8 — Sopbhi. 


* 
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Sopbr. I pray God haſten thoſe times, 
Philotheus. 7 . | 


 Philop. Amen, I pray God, 
_Philoth, Fifthly, you are to con- Ane fifth 


der Hylobares, that this terreſtri- convider:- 


tion. 


al globe is the very dregs of the 


world, and the moſt proper region of evil; 
and that therefore to. judge of the full be- 


nignicy of divine Providence by what we 
find here, were to meaſure the happineſs 


ol tome famouſly flouriſhing and excellent- | 
y- well ordered city by the condition of 


them that live in the hoſpitals or -goals. 
For, according to the opinion of the anci- 
ent philoſophers, Philo, Plato and others, 


there may be many aereal and æthercal 
concamerations above this carth and lower 


air well repleniſhed with happy ſouls or 


ſpirits, ſuch as are arrived to that conditi- 
on that Plutarch ſets down in this ergma, 
that they are the citizens of that region 
where the inhabitants eat no meat, nor do 

their bodies caſt any ſhadow. Rs: 


4 
9 


Hyl. That's a good and comfortable 


conſideration to thoſe that rejoice more in 


the good of the univerſe than their own. | 


Philath, And thoſe that are ſuch T gy 


curious enquirers into Providence conſidera- 


ought to be ſo minded, But I pro- 2 
coed, Sixthly, therefore, conſider, that 
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whatſoever evil mankind. groans under, 
they have brought it on their own heads 
by their diſobedience and revolting from 
the Firlt Good, and by preferring the full _ 
{windge of the animal life before the order- 
Jy pleaſures and warrantable Joys of the 


| gaivine. 


Sophr. And therefore, Philothious 1 think 


we have preatcr reaſon to magnific the 


mercy of God, when we ſee any ſad object | 


| an the world, that every man is not in ſo 
Alla condition, (whenas we have all made 


*t ourſelves ee en thereto) than to repine 


again Providence, becauſe we ſes ſome 
arc. 

Philoth. You ſay ver well, en f 
and we may alſo add, That there are Ve- 
ry few in the world lo miſerable, but they 
Would take it very hainouſly of any one 
whom they underſtood to go about 0 take 
away their life. 

: Becauſe (which is to be aſe 
The ſeventh ved in the ſeventh place) the 


--.- COhſ, Jerati- | 


38 lapſe of man (as touching happt- | 
nmnmnheſo is but into leſſer enjoyments, 

out of God's bleſſing (as the proverb is) 
into the warm ſun; he catching at good e- 
ven then, if we may believe Socrates, 
. when he Cloſes with that which 1 we ought 
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in ſuch circumſtances of defect or obliqur 
ty to call by the name of evil. 
 Sophr. And good reaſon too, Philotheus. 
Philoth. Eightly, we are to 
take notice, That in the moſt diſ- „ 
advantageous parts of the world on. 1 
there is a poſſibility of emerging 
out of the wickedne(s and ignorance of 
the place, if a man be ſincere : if he be 
not, his hypocriſie is 1% facto puniſhed. 
For thoſe that of late ycars have gone a- 
bout to convert the Indians to the faith, 
have found them very capable, and not 
only ſo, but exceeding witty and ſubtil, 
nothing inferior to the civilized nations, as 
I have heard from them that have made 
obſervation. And I doubt not but if Eui- 
ſtor would make it his buſineſs to fer out 
the commendable things amongſt the bar- 
barous nations, as much as he has tho 
things that look the moſt horridly and re- 
proachfully, it would alleviate Hy lobares' 
his melancholick conceits of things very 
much. 


XXIV. Excellent inſtances of morality even in \-the mol 
barbarous nations. 


Euiſt. J muſt confeſs, uin that 
I meet with ſuch ſpecimina of peace and 
righteouſneſs amongſt the barbarous nati- 
ons ſo called, that it were deſitable we 

N "i 
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took up a wedge 


could find the like amongſt us Chriſtians, 


The barbarous Americans themſelves ſeck 


future happineſs from theſe principles; 
promiſing that prize to the juſt and peace- 


ful, and adjudging the injurious, cruel and 


covetcus to a dark, a4 3.2 Sn diſconſo 
late pilgrimage after this liſe, where they 


| ſhall cut their feet with hard flints, and 
enjoy no comfort, reſt, nor quiet in any 
thing. Whence Hathney, a Peruvian noble. 


man, would. not be baptiſed, becauſe he 


would not go to the place where the cruel 
and covetous Spainards went, tho' they 
called it by the ſpecious name of heaven. 


I ſhould think as much from fear of being 


m like condition after this hfe with theſe 
bloody man-ſlayers, as out of deteſtation 
of their accuſed company: whoſe inſati · 


able deſire aſter gold made them infuffe- 


rably injurious, to the ſhame of all Chit. 
ſlendom, as if they had no other God but 


this; as a Braſilian by gore yet to them,who 


the God of the Chriſtians. 755 
Sophr. So eaſie a thing is it for one ſo 
of wickedneſs to reproach another. 


bo 


Euiſt. But if you read but the deſerip- 


tion of the country of Mangi in the East. 
indies, and of their king Fakfur, as Paulus 


Venetus fets things down, with what juſ- 
1 Gs tice, 


: nc Wo, a 


gold, ſaying, Bebold 
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were adminiſtred, and with what ſecurity 
they lived, and how ſafely ſtrangers might 
travel night and day through all parts 


of his large kingdom, and that tho* tradeſ- 
men left open their ſhops by , no 
man would enter to ſteal any thing; you 
would beſtow a better title on theſe ſure- 
iy, O Sophron, than you did on the Spa- 


ward or Braſilian. 


Sophr, I hey leem to deſerve a better, 


Euiſtor. 


Euiſt. The like character particularly 
does Ludovicus Patritius give of the city 


Cambaia, averring that they keep moſt 
profeſſedly to that royal law, Quod tib. fe 


eri non vis, alter: ne feceris. 


Hyl. But where find you any ſoch ex- 
5 ample in the #eſt-Indres, Caller f For 


that is the moſt notorious region of barba- 
ty. 


Em. It cannot be denied. And yet : 


| you fee they have a diſcrimination of 


good and evil, by that ſtory of Hathney 
the Brafilian. And even that people 
which Americus, efputius deſcribes in his 


Arlt voyage, to be as remote from all that 


which we call civility as can be, they be- 


ing without government, laws, or cloth- 


ing, yet their humanity and Kkindneſs to 


iran- 
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ſtrangers is ſaid to exceed all belief; they 


receiving them when they were landed 
with all expreſſions of joy and gladne(s, 
with ſongs and dances, with mirth and 


junkeitings, offering them every thing 
they found pleaſing to themſelves, and 
doing all honour and reſpe& imaginable 
to them, inviting them by their friend!;- 
neſs and hoſpitality no leſs than eighteen 
leagues into their country, and entertain- 


ing them thus liberally nine days from 
place to place. And as they waited on 


them in ſuch numerous companies, if they 


faw any of the ſtrangers wearied, they | 


would of themſelves caſe them by carry- 


ing them in their hamocks, and were won- 


derfully officious in conveying them over 


rivers, by fleights and artifices they had, 


for both their eaſe and fafery. Happy he 


- that had the opportunity of ſhewing his 


kindneſs to any one of them, in getting 
him on his back or neck to ſwim over the 
river with him. With theſe high, but na- 


rural, ſtrains of real civility and humanity 
did they conduct the ſtrangers alſo back a- 


gain to their ſhips. Where they having 


I entertain'd them for a day, and after given 


them notice that they were to go away 
next morning, ihe natives having ſuffici- 
ently pleaſed themſel ves in viewing and 
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admiring the largeneſs and artificialneſs of 
their veſſels, they very incndly took 
leave, and left them. 
Cupb. It had been a pretty experiment 


to have ſhot off ſome of the Cannon while 


theſc poor ignorant Paynims were in the 
midſt of their aſtoniſhment and admiration, 

Euiſt. They did fo, Cuphophron, ha- 
ving no deſign to experiment any thing, 
but only to diſcharge a gun or two accord. : 
ing as is uſual on ſuch occaſions. Bat it 
had a ridiculous effect. 

Cuph. I pray you tell what, e 
Kut. Thoſe that were on the Shore 

leapt into the fea, and dived; as frogs af- 
frighted at ſome ſudden noiſe or diſtur. 
bance leap from among the graſs or flags 
on the bank into the river. 

Cuph. I underſtood before they wet 
able iwinmers, 

| Fuiſt. To admiration, Gachopheen, 

Sopbr. But that was not ſo well done 
of Americus and his company, to terrify 
them ſo with ſo ſudden and dreadtul a 
noiſe, after all their civilities. 

Euiſt, It ſcar'd them indeed, but they 
ſoon perceived the ſtrangers meant them 
no hurt; and they had no grounds of fear- 
ing any ipjury from them, being conſci. 

ous to themſelves of mcaning them none, 
and 
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and of having done all kindneſs to them 
they could. 

Philoth. You oe” Uplibares, how 
much of the law of reaſon and goodneſs is 
implanted even in thoſe nations that are tg 


the utmoſt barbarous, they are DAS ga- 


To!, Lovers of mankind, or @1A6eivor, 


Eulſt. Why may we not then add chat 2 
which follows | in Homer. 


4 Tl voug kg Jesdys; 


| Philoth, That's a very high expreſſion, 
Euiſtor, for them; but not unapplicable 

to the beſt ſort of Chriſtians. For our own 
religion teſtifies that God is love, and that 
tove- is the fulſilling of the law. 

Hy. It is a Mis. conſideration, that 
there is the emergency of ſo much good 
in a people that ſeemed in ſo Cquatid* and 
forlorn a condition, and ſo utterly hopelels, 
: Philoth, But imagine, Hyio- 
Fe pinch bares, a nation or country in as 
raden. 1 ſqualid and forlorn a condition as 
you will, this may alſo, in the 
ninth las. caſe your fancy, That tho? 
the ſucceſſion of ſuch a nation continue 
for many ages, yet the particular ſou! 
that make up this ſucceſſion in ſuch a di 
advantageous abode, their ſtay is but 
ſhort, but their ſubſiſtence everlaſting al. 

ter 
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ter this life. So that their ſtay here is nothing 

in compariſon of their duration hereafter. 
Hyl. This indeed were ſomething, Phi- 
fothers, if their quitting of this life were 
a reicaſe from all that evil that hangs a- 
bu hem Bee Ent in,” 
 Philath. Who knows, Hylobares, but 
the preſent diſadvantages to them that are 
fincere may prove advantages to them in 
the other ſtate; and by how much more 
_ forcibly they ſeemed to be born down to 
evil here, that by the ſpecial Providence 
of God, at the releaſement of the. ſoul 
from the body, there is the more ſtrong 
and peremptory re ſiliency from this ſordid 
region of miſery and fin? {© © © 
Al. If that be, your argument is not 
devoid of force, nor do I know ho to 
confute it, For I know you will ſay, that 
whatever good does accrue to ſuch ſincere 
ſouls, it is in virtue of the miraculous re- 
velation of Jeſus Chriſt to them. 
Philoth. You conjecture right. 
Hy]. But what ſhall we think of thoſe 
Barbarians in whom there never was any 
thing of the Divine life, nor any moral 
poſſibility of acquiring ir? 
Philoth. If this were, which is 
hard to admit, I muſt confeſs I 8 
could not think ſo hardly of God, don. 


18 
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4s to imagine that they muſt anſwer for 
that gdepoſitum that never was put into 
their hands, And therefore it were the 
ſafelt to conceive, which you may note 
in the tenth place, (nor can we define any 
| thing more determinate! y therein) That 
- they will be committed to ſuch a ſtate af 
ter this life as is moſt ſuitable and propor- 
tionable to ſuch a creature, To 
Gt. NE. you. may add In. the laſt 
ration, place, That on the ſtage of this 
ecearth, a throughly-caſtigatcd bo- 
Ay, tho' it be the fitteſt habitacle for the 
Divine light and heavenly life to abide in, 
et it is more inept for the enjoyment of | 
that more full and ſenſible ſweetneſs of the 
animal or beſtial; and that ſo reflexive and 
animadverſive a ſpirit as the ſoul of man 
given op wholly to the pleaſures of the 4. 
nimal lite reaps an higher meaſure of de. 
light therefrom, and that with more pur- 
Etual and pompous circumſtances, than 
any beaſt whatſoever, Son, remember that 
thou in thy life time receivedſt thy good 
things, &C, VVVV— #3 ITE 


XXV. Cuphophron's rapturous reaſons why God does | 
not ally the world, notwithſtanding the groſs mil. 
cCarriages in it; with Hylobares and Sophron's ſolid ani- 
madverſions thereon. a 
Cupb. J partly underſtand you, Philo- 
theus, and cannot but applaud the felici- 
| 
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ty of your invention, that has hit upon ſo 
many and ſo pertinent conſiderations to 
bear up the mind of N from ſink-. 
ing into any diſtruſt of the goodneſs of 
Providence. But, methinks, I could add 
one conſideration more, to make the num- 
ber even, and ſuch as will meet with the 
moſt paſſionate expreſſion in Hylobares' 
complaint; as if God ſhould rather dif. 
ſolve the world in an "gh indignation a- 
gainſt the miſcarriages of it, than ſuffer it 
to go on in ſuch a wild courſe as it ſecms 
to have done in the manners and religions 
of the moſt barbarous Pagans. My medi- 
tation, I muſt confeſs, is ſomething meta- 
phyſical ; but I hope it is not above the ca- 
pacity of Hylobares to underitand it. 
Philoth. That he will beſt know when 

you have delivered yourſelf of it, Cupho- 
phron. IS | ors 3 

Cuph. The ſum of it is to this purpoſe, 
(and I wiſh myſelf better ſucceſs than for- 
merly, for. I have been very unlucky in 
my delivering myſelf hitherto) That the 
* univerſal object of man's underſtanding, 

religion and veneration, is much what ac- 
cording to that infcription in the temple of 
Ii or Minerva in Sats, an antient city of 
Egypt, Eyw ett wav To yeyoro;, 6 


* 
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 anortal hitherto has ever uncovered u. 


veil. This I conceive is the bidden Eſſence 
of the eternal God, who is all, and fron; 
whom all things are in ſuch fort, as tha: 
they may in ſome ſenſe be ſaid till to be 

— 5s 2 5 
Hy. This is Yypermetaphyſical, O Cu. 
phophron, very highly turgent and myſtert- 
ous. What do you mean? That God is fo 
the eſſence and ſubſtance of all things, that 
they are but as dependent accidents of 
him? If there were nothing but matter in 
the world, this riddle would be eaſily in. 
telligible in this ſenſe, and all phenome::s 


wWhat- ever would be but the modifications 


of this one ſubſtance. But for my own part, 


J was abundantly convinced by the firſt | 


day's diſcourſe, That there is an [mov | 
able Subſtance diſtinct from that of the 
moveable matter: which diſtinction is ſo 
| palpable, that nothing can be ſaid to be 

God in any good ſenſe but God himſelf, | 
at leaſt no material thing can. 

Cu ph. You have almoſt ſtruck quite out 
of my thoughts what I was a-going to {ay 
next, Hylobares. 1 e 
F Philo. 
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P bilop. Cuphophron ſeems to be full 
bol ſomething; I pray you give him leave 
tio vent himſelf.” I | 
| Cuph. I have recovered it. Now 1 
ſay, whatſoever is repreſented to the foul 
is not God himſelf, but ſome exterior 
manifeſtation: Toy yo, EMOY TETDOv Yo. 
| 62is x Ivur0s d zo LE. And 
whatſoever is more eminent and extraor- 
dinary, nature from religious complexions 
has eaſily extorted veneration thereto, it 
being as it were a more ſenſible appear- 
ance or viſible ſtirring of that great God- 
| Head that inhabits this auguſt temple of 
the world. - Wherefore God and his holy 
| temple filling all places, the paſſionate 
mottons of all creatures are a kind of Di- 
vine worſhip, they every-where ſeeking. 
and crouching to him to enjoy ſome bene- 
_ diction of him, or elſe ſinging his praiſes 
ia triumphant accents, and in tran{porting 
expreſſions of their preſent enjoyments; 
ſome even waſting themſelves in the com- 
placency they take, tho? in but ſmaller 
matters which he beſtows on them, or ra- 
ther permits them to take them, tho' he 
could wiſh they would make choice of 
better. But theſc, tho? {mall in them- 
ſelves, ſeem great to them that are pleaſed 
== M02 
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with them; theſe leſſer communications 
of the embodied excellencies of the Dev 
ty ſo filling their puſillanimous ſpirits Wit 
jo) and rapture, that they even willingly 


forfeit all the reſt, and turn as it were 


martyrs and {elt- facrificers to but fo faint a 
ſhadow or {cant reſemblance of the {ir{t 


uncreated perfection: whoſe beautiful na. 
ture is ſolidly born witneſs unto by fo rea- 
dy and conſtant a profeſſion, (tho? many 

rimes with ſad after-inconveniences) and 


by fo religious an adheſion to ſo flender 


and evanid emanations thereof, Which 
miſtakes therefore ſhould in alt likelihood _ 


move pity rather than vengeance in the 
Deity, whoſe meaner gifts are ſo highly 
prized and received with ſuch cager devo- 


tion. Wherefore as uglily diſordered as 


the affairs of mankind ſeem, Hylobares 


has no reaſon to conceit that God's ven- 


geance muſt be preſently poured down 


upon their heads, they not ſo much re · 


roaching him, as ny themſelyes, 
by their ill choice. 


 Hyl. What think vou, ien? 


has not Cuphophron made a very raptu- 
rous barangue ? 


Sophr. If the full ſtream of his fancy 


and eloquence had not carried away his 
| ae een, and maſled 1 it into ſuch ſcanda- 


lous 
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| lous expreſſions as well as real miſtakes, 
| the muſick of his words had been no oſ- 
| fence to mine ears. But to me it ſeems 
the remainder of yeſternighi's reſvery. 

which he fell into when he had ſo plenti- 
| fully imbib'd the evening-air impregnated 
| with the moiſt influence of the moon, 
which it ſeems has given him this ſecond 
intoxication, For tho” his words paſs the 
tongue very glibly, yet the ſenſe of ſome 
paſſages ſeems very unſound to me, and 
to be rather the wild fetches of wit and 
fancy, than the ſuggeſtion of true reaſon: 
As that they that make ſuch an affection- 
ate choice of meaner good things, plea- 
ſure, ſuppoſe, inſtead of virtue, ſeem not- 
withſtanding religiouſly to give glory to 
God, in that they ſo highly eſteem theſe 
leſſer ſhadows of that fulneſs and perfe- 
clion that is in him; whenas really it is a 
reproach to God, to have thoſe things 
that are leaſt like him preferr'd by a ratio- 
nal creature before thoſe things that are 
moſt like him, as true virtue and the Di- 
vine hfe moſt certainly is. This there- 
fore is extravagantly falſe and ſcandalous. 
Beſides that it is a groſs affront to the Al 
mighty, whenas he bids us make choice 
of ong thing, that we will make choice of 


| another, | | 
Mmyg - i 
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l. Lou have ſaid enough, O Sophron, 
to enervate all ſuch ſlight pretenſions. 


Theſe moon ſhire conceptions of Cupho- 


phron are very abortive, and ſuddenly 


vaniſh in ſo clear a light. Beſides, if 
there had been any force of reaſon mingled. 


with bis high-flown cloquence, what 
makes it to the main deſign, That Provi- 


dence has its rule and meaſure from the 


Divine goodneſs? —\ 
- XXVI. Hylobares as yet unſatisfy'd touching the good- 


neſs ot Providence, by reaſon of the {ad ſcene of things 
in the world. | x | Heath. 


 Philop, You unmercifully fall upon the 


rcar of thoſe many conſiderations Which 
Philotheus and Cuphophron have jointly 


offered you. But what think you of the 


whole body, Hylobares ? Is your ſceptr 

ciim in this point ſo powerful as ſtill to be 

able to bear up againſt them? 
Hl. IJ muſt confeſs, O Philopolis, 


that many things have been ſuggeſted 


from Philotheus that are very conſider- 


able, and much to the purpoſe they aim 
at: but I am ſo in love with the opt- 


nion, That the goodneſs of God is the 
 weaſure of his 5 

ſire J have it ſhould be true, it may be, 
makes the defence thereof ſeem weaker 
to me than it is. I muſt ingenuouſly con- 


 fels, I do not find myſelf fo perfectly yet 


P,ovidence, that the de- 


— y<ans At — 
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at caſe in my mind touching this matter; 


and Cuphophron's ſhrewd reflexions on 


the analogies of the miſcarriages of the ci- 
vilized nations, which they bear to thoſe U 
of the moſt barbarous i in manners and relt-> _ | 


gion, have rather rankled the ſore than 


| healed it, and have made it the more in- 


carable. | 
6 pb. Was ever man ſo a. as 


I in my officiouſneſs to ſerve my friends 
with that ſmall pittance of wiſdom that 
God and nature have beſtowed upon me? 


When I reaſon ſbrewaly, that is to ſay, 


 falidly, then I fefter the fore; When m 


arguments naturally tend to mollify, loten N 
and aſſwage the anguiſh of the ſore, then 
they are weak, abortive, moon- ſhine-con- YN 
ceptions, Well, I ſee the fates caſt the 
whole honour upon Philotheus of curin 


Hylobares his malady. And I with him 


good ſucceſs therein. 
Philoth, I thank you, Cuphophros, 


| And I ſhall ſoon find out what my ſucceſs 


is like to be, by asking Hylobares but 


one queſtion. 


Hyl. I pray do, Philotheus : | L ſhall 


l 1 you with all freedom. 
Pyhiloth. Tell me then, Hylobares, 
whether you do not think that ſome free 


agents, whether the ſpirits of angels or of 


man, 
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men, may not ſo misbehave themſelves, 
chat if you'ſaw them tumbling in ſtifling 
flames of brimſtone, and heard them how!. 
ing for extremity of torture, and hideout] y 
blaſpheming God out of an impenitent 
vexation of mind and diabolical fixedneſs 
in that which is evil, being committed to 
a ſtate of devils and of hell; whether, not- 
withſtanding the diſmalneſs of this tragi- 
cal fight, you cannot eaſily conceive but 
that ſuch a ſtate of things, tho? it were all 
over the face of the carth, might. conſiſt 

with the juſtice and goodneſt of Gd. 
' Hyl. With that part of his goodneſs 
which we call ſuſtice, you mean, Philo- 
_- Philoth. Be it ſo, Hylobares. 
l. That I was convinced of yeſter- 
day, by your parable of the deflower d 
virgin, and the condign puniſhment of 
the villain that deflower'd her and abuſed 
her ſo barbarouſly; that, even in ſuch ſe- 
verity as tended not at all to rhe emenda- 
tion of the puniſhed, the infliction not. 
withſtanding of the puniſhment might have 
its riſe and take its reaſons and meaſures 
from goodneſs itſelf. We 
- Philoth. Can you ſtick to this without 
any diffidence, Hytobares RR 
Hl. Yes ſurely, this ſeems to me 4 
clear caſe. 8 XXVII. 
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XXVII. An hypotheſis that will ſeeure the goodneſs of 


Providence, were the fcene of things on this earth ten 
times worſe than it is. 


Philoth. Why then, Hylobares, Thave 
one ſingle catholicon, which, if you can 
receive it, will quite purge out of your 

mind the loweſt, the laſt, and the leaſt re- 
maining dregs of diffidence that you can 
have touching the goodneſs of Providence, 
tho? the Tcene of things quite over the 


| carth were ten times worſe than Euiſtos | 


has deſcribed them. by 
| Hyl, I marry, Sir, this is ſomething 3 in- 
dceced, Philotheus. This is that which 
will clear up my thoughts to the purpoſe, 


and ſet me ar perfect caſe, I thought 


there was ſome great thing wanting fil 
to the full ſatisfaction and quiet of my 
mind: {I beleech you let me know 2 


therefore, Philotheus. 


Philoth. It is one of the two Haute 
keys of Providence, even the golden one. 
Hyl. Why, are there juſt two? | 

Philoch, "wo main ones. 
Ml. And if the one be gold, I pray 
you gi ie is the other? a filver one? 

_ Philoth. So they call it. 
Hi. O how I long to have theſe keys 
1 into my hand! 1 pray you | 

Philotheus, produce them. 
Phileth, Not while Bathynous is in the 
company. Fl. 


oh 380 Of the Providence of Gon. 


hl. Why fo, Philotheus? Bathynous | 


ſeems one of the worthicſt perſons in the 
whole company to receive them, 
P biloth. You would tay fo, if you knew 


: Ht. I pray you conceal nothing fm 
Pbpiloth. It was he that firſt received 
them, and that many years ago, when he 


was fearce older than yourſelf: And | 


therefore none of us think it decorous to 


do take upon us to deliver theſe keys to 


any one while he is in preſence, we ever 
reſerving that honour to him that firſt re- 
ceived them. 1 AY 
Hu. Fhat's an handſome ceremony. O 
thrice happy youth, whom the. bright 
face of wiſdom fo early ſhined upon! But, 
| L[pray you, where did he receive theic 
enen, © 
|  .. Phuloth. In a dream. . 
Fl. What, has all my expectation 
then vaniſhed into a dream? 
Euiſt. You know, Hylobares, what 
high ſtrains of philoſophy are delivered 
in ſommum Scipionis. 2 


hl. You fay right, I was but in jeſt, 


and expect no leſs truth now, nor of 
meaner importance, than before. 
tut, I pray you, Bathynous, whe 


- — 5 
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ind of dream was it? For there are five 
ſeveral ſorts, according to Macrobius * 
namely, "Over@,, 'Opapa, Xęuua - 
1196, Erb trio, Parracua. 

Bath. Truly, Euiſtor, I have not yet 
conſidered that ſo critically, never ſince L 
- had. : 35 ©. 
Euiſt. But you could eaſily tell me, 1 
did J but deferibe the natures of theſe ö 
five ſeveral forts of dreams to you. 0 
Pe Hl. O impertinent Euiſtor, that wouldſk { 
cauie ſuch needleſs delays by catching | 

at this occaſion of ſhewing thy {kill in cri: 
ical trifles, whiles I in the mean time am ; 
almoſt quite conſumed with exceſs of |} 
deſire to have ſo important an arcanum | 
| 


communicated unto me, for the eſtabliſh- 1 
ing my mind in that great and fundamen- | 
tal truth I ſo eagerly ſeek after! „„ 
Euiſt. Let me beg of you, Bathynous, 

to put Hylobares out of pain, for I ſee ge 
is highly impatient. JJ 
Batb. It is a dream J had in my youth, 

of an old man of a grave countenance and 
comportment ſpeaking unto me in a wood. 
Euiſt. That very intimation ſhews it 
to be that kind of dream that the Greetxe 
call Xenαντiννuᷓ, the Latines craculum. 
_.:- 


, In ſomn, Scip. lib, 1, cap. 3. 
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l. A good omen, Euiſtor, I than. 


0 you for that. I'II forgive thee all thy cri- 


tical 1 impertinencies hereafter for this pal: 


ſage ſake, 


Evil, And I will jointly beg of Bath 


nous to tell us this e of his; for Ian 
almoſt as eager of it as yourſelf. I would 

fain ſee how exquiſite an example it is o 

that kind of dream which in Engh/h we 
ſhould call an oracle. 


Bath, I profeſs, gentlemen, I am much 


_ aſhamed to ſeem ſo light-minded as to tell 


my dreams before ſtrangers, eſpecially 


| 2 ſo grave a perſon as Philopolis. 


l. The proper term, Bathynous, is 

not a dream, but an oracle. 

Batb. But I am more aſhamed to pre- 
tend to ſpeak oracles than to tell my 
dreams. 

Cuph. You did not ſpeak the oracle, 


but the oracle was ſpoke to you. 


Bath. But if T had not ſpoke it akfter- 


Wards, Cuphophron, none of you had e. 
ver heard it, 


Phitop. Call it a drain, of an aac, 


or an oracular dream, it matters not, Ba. 
I; ſo we may enjoy the hearing of 
For I am neither ſo unſkilful nor mo- 


role as to have the ſlighter conceit of any 


one for telling his dream, elpeclally in 
fuch 


uy rather ſo to do. | | 


Bath. Well then, ſince it mult be fo, 
gentlemen, upon the permiſſion of Philo- 
polis and the importunity of Hylobares, I 
ſhall recite to you my dream as exquiſite» 


ly and briefly as I can, You muſt know 


then, firſt, Philopolis, of what an anxious 


and thoughtful genius I was from my ve- 
ry childhood, and what a deep and ftrong 
{ſenſe I had of the exfhence of God, and 


what an early conſcienciouſneſs of approv- 


ing myſelf to him; and how, when I had 
arrived to riper years of reaſon, and was 
imbued with ſome ſlender rudiments of 
philoſopHy, I was not then content to 


think of God in the groſs only, but began 
to conſider his nature more diſtinctly and 
accurately, and to contemplate and com- 


pare his attributes; and how, partly from 


the natural fentiments of my own mind, 
partly from the countenance and authority 
of holy ſeripture, I did confidently con- 


clude that infinite power, wiſdom and 


goodneſs, that theſe three were the chief. 


eſt and moſt comprehenſive attributes of 
the divine nature, and that the ſovereign 
of thele was his goodneſs, the ſummity 
and flower, as I may fo ſpeak, of the 
Divinity, and that particularly whereby 
5 V 
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ſuch circumſtances: nay, I think it is his 
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the fouls of men become Divine, whenas 
the largeſt communication of the other, 
without this; would not make them 4 
vine, but devits. 

In the mean time, being verſed in no 
other natural philoſophy nor metaphyſicks 
but the vulgar, and expecting the laws of 
the external creation, whether viſible or 
inviſible, ſhould be ſuitable to that excel- 
lent and lov ely idea of the Godhead 
which with the moſt ſerious devotion' and 
affection I entertained in my own breaſt, 
my mind was for a long time charged 
with inextricable puzzles and difficulties, 
to make the Phanomena of the world ad, 
valgar opinions of men in any Yolerable 
way to conſort or ſuit with theſe two 
chiefeſt attributes of God, his wiſdom 
and his goodneſs, ; Theſe meditations 
_ cloſed mine eyes at night; theſe ſaluted 
my memory. "the ſirſt in the morning: 
'T heſc eos my. remote and folt- 
tary walks into fields and woods fome- 
times ſo early, as when moſt of other 
mortals keep their beds. y 


XXVIII. Bathynous hi is dream of ihe two ko of Proyi- 
dence, containing the above mentioned hypotheſis. 


It came to paſs therefore, O Philopolis, 
that one ſummer- morning having roſe 
much more car! y than ordinar . and hav- 


ing ; 


(which I had a good while frequented ) 
that I thoaght fit to reſt myſelf on the 


ground, having ſpent my ſpirits,. partly | 
by long motion of my body, but mainly 


by want of ſleep, and over-anxious and (0- 


licitous thinking of ſuch difficulties as Hy- 


lobares either has already, or, as ] deſ- 
cry'd at firſt, is likely to propoſe; I. 


ſtraightway repoſed my weary limbs a- 
mongſt the graſs and flowers at the foot of 
a broad ſpread flouriſhing oak, where the 
gentle freſh morning-air | playing in the 
made on my heated temples, and with in. 


expreſſible pleaſure refrigerating my blood 
and ſpirits, and the induſtrious” bees buſt 
ly humming round about me upon the 
dewy honey-ſuckles; to which nearer” 
noiſe was moſt melodiouſly joined the di- 
ſtanced ſingings of the chearfal birds re- 
echoed from all parts of the wood; theſe 


delights of nature thus conſpiring toge- 
ther, you may calily fancy, O Philopolis, 


would quickly charm "Bo wearled body 


ut my ſoul was 
then as much as ever awake, and, as it 


into a profound ſleep. 


it ſeems, did moſt vividly dream that 1 
was ſtill walking in theſe ſolitar y woods, 


with my thoughts more eagerly intent up- 


on thoſe uſual difficulties of Providence 


JJ 
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ing walk'd ſo long in a certain wood _ 
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But while I was in this great anxiety 
and carneſtneſs of ſpirit, accompanied (as 


frequently when I was awake) with vehe- 


ment and devout ſuſpirations and ejacula- 
tions towards God, of a ſudden there ap- 
| peared at a diſtance a very grave and ve- 
nerable perion walking ſlowly towards me. 
His ſtature was greater than ordinary. 
| He was clothed with a looſe filk garment 
'* of a purple colour, much like the Indian 
gowns that are now in faſhion, ſaving that 
the fleeves were ſomething longer and 
wider: and it was tied about him with a 
| Levitical girdle alſo of purple; and he 
wore a pair of velvet ſhippers of. the ſame 
colour, but upon his head a Montero of 
black velvet, as if he were both a travel. 
ler and an inhabitant of that place at once. 
Cuph. I dare warrant you it was the 
ghoſt of ſome of the worthy anceſtors of 
that noble family to whom theſe woods 
did belong. a 
l. You lorget, cuphophton, chat B. 
thynous is telling of a dream, as alſo (this 
third time) that ghoſts, that is, ſpirits, | 
are no where, and thereſore cannot be 
met with in a-wood, 


Pbilop. Enough of that, Hylobares, I 


pr ay you proceed, Bathynous, and de- 
leribe to us his age and his looks, as well 


as his clothing. e W 


ctually related. 
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Cuph. I pray you do, Bathynous : I 
love alike to hear ſuch things as theſe pun- 
Bath. Did not the ruddineſs of his com- 
plexion and the vivacity of his looks ſeem. 
to gainlay it, the ſnowy whiteneſs of his 
hair, and large beard, and certain ſenile 
ſtrokes in his countenance, ſeemed to inti- 
mate him to be abont ſixſcore years of age. 
Sophr. There is no ſuch contradiction = 


in that, Bathynous : For Aoſes is ſaid to 


be an hundred and twenty when he died, 


and yet his eye was not dim, nor his na- 
tural force abated *, But, I pray you, 


proceed. . 5 

Bath. While he was at any diſtance 
from me, I ſtood fearleſs and unmoved, 
only, in reverence to ſo venerable a per- 
ſonage, I put off my hat, and held it in 


my hand. But when he came up cloſer 


to me, the vivid fulgour of his eyes, that 


ſhone fo piercingly bright from under the 


ſhadow of his black Montero, and the 


whole air of his face, tho? join'd with a 


wonderful deal of mildneſs and ſweetneſs, 


did ſo of a ſudden..aſtoniſh me, that I fell 
into an exceſſive trembling, and had not 
been able to ſtand, if he had not laid his 


hand upon my head, and ſpoken comfort-. 


* 


| * 
a Deut. XXXIv. Te 
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1 ably to me. Which he did in a paternal | | 
manner, ſaying, © Bleſſed be thou of God, 
muy ſou, be of good courage, and feur | 
| © mat; for I am a meſſenger of God 10 ö 
' © thee for thy good, Thy ſerious aſpires | 
I and breathings after the true knowledge 
of thy Maker and the ways of his Pro- 
evidence (which is the moſt becoming {| 
ti © cmployment of every rational being) 

have afcended into the ſight of God; 

„ and I am appointed to give into thy 
| 

| 

| 

[ 


A 


„hands the two keys of Providence, that 
_ © thou mayſt thereby be able to open the [ 
< treaſures of that wiſdom thou fo anx- | 
„ guſly, and yet ſo pioully, ſeek'ſt after.“ 
And therewithal he put his right-hand in- 
to his left ſleeve, and pull'd out two bright | 
fhining keys, the one of „ver, the other 
of gold, tied together with a ſky-coloured | 
ribbon of of a pretty breadth, and deli || 
vered them into my hands; which I re- 
ceived of him, making low obeiſance, | 
and profeſſing my thankfulneſs for lo | 
great a gift. Co EY 
And now by this time T had recovered - | 
more than ordinary ſtrength and courage, | 
| which 1 perceiv'd in a marvellous way 
lſ | communicated unto me by the laying of 
yl his hand upon my head, fo. that I had 
acquired a kind of eaſy confidence and ta. 
= 0 e miliarity 
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miliarity to converſe with him; and 
| therefore, tho! with due civility, yet 
without all fear, methought I {aid farther 
to him, Theſe are a goodly pair of keys, 
O my father, and very lovely to look 
upon: but where is the treaſure they are 
| toopen? To which, ſmiling upan me. 
he ſtraightway replied, The treaſutes, 
iay ſon, be in the keys themſelves, Then 
cach key, ſaid I, O my father, will need 
| a fartherkey to open it. Each key, ſaid 
he, my ſon, is a key to itſelf; and there- 
| withal bad me take notice of the letters 
emboſſed on the ſilver- key, and there was 
the like artifice in the golden one. Which 
I clofely viewing in both, obſerved that 
the keys conſiſted of a company of. rings 
| cloſely committed together, and that the 
| whole keys were all beſpattered with let- 
ters very confuſedly and difordercly, _ 
Set the letters of the keys in right or- 
der, then ſaid he, and then pull at their 
handles, and the treaſure will come out. 
And I took the ſilver key; but tho' ! 
could move the rings by thruſting my 
nails againſt the letters, yet I could not 
reduce the letters into any order, ſo that 
they would all ly in ſtraight lines, nor wag 
there any ſenſe in any line. Which wien 
chat aged perſonage ſaw, You muſt firſt 
1 . en- 
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Eno the motto, ſaid he, my ſon: That 
[is the fey of the key. I beſeech you then, 
faid I, O my father, tell me the motto. 


The motto, ſaid he, my ſon, is this, 


Claude feneſtras, ut luceat domus. Hay- 


ing got the motto, I ſet to work again, 


and having reduced thoſe letters that 


made up that motto into a right line, I, 


holding the lower part of the key in my 15 


left hand, pull'd at the handle with my 
right, and there came out a ſilver tube, 
in which was a ſcroll. of thin paper, as 1 


thought, but as ſtrong as any vellum, and 
as white as driven ſnow, _ 


r Havin g got this ſcroll, I took the pold- 
neſs to open it The figure thereof was 


perfectly ſquare, with even margins on 


* 


all ſides, drawn with lines of a iky-co- 


loured blue, very perfect and lovely. In 


the midſt was deſcribed the figure of the 


ſun in blazing gold : About the fun were 


ſix circles drawn with lines of the ſame 
coloured blue. Two of theſe circles were 
very near the body of the ſun; the other 
four more remote both from him and 


one ſide toward the ſun ſhining like fil 


from one another, tho' not in equal di- 


ſtances. In every one of thoſe circles 
was there the figure of a little fpeck like 
a globe, but of two diſtinct colours; the 


yer, 
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ver, the other being of a duſkiſh diſco- 
loured black. About thoſe little globes in 
the third and fifth circle there were alfo 
drawn leſſer circles of blue, one about the 


thud, and four about the fifth: and in 5 


each of theſe circles was there alſo a 
mall globous ſpeck, of a leſſer ſize than 


thoſe in the middle. Something there was 


alſo about the globe of the ſixth circle, 
but I cannot remember it fo diſtinctiy. 
Beyond theſe circles there was an innu- 


merable company of ſtar like figures of 


gold, of the fame hue with that of the 
lun, but exceeding-much lets, which 


careleſly ſcattered, ſome were found a 


pretty- diſtance from the margin, others 


towards the margin; other ſome were cut 

in two by the blue line of the margin, as 
if it were intimated that we ſhould under 

ſtand, that there were ſtill more of thoſe 


golden ſtars to an indefinite extent. This 
ſcheme entertained my gazing eyes a good 


time: for J never had ſeen ſuch before, 
and was reſolved to impreſs the lines 
thereof perfectly in my memory, that 1 


might afterwards diſcourſe more readily 


thereof with this venerable perſonage. 


For I knew the purpoſe thereot by the 


inſcription on the upper margin, Which 


was, The true ſyſtem of the world, Hav- 


rere #48 Be a x 4 on DOIN 2 —— 


us 
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gh I92 of 115 Providence if Gov: i 
| ing thus ſatisfy'd myſelf, ＋ rolled up the 
ſcroll again, and repoſiting it in the filver 
tube, eaſily thruſt in the tube into the o 


ther part of the key, and diſordering tbe 
line of letters that contained the motto, all 


©. Was lockt up again ſafe as before. 


Having pleaſed myſelf ſo well with | 
opening this firſt treaſure, I had the more 
eager deſire to aſſay the other; and know. 
ing all attempt to be vain without the 
knowledge of the motto or keyrof the bey, 


2 beſought that Divine ſage to impart it 
ro me. That T. ſhall. do right Kong, 
laid he, my fon: And I pray you take 

rs rab bebe of it. It is, mor Dei lux 


anma. An excellent motto indeed, ſaid 


7 | Iz the key 3 is a treaſure itſelf. However 


1 ſer me to work as before, and reducing 


the letters to ſuch an order that a line of 
them did plainl contain this 200, I pul- 


led at both ends of the golden key, 41 


Aid in the -filver one, and in a golden 
tube continued to the handle of the key 
there was a fcroll of ſuch paper, if I may 
ſo call it, as in the other, exceeding white 
and pure, and, tho” very thin, yet not at 


all tranſparent. The writing was alſo 


terminated with even margins on all [ſides 
s before; only it was more glorious, be. 


ing adom'd achly: . flower work . 
| 80 
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gold, vermilion, and blue. And I ob- 
ſerved that twelve ſentences filled the 
whole ares, written with letters of gold. 
The firſt was, The meaſure: of Providence 
it Divine goodneſs, which has n 
_ bounds but itſelf, which is infinite. 2. T he 
thread of tyme and the expanſion of the u. 
 niverſe, the ſume haud drew out the one: 
and ſprend but the other. 3. Darkneſs: 
and 1 abyſs were before the light, aud 
the ſuns or ſtars before any opakeneſs or. 
ſhadow. 4. All intellectual ſpirits that ever. 
were, are, or ever ſhall be, ſprung. up 
with the light, and rejoiced together. be- 
fore God. in the morning of the creation. 
5. In mfmmte myriads of free agents which, 
were the framers of their own fortunes, 
it had been a wonder if they had all of = 
hem taken the ſame path; and therefore 
/u at the longirun ſhook hands with p. 
6. ws much as the light exceeds the 
2 ſa much do the regions of W. 


neſs thoſe of ſin und miſery. 

XXIX. His being fo rudely odge ke out. o 
fo Divine a dream, how conſiſtent with the W 2 | 
Providence. 


Theſe ſix, | Philo polis, 1 diſtinctiy re · 


Rr r LR 


member, but een u. . and Senn dike: . 
caſt mine eye on all twelve. But after - 
wards fixing my mind orderly upon them, 
e commit them all pertectly to my me- 
mory, 
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mory, (for 1 did not expect that I might 
carry the keys away with me home) by 


that time I had got through the ſixth apho. 
nfm, there had come up two aſſes behind 


me out of the wood, one on the one fide 


of the tree, and the other on the other, 
that ſet A braying ſo rudely and ſo loudly, 
that they did not only awake, but almo{i 
arffright me into a diſcovery that I had all 
this While been but in a dream, For that 
aged grave perſonage, the filver and 


golden keys, and glorious parchment, 


_ were all ſuddenly vaniſhed, and 1 found 


myſelf ſitting alone at the bottom of the 
ſame oak where I fell aſleep, betwixt two 


| . rudely- -braying alles. 


Euiſt. Theſe are W exploits, 


Bathynous, of this kind of animal, Juſt 
thus was the nymph Loris, lying faſt a 
fleep on the graſs in a moon-ſhine-night, a. 
-wakened by the loud braying of Sileuus 
huis aſs, Aſſes are as it were the trumpet . 
ers of the foreſt, Bathynous, that awake 


carcleſs men out 'of deep ſleeps.” : 
_ Hl. If your memory did not far ſurpaſ⸗ 

your. fancy, Euiſtor, you would not be 10 

good an hiſtorian as you ate. | Surely the 


5 braying of an als is more like to the þlow- 


ing of a neatherd's or ſwineherd's horn 


_ whe ſoup of a trumpet, Beſides, 


the 
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| the braying of Silenus his als was the favs || 
ing of the nymph's virginity: But this, O 
Euiftor! O Bathynous! was there ever a 

more unfortunate mis-hap than this? This 
ſtor y has quite undone me. It has wounded 
my belief of Providence more than any 
thing T have yet taken notice of. That 
God ſhould ever permit two ſuch dull at 
nals to diſturb fo Divine a viſion as it ſeems. 
to me; and that ſo myſteri9us, ſo heaven- 
ly and intellectual a pleaſure, and ſo cer. 
tam a communication of ſuch important 
truths, ſhouldibe thus blown afide by the 
rude breath of an aſs. To what a glort 
ous comprehenſion of things would this 
ſcene have proceeded | what accurate in- 
formation touching the fabrick of the _ 
world! what punctually:ſatisfactory ſolu» | 

„tions of every puzzle touching Divine 

Providence might you after have received 
in your intended conference with this ve- 
nerable perſonage, if theſe impertinent 
animals by their unſeaſonable loud bray- 
ing had not called your ecſtatical mind in- 
to the body again, which is as unfit for 

Divine communication as themſelves! _ 

Bath. Do not take on ſo heavily, O 
Hylobares, nor be fo raſh a cenſurer of 
Providence, no not ſo much as in this pa- 
radoxical paſſage thereof. For how do 
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you know but all that which you fancy 


behind, had been too much to receive at 
once? Old veſſels fill'd with new wine 
will burſt. And too large a doſis of know- 
ledge may fo elate the ſpirits, that it may 
hazard the brain, that it may deſtroy life, 

and ehaſe away ſobriety and humility out 


of the ſoul. 


_ Soph. This is very judiciouſly adver- 
tiſed of Bathynous, is it not, Hylobares ? 
Hl. I cannot diſown truth whenſoe ver 


T meet with itt. 


Bath. But beſides, though you ſhould 


judge fo extraordinary-charitably of me at 
that age, Hylobares, as that I might have 
received all that behind, (which you ſur- 


mile was loſt by that accident) without a- 
ny hazard to the morality of my mind: yet 
J can tell you of a truth, that I take that 


accident, that ſeems ſo paradoxical to you, 
to be a particular favour and kindneſs done 
to me by Providence, and that it fell out 


no otherwiſe than (could I have foreſeen 


how things would be) I myſelf ſhould 

even then have deſired it; that is to fay, 
I found myſelf more gratify'd afterwards, 
things happening as they did, than if that 
divine dream, if we may call it fo, had 


gone on uninterruptedly to its full period. 


For it would but have put me into the poſ- 


ſeſſion 
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ſeſſion of all that truth at once, which in 
virtue of this piece of the dream J got at- 


terwards, with an often-repeated and pro- 


longed pleaſure, and more agrecable to 
humane nature. _ 


XXX. That that Divine perſonage that appeared to Ba- 


thynous was rather a favourer of Pythagoriſm, than 


Carteſianiſm. | 

Hyl. J profeſs, Bathynous, this is not 
nothing that you ſay. Nay indeed, fo 
much, as I muſt acknowledge my exce- 
ption againſt Providence in this paſlage ve- 


ry much weakned. But what uſe could 
eee. of the ſilyer key, when that 


Divine pecſanage explained nothing of it 
to you ! | | 4s e 


Bath, It was as it were a pointing of 


one to thoſe Authors that conform the 


frame of the world to that ſcheme; as 


Nicolaus Copernicus and thoſe that follow 
that ſyſtem, But it is no where drawn 
nearer to the elegancy of the ſilyer-key-pa- 
per than in Des Cartes his third part of 
„5 tn _ 
Cuph. That's notable indeed, Bathy- 


- wes Adv 4 . 


nous. This is a kind of Divine teſtimony * 


to the truth of all Des-Cartes's principles. 
_ _ #ath, No, by no means, Cupbophron: 


For in the golden fe paper, in that curſo- ö 


ry glance I gave upon all the ſentences or 


aphoriſms therein contained, amongſt the 


O 2 reſt 
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reſt T eſpy'd one, of which part was writ 
in greater letters, which was to this ſenſe, 


That the primordials of the world are not 
* zucc hanical, | but | ſpermatical or vitul k 


which is diametrically and fundamentally 
oppohte to Des-Cartes's philoſophy.  - 
Cuph. There is great uncertainty in 
ww 8 
Bath. But T muſt confeſs I think the 
thing true of itſelf, And if I had had full 


conference with that Divine ſage, I be- | 
lieve I ſhould have found his philoſophy 
more Pythagorical or Platonical, (I mean 


his natural philoſophy, Cuphophron) than 


* Carteſian. For there was alſo mention of 
the ſeminal ſoul of the world, which ſome 


modern writers call the ſpirit of nature. 
 Cuph, So many men, ſo many minds. 
Bath. But I doubt not but that it is de- 


monſtrable by reaſon, that the primord:- 
als of the univerſe are not purely mechani- 


8 cal. 


fo many demonſtrations. 


Hl. 1 believe Cuphophron 
ry ill of you, Bathynous, that the old 


grave perſon you met with in the wood 
was not a thorougl-paced Carteſian, or 


elfe he is in a very ſceptical mood; 


which I do not deſire to be in, eſpecially 


in 


Cuph, So many men, ſo many reaſons, 


takes it ve- 
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in ſo weighty points as theſe concerning 
Providence. And therefore let me intreat 
you, Bathynous, to unlock that diffi- 
culty I propounded laſt to Philotheus, by 
virtue of your golden key 
Bath. You muſt excuſe me there, Hy- 
lobares; I would not be ſo injurious to 
Cuphophron as to make him a falſe pro- 
phet, who fo expreſly foretold a while a- 
Zo, that the fates had deſigned that ho- 
nour ſolely for Philotheus, 15 


Pdbilotb. And it ſeems, in the like com- 


pliment to Cuphophron, I muſt again re- 
ſame my not unpleaſant burden of ſerving 
Hylobares; which I ſhall do according to 
the bet. ill have... 

 Philop. I pray you do, Philotheus; 
for J am very ambitious you ſhould Work 
upon Hylobares a perfect curc. 

Philoth. 1 ſhall endeayour it, Philopolis. 
But I muſt firſt take the liberty to chafe 
the benummed part,and ſoundly chide Hy- 
lobares that he is not curcd already, nor has 
been ſufficiently ſenſible of that clearneſs 
and evidence for the unexceptionableneſs 
of Divine Providence which bas been bi- 
therto produced, Which I muſt profeſs L 
think to be ſuch, that thoſe that have nor 
ſome peculiar humour or fancy, or labour 
not under the burden of their own idioſyn- 
9 ctaſie, 


FP i id «% 1 4 >- 


400 Of the Providence of Gop. 
craſie, cannot but be fully ſatisficd with, 
without the flying to any fach high-ſWwoln 
hypotheſis as that ſyſtem of the world re- 
preſented in the ſilyer- ch paper, or Pre- 


* eds "0 . # + 64% 


exiſtence of ſouls, which is part of the 


golden one. So that any farther ſolution 
| of the preſent difficulty, were it not for 
| FHylobares his own favit, and the peculia- 
[| rity of his own fancy that ſtill moleſteth 


him, were plainly unneceſſary and ſuper- 
fluous. How many thouſands of ſober 
and intelligent perſons have been fully ſatis- 
fed touching the accuracy of Divine Provi- 


dence without any ſuch far-ferch'd helps? 


Soph. Which is a ſhrewd indication, 
that thoſe arguments, diſtinét from thele 
more alry hypotheſes and iinely contrived 
tancies, are the more natural ſtrength and 
arms, as it were, of human underſtanding, 
(by whoſe ſtrokes it bears itſelf up in theſe 
profound myſteries from ſinking into inti- 


delity or atheiſm;) but thoſe more big and 
| {ſwelled hypotheſes, but as a bundle of bull 
' ruſhes or a couple of bladders tied under 


the arms of ſome young and unſkilful 
Wimmer. 5 

Hl. And I for my part, gentlemen, 
do profeſs mylelf ſuch a young and uvſki!- 


tul ſwimmer in theſe depths, and therefore 


would gladly be ſupported by the artificial 


ule 


. * 
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 Philotheus, in the word o 
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uſe of theſs bladders, that my melancho- 
ly may never fink me to the bottom. 

Cuph. And I commend your wit, 17 
lobares, that you can ſo well provide for 


Four own ſafety. For I dare undertake 


that theſe bladders are ſo big, ſo tough, 
and ſo light, that if they be but well tied 


on, a cow or ox may ſecurely ſwim on 
them thro? the Helleſpont, or rather thro' 
the main ocean, and never fear drowning, 


Hl. I thank you for that encourage- 
ment, Cuphophron, and ſhall therefore the 


more earneſtly beg of Philotheus, that he 
would uſe all the art and ſkill he has to tie 


them on me as faſt as poſſibly he can, 


(that of pre-exiſtence eſpecially, the rea- 


ſons and uſes thereof) that the ſtring may 
never ſlip nor break, to my hazard of duc- 


king to the bottom. 


Pbiloth. That I will do, Ehlobares, but 


on this condition, that you ever remember 


that what I do thus firmly faſten on you 1s 
yet but by way of hypotheſis, and that you 


will no longer make ule of theſe bladders 


than till you can ſafely ſwim without them, 
Hy]. That I do ue promiſe you, 

a Gentleman. 

Wherefore, without any farther interrupti- 
on, I pray you proceed, ny 


XXXVI. 


| 7 evils in the world. 
RD. 


40> Of the Providence of Gop. 
XXXI. The application of the hypotheſis in the golden- 
key-paper, for the clearing all difficulties — the 
toth, To begin therefore where we 
left. Do you till, Hylobares, adhere to 
rhat truth, that free agents may ſo hainouſly 
misbehave themſelves, that even acco d- 
Ing to the laws of divine goodneſs they 


1 pre" be detruded into the ſtate of devil: 


and of hell, and therefore far more ea- 

fly into a ſtate leſs deplorable ? | 

l. That J ſaid, and do till ſay, is to 
me a clear caſe, Philotheus. 


Pjbiloth. Let us then, but aſſume out of 


the golden ſey paper that which is ſo clear. 


ly contained therein, the pre exiſtence of 


buman ſouls, and all theſe black and dark 
difficultics, that thus over-cloud your un- 
derſtanding will inſtantly vaniſh, 
l. Why fo, Philotheus ? 
Philoth. Becauſe ſuppoſing human ſouls 
were created in the morning of the world, 
and in ſuch infinite myriads, there has 
been time enough fince that for as many 
and more than hitherto have peopled the 
earth, to have tranſgreſſed ſo hainouſly be- 
fore their entrance on this ſtage, that by a 
Juſt Nemeſis meaſured and modified by the 
Divine Goodneſs itſelf they may be contri- 
ved into the worſt and moſt horrid circum- 
ſtances, into the moſt fqualid and diſadvan- 
tagcous 


* 
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tageous condition and ſtate of living, that 
Euiſtor has produced any example of among 
the moſt barbarous nations. 

Hyl. This reaches the point home in- 
deed, Philotheus, and does perfectly pull 
up by the roots all pretenſion to this laſt 
and greateſt ſcruple, if we were aſſured of 
the truth of the hypotheſis 
| _Philoth. Why, did not yourſelf call this 
dream of Bathynous a divine dream, before 
I came to make this important uſe of it? 
And every divine dream is a true dream. 
But you ſerve me juſt ſo as Cuphophron 
did Bathynous, Whiles it ſeemed to ſerve 
his turn to credit Des-Cartes' Philoſophy, 
ſo long it was a divine teſtimony; but when 
it proved contrary, then there was little 
| certainty in dreams, This ſeems a piece 
of levity in you both _ 

Hyl. But I hope in myſelf the more par- 
donable,O Philotheus, by how much more 
important a thing it is that the ground of a 
man's belief of the goodneſs of divine Pro- 
vidence ſhould be ſolid and unfhaken, than 
that Des-Cartes principles ſhould be deem 
ed a piece of ſuch infallible wiſdom, Cu- 
phophron's vilification of the dream pro- 
ceeded out of a partial zeal in the behalf of 
the Carteſian philoſophy : my diſtruſt of it, 

out of an exceſs of deſire it ſhould be * 

or 
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For J muſt confeſs, if this one point in i: 
of pre-cxiſtence appear to me certainly 
true, all my doubrs and difficulties couch, 
ing the moral evils in the world will ſud- 
denly melt into nothing. Nay, if I could | 
believe Bathynous his dream to be a divine 
dream, the firſt aphoriſm in the goldcn- 
key paper puts all our controverſies to an 
end, it declaring the meaſure of Providence | 
to be the divine Goodneſs, which has no 
bounds but itſelf, which is infinite. Where- 
fore it was the moſt calamitous accident 
that could ever have befallen the philoſo- 
phical republick, that thoſe two unlucky 
aſſes ſo rudely broke off Bathynous* conte- 
rence with that venerable ſage, who, I ſur- 
miſe, in that intended diſcourſe would 
have communicated the reaſons and grounds 
of theſe concluſions to Bathynous. For 
true reaſon is ſo palpable and connatural to 
a man, that when he finds it, he feels him- 
ſelf fully fatisfy'd and at eaſe. . 
- Philoth. J commend your caution, Hy 
lobares, that you are fo loath to build great 
 - concluſions upon weak or uncertain prin- 
ciples. Wherefore let me offer to your 
_ - Conſideration a point of which I preſume 
you will acknowledge yourſelf more cer- 
_ tain, that is, The poſſibility of the = 
IS. iſtence 


E 


Of the Providence of Gop. 405 


1Nence of the ſoul ; I demand of you, if you 


be not very certain of that. 
ml. Yes ſurely Lam; I ſee no repug- 


| nancy at all in it. 


Philoth. Then you are not certain bun 


that the ſoul does pre-exiſt, 
l. J confels it. 


Philorh, And uncertain that it 455 1 not. 


| FHyl. That cannot be denied; it is the 
. me I think, I granted before. | 
Philoth. een Hylobares, you 


make yourſelf obnoxious both to Prove. 
dence and to myſelf. To Providence, in that 


you bring in uncertain allegations and ac- 


cuſations againſt her, and ſo {oil the beau- 


ty and perfection of her ways, that are ſo 


juſtifiable where they are perfectly known, 


by oppoſing fancies and conceits, ſuch as 
you yourſelf acknowledge you are not cer. 


tain of. To me, in that you covenanted 
with me at the firſt, never to alledge un- 
certain hypotheſes againſt xnown truth. 
Hy]. This is true, Philotheus; you make 


me Halt aſhamed of my inconſtancy. But 
na the mean time I do not find myſelf in 
| that full eaſe I deſire to be, while as well 
the pre-exiſtence of the ſoul as her non- 


pre. exiſtence is an uncertain potheſis. 
Philoth. If you cannot find divine Pro- 
vidence periect without it, it is your own 


fault 
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fault that, as to yourſeff, to ſave you from 
ſinking, you do not make uſe of it as 3 
true hypotheſis. And foraſmuch as you find 
it ſo hard to diſcover divine Providence 
be perfe& without it, that is no ſmall ar. 
gument that the byporbeſis is true, 
Hl. I muſt confeſs I think it is a ſafer 
argument than Bathynous his fingle dream. 
. Philoth. Nay, it were in itſelf, Hyſo. 
bares, a ſolid argument, ſuppoſing Proyi. 
dence cannot well otherwiſe be ſalved; as 
it is fit for the Copernican hypotheſis, that 
nothing elſe can give a tolerable account 
. of the motion of the planets. And I muſt 
tell you farther, Hylobares, that this þy- 
pot heſis of the ſoul's pre-exiftence is not 
the ſingle dream of Bathynous ſleeping in 


the graſs, but was deemed a viſion of 
truth to the moſt awakened ſouls in the 


World. 5 
l. That's very good news, Philothe- 


us; for 1 do not at all affect ſingularity, 


nor love to find myſelf alone. 1 
 Philoth, If the dream of ſleeping my 


nous be a mere dream, the moſt famouſly 


wiſe in all ages have dream'd waking. For | 


that the ſouls of men do pre-exiſt before 
they come into the body, was the dream of 
thoſe three famous philoſophers, Pythago- 
ras, Plato, and Ariſtotle ; the dream of the E- 
NE | 5 | gyptlan 
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gyptian Gymnoſophiſts, of the Indian Brach. | 
mans, and Perfian Magi; the dream of | 
Zoroaſter, Epicharmus and Empedocles;the {| 
dream of Cebes, Euclid, and Euripides; 
the Dream of Plotinus, Proclus, and Tam- 
blichus ; the dream of Marcus Cicero, of 
Virgil, Pſellus, and Boetius; the dream 
of Hippocrates, Galen, and Fernelius; 

and, laſtly, the conſtant and avowed dream 
of Philo Judeus, and the reſt of the moſt 
learned of the Jews. ; Ee 
Cuph. I pray you let me caſt in one 
more example, Philotheus, Eo) 
Phybiloth. I pray you do, Cuphophron. 

_ Cuph. The dream of the Patriarch Ja- 
cob when he ſlept m Bethel, and dream'd 
he ſaw angels Eſconding and aſcending 

on a ladder that reached from earth to hea- 
ven; whereby was figured out the deſcent 
of human ſouls ei- YEvEow, and their re- 
turn from thence to the æthereal regicns. 
Hl. O egregious Cuphophron, how do 
] admire the unexpectedneſs of thy inven- 
tion! This is your dream of the myſterious 
dream of the holy Patriarch. 1 


15 * And who knows but a very lucky 
oner - * „ 
Hyl, But I pray you tell me, Philotheus, 
. did 


408 Of the Providence of Gop. 
did any of the old Fathers of the church 
dream any ſuch dream as this ? 
Sophr. This is à very becoming and 
commendable temper in Hylobares, that 
his younger 7 will enquire aſter the 
Judgment of the ancient fathers in the 
primitive church n ſo important a 
matter. 
Cupb. T hoſe primitive ages were the 
youngeſt ages of the church, but the ages 


of perſons much the fame now that they 
were then. 


Hyl. Notwithſtanding this flirt of Cupho- -F 


8 wit, I beſeech you, Philotheus, 
 fatisfie me in the queſtion I propounded. 
Fhbilotbh. This at leaſt, Hylobares, is 


true, that the primitive fathers in the moſt 


entire ages of the church dream'd not the 
leaſt evil of this dream of pre- exiſtence; 


the Wiſdom of Solomon, which expreſly : 


aſſerts it, being appointed by them to be 
read in their publick Aſſemblies. Nay, 
our Saviour himſelf, when he had a moſt 
ſignal occaſion to have undeceived the 
Jews in that point, if it had been falſe or 


dangerous, in the queſtion touching the 
man that was born blind, took not the leaſt 


_ offence at the ſuppoſition, Whence you 
will the leſs wonder that either St. Auſtin, 
Baſil, and Gregory Nazianzen, were fax 

Vvourably 
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vourably affected touching the opinion; 
or that Clemens Alexandrinus, Origen, Sy- 
neſius, Arnobius, and Prudentius, were 
2 aſſerters thereof. 


#1, This truly, Phi otheus, cally me 
into fo great a ſecurity from any harm in 


the hypotheſis, that if you hold on as you 
have begun, the power of your ſpeech 


Will unavoidably charm me into che lame 


dream. 


Philoth. You know the worſt of it alk | 
 Hylobares, that your mind will be at per- 


tect reſt touching the preſent difficulty 


— Providence. And if teſtimonies 


thus pleaſe you, be aſſured of this, that 
there was never any philoſopher that held 


the ſoul ſpiritual and immortal, but he held 
| allo that it did pre. exiſt. 


Ml. That is very conſiderable. 


Phitoth, And do not you, Hylobares, 
bold the foul of man to be an incorporeal ; 


indiſcerpible ſubſtance, a ſpirit. 


Hyl. 1 do, and I thank you that 1 do 
ſo, e 


Philoth. How then comes it to paſs that 


you, being of ſo philoſophical a genius, 
ſhould mils. of the pre-exiſtence of the 


foul? For there being no other conſider- 


able opinion in view but creation, traduc- 
Hon, and pre exiſtence ; creation of pure 


P p 2 ſouls, 
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fouls, and the infuſion of them into im- 


pure bodies, and in ſuch horridly-:mpure 


circumſtances as ſometimes happens, is a 
repugnancy to the purity of God, who is 


ſuppoſed then to create them : but traduc- 


tion a derogation and contradiction to the 


ſpirituality and indiſcerpibility of the ſoul 
itſelf. Wherefore it 3 remains, 


that theſe two being ſuch abſurd opinions, 
the third muſt take place, and that the 


ſouls of men do pre-exiſt, 


Hyl. O Philotheus, that venerable ſage 
in Bathynous ſleep could not have argued 


better than thus, if they had come to con- 
ference. I do not dream, but I fee with 


the eyes of my mind wide open in broad 
day, the reaſonableneſs of this hyporhefis, 


That the ſouls of men did exiſt before they 


came into theſe terreſtrial bodtes. 
Ppbilot h. And in this day-light, Hyloba- 


res, all your difficulties do vaniſh touch- 
ing that part of Providence that reſpects 
the moral evils, whoſe hue ſeemed ſo dil- 
mal to you out of hiſtory, and their = 
miſſion ſo reproachful to the goodneſs of 
God. 


Hyl. They are all vaniſhed quite, and 


| thoſe touching natural evils too, fo far 
forth as my reſpect the ſouls of men, 


his is a good hearing. We are 


, Philop. 
85 infinite- 
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ly obliged to Philotheus for his pains. Are 
there ny more {cruples behind touching 


Divine Providence, Hylobares ? 


XXXII. Several r n againſt Providence, ſetehed 
from defects, anſwered partly out of the golden, par tly 
out of the filver-key-paper. 


Hyl. Only thole objections ferch'd from 


defects concerved to be in the adminiſtra- 
tion of Providence. For tho' we be con- 
vinced that all things that are are rightly 


ordered; yet it may be demanded why 
there are no more of them, why no ſooner, 


and the like. 


Sophr. Indeed, Hylobares, you ſcem to 
me hugely over-curious in ſuch inquiſiti- 
ons as theſe, Is not the whole world the 


 Alms-houle of God Almighty, which he 


had a right to build when he would, and 
to place us his elcemoſynar\ creatures in 


it no ſooner than he pleaſed: He dass but 
ti fuo jure in all this. And it is an out- 


_ rageous preſumption, to expect that he 
ſhould not a&t according to his own mind 
and will, but according to the ground/e/s. 
enlargements and expanſions of our wanton 


and buſie fancies. So long as we {ce that the 
things that are are well and right'y admi- 
niſtred, and according to the laws of good- 


neſs and Juſtice, it is a marvellous piece 
of capriciouſneſs to complain, that ſuch 


things with the unexceptionable ceconomy 
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of them began no ſooner, nor reach no fat 


ther. 

Bath. You peak very gravely and fo- 
berly, O Sophron, and that which has ve- 
ry ſolid ſenſe at the bottom, if rightly un- 


derſtood. For God has no obligation from 
the creatures to make them ſooner, or more, 
or larger, and the like. So that if he had 
made the world no larger than the vulgar. 
fancy it, a thought ſuppoſe above the 


clouds, or had ſtay'd the making of it till 


a year ago, or had not made it yet, nor 
ever intended to make it; he did in all this 

but wer ſuo jure, as you ſpeak: But in that 
he has made it much larger and ſooner, to 


what leading Attribute in God is that to 
be imputed, O Sophron? 


Sophr. Surely to his mere Goodneſs, 


Bathynous. 


Bath. You acknowledge then his Good. 
neſs the leading Attribute in the creation 


of the world, and his Wiſdom and Power 


to contrive and execute what his Will ac- 
tuated by his Goodneſs did intend. * 
Sophr. Speaking More humano, fo. it 
9 ß A 
Bath. But this is a marvel of marvels : 
io me, that the Goodneſs of God being in- 
finite, the effects thereof ſhould be ſo nar- 
row and finite as commonly men conceir, 


7 


1 
$ 
[| 

' 
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if there be no incapacity in the things 


themſelves that thus ſtraitens them. That 


one ſmall ſhare of the divine Goodneſs 


| ſhould be active, but that infinite remain» 
der thereof, as I may ſo ſpeak, ſilent and 


inactive, is a riddle, a miracle that does 
infinitely amaze me, 


Sophr. © Bathynous, my very Heatt- 
firings are fretted with fear and anxiety, 
when you plunge us into fuch profound, 

diſquiſitions as theſe, out of which there 


is never any hope to emerge. I pray you, 


Hylobares, aſk modeſtly touching thele 
W I wonder you are not throughly 

fatisfied about Providence e 1 am 
ſure I am. 


Hyl. And I deſire but tb be ſo too, So · 


8 What will ſatisfie one man will not 
latisfie another. 


Philoth. That is ver y true, Hylobares, 
which I perceiving, it forced me to men- 
tion the golden-key of Providence to you, 


For we do not chang and oſtentatively 
ut at a dead lift, 


produce thoſe keys, 


when no other method will ſatisfy him 

whole mind is anxious and ſollicitous 

touching the ways of God, that by theſe 
hypotheſes he Day keep his heart from 

linking, | 

thi, It is a very laudable cuſtom, Phi. 
lotheus, 


| 


2G. 
1 — 


* -- r n — 
. r - 
— oO — — ty 2 


1 ar eee. , min _ — 
N N Aim . | v0 Antler gtr ee ho. * 64 #' hg 
T : * V ** 9 — a - : 


414 Of the Providence of Gov. © 
lotheus, and ſuch as I find the benefit of 


already. For I find the very firſt difficul- 
ties of this laſt and preſent head I intend- 
ed to propoſe, to melt away of themſelves 
in virtue of that light from the golden ſey, 


I mean that of pre- exiſtence. For I intend- 
ed to have propounded it as an objection 
againſt the goodneſs of divine Providence, 
that, whereas the ſoul can live and ſubſiſt 
out of this terreſtrial body, (for ſo it does 
after death) ſhe ſhould not be created be. 
fore this terreſtrial manſion, and enjoy her. 

felf before ſhe come into the body, as well 


as afterwards. But this doctrine of pre-ex- 


„ z{tence has plain!y prevented the objecti. 


on. Another objection alſo, touching the 


 Meſjias coming into the world ſo lately, 
is in my own judgment much enervated 


by this hypotheſis. For who knows but 


the demerits of human ſouls were ſuch, 

that it was conſonant enough to the good. 
| neſs of God, not to communicate the beſt 
religion to the world till that time it was 
n,, 7 

Philoth. That is no inept conſideration, 
_ Hylobares., But beſides, it is a ſtrange pre- 
| ſamption to determine when it is juſt fit 
time for Providence to uſe her ſtrongeſt ef. 


fort for reclaiming of ſtraying fouls: and 


to reclaim them as ſoon as they have ſtray- 
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cd, is next to the keeping them forcibly 
from ever ſtraying, which is to hindera 
free agent from ever acting freely, Where. 
fore ſeeing the ſouls of men were to uſe 
their own liberty, there were certain pon. 
pous ſcenes of affairs to proceed upon ei- 
ther ſuppoſition, Whether they ſtood or 
fell, and not at all preſently to be huddled 
up in an inſtant. And what light Provi- 
dence brings out of the darkneſs of ſin, I 
did more particularly intimate unto you in 
our yeſterday's diſcourſe. . 
l. I remember it, Philotheus, and 
e 
Ppilop. To expect that the Meæſſias 
ſhould have come into the world {o ſoon 
as Adam had fallen, is as incongruous as 


to expect the reaping of the crop the very | 


fame day the corn is ſown, or that ſpring 
and autumn ſhould be crouded into the 
lame months of the year. „ 

| #1. This is abundantly plain. And 
another difhculty alſo which I intended 
to propoſe, touching the plurality of earths 


- worlds, quite vaniſhes : while I con- 
template the paradigm of the world's ſy- 


„ ſtem in the ſilyer- Key. paper, that bears mie 
up as ſtoutly on the left hand from ſink- 


ing as the other hypotheſis on the right. 
Both, Do you not fee, Sophron, that 
5 Seat you 
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| you are worſe ſcar'd than hurt? Do you 


not obſerve how theſe great and formi- 
dable difficulties crumble away of them- 
ſelves, when a judicious eye has had once 
but a glance into the truth? 
JSopbr. "Tis well it all will « come off ſo 
clear. 
XXXIII. Difficulties touching theextent X the univerſe. 
l. But there are ſome little ſcruples 


remaining, Philotheus, partly about the 


extent of the univerſe, partly about the 


dane of the planets and earths. 


» $9ph. I thought ſo. $ 
Philoth. Propound them, if vou pleaſe, 


Hylobares. 


Fl. Whether the 1 be . or 
W For if it be finite, it is infinitely 


defectuous, if it may be infinite. 


Philoch, That's well put in, if it may 


be; but try whether it may be or no, Hy. 
 Jobares. i 


l. How, Philotheus i '% 
Phitoth. F "ancy it as infinite as poſſibly 


|] you can. 


Hl. I fancy it abſolutely infinite. 
Philoth. 'Then "uy mu thereof! is in. 
Rane 

Hl. You mean every Saad 
part, Philotheus ; elſe the number of parts 
1s only infinite, not the parts. | 
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Philoth. I mean the denominated arts, 
a third, a fourth, a fifth, Oc. But a 
middie third part 1s bounded by the ex- 
tremes, and therefore the extremes them- 
{elves are boundable. And conſequently 
when you have fancied the world as in- 


finite as you can, you muſt be inforced 
{ill to conclude it finite. 


Hyl. It ſeems fo, if it be not a fallacy, 
Phitoth, Wherefore if the poſſibility of 
an infinite world be inconceivable to you, 
it can be no imputation to the goodneſs of 
Providence if it be found finite, "7 
Hyl. But is it found finite, Philotheus ? 
Phitoch, No art nor oracle that I know 
has declared it ſo, That not only the 
globe of rhe earth but her very orbit is 
but as a point to the circuit of the neareſt 
fix d ſtars, offers rather toward a detection 
of the infinite vaſtneſs of the world than of 
the initeneſ thereof, How vaſtly diſtant 
then are thoſe little fix d ſtars that ſhew but 
as ſcattered pin-duſt in a froſty night? In 
what 3 removes are chey one be- g 
 yond another? * O Tfrael, how great is 
the houſe of God ! how large is the place of 
hus poſſeſſion ! great, and bath no eud ; 
high, and unmeaſurable. They are the 
words of the prophet Baruch, © 


HI. 


Bar. iii. 14 255 
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Hl. It ſeems then that the in rfeniteneſs of 
the world is declared by that oracle rather 


than the frrteneſs thereof, 


Philoth. It is ſo vaſtly big, Hylobares, 


that there is little doubt but that it is as 


immenſe as it can be, and that is enough to 


ſhew that the dimenſions thereof take their 


meaſures from the divine goodneſs. Whence 


it is clear that Providence is unexceptio. 


nable in this ron 


in vain to object the ſolitude o 


Hyl. It is fo. 
Spbr. J with Philotheus come of lo 


well in the other, 


Philoth. Be courageous, 0 Sophron; ; 


we'll do our beſt, when Hylobares has pro- 
poſed it. 


XXXIV. Difficulties touching the habitablenels or unha- 
bitableneſs of the planets. 


Hl. That the filyer-key-ſyſtem is the 
true ſyſtem of the world I am well enough 
erſuaded of, and that conſequent! 5 it were 
this one 

earth in this immenſe liquid ſpace of the 


world, whenas this Tile exhibits ſo ma- 
ny more to our view. For we can no ſoon- 
er diſcern our own earth to be a planet, 


but we muſt therewithal dete& allo that 


the reſt of the planets are ſo many earths, 


as indeed the Pythagoreans did expreſly 


call the moon our dH ar or oppoſite 


earth. 
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* earth. But the difficulty I come to pro- 
pound is touching the habitableneſs of them, 
which I ſuppoſe will not be denied; but 
then there is this ſnare we are caught i in, 
that if we conceive them to be inhabited 
by mere brutes only, there will be a de- 
fect of men to keep good quarter amongſt 
them; but if they be alſo inhabited with 
men, theſe men will want the means of 
ſalvation ; for that they are in a lapſed 
ſtate is ſuppoſed ; in their becoming terreſ. 
trial creatures: either of which is inconſiſtent 
with that exquiſite goodneſs of God that 
is pleaded be. 

Philoth, That's a knotty problem 
deed, Hylobares. 

Sophr. Why do you ſmile, Phitorheus ; £ 
methinks it is a very formidable egy. 

Philoth. J ſmile at ſomething that extra- 
ordinarily pleaſes me. 

Sophr. I pray you what is it thar pleaſes 
you ſo much, Philotheus ? I would gladly 
know it, that 1 might ule allo for com. 

an) 
b biloth, It is Sophron's honeſt and 0. 
ber ſolicitude touching the ſolution of the 
preſent difficulty, which ſo becomingly be- 
irays itſelf in the very air of his counte- 
1 nance, 
Ariſt. de cœlo, lib. 2. cap. 13. ES 
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nance, and even then when there 's leaft 


fear of miſcarriage. 


Sophr. That were good news, Philo. 


theus, if it were true. 


Pbilot h. It is a leſs puzzle than that a-. 


bout the ſalvation of them of the New. 
found- world upon earth, I mean thoſe of 

America, who heard not the leaſt whiſper 
of cither Moſes or of Chriſt till within this 

age or two. In what capacity of ſalvation 
were they then, O Sophron, for ſome thou- 
ſands of years together, who yet are cer- 


tainly of a lapſed race? (whenas whether 


all ſouls that enter into thicker vehicles in 
any part of the univerſe be lapſed, is un- 


certain.) And we cannot deny but that 
vaſt continent has been inhabited, as alſo 


the adjacent iſlands, all that time, tho? 


they 12950 as little of Chriſt, as they that 


live in Saturn or the Moon. 


Sophr. That cannot be deny'd, Philo- 


theus. But you know either yourſelf or 
or ſome of us has anſwered this point al- 


ready, That thoſe Americans that lived ſin- 


cerely according to the light they had, i: 
995 might impart more to them, and rl 


nally in ſome extraordinary way or other 
communicate the knowledge of Chriſt to 
them to their eternal ſalvation, For you 


know a juſt and honeſt creditor, if the 


debt 
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debt be ſatisfied by a friend, tho“ un- 
known to the dcbitor, yet he will free 
| him from all ſuits at law and arreſts, and 
T- whatever other troubles or inconveniences 
| attend a debtor whoſe debts are unfatis- 
| fied. Whence the paſſion and atonement. 
| of Chriſt might take effect with the ſincere 
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Americans, tho' they knew nothing of the 
{ Hiſtory thereof. And therefore being * re- 
|  conciled by the death of Chriſt, they ſhould 
de much more ſaved by bis Ie, as the 
| | apoſtle ſpeaks, 
| Philoth. It is very well and ls 
Aaaued, O Sophron. 
Hyl. I think ſo too, Philotheus. 
Phileth, Had I not therefore reaſon to 
ſmile at Sophron, being ſo well furniſhed 
to ſatisfie a greater difficulty, to fee him 
ſo hugely confounded at the leſs? 
Hyl. But why take you this to be the 
leſſer difficulty, Philotheus? 
Philoth. Becauſe there is more elbow- 
room for framing of anſwers to it, For ſirſt, 
ſuppoſe we ſhould affirm that all the earths 
in the univerſe, beſides this of ours, were 
inhabited merely with brutes; that is no 
argument at all againſt the divine Goodneſs, 
no more than it would be againſt the accu |} 
Kare of policy iu a great city to ſee all the *! 
24 2 goals 
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goals therein devoid of priſoners, and that 
they were left to the ſole poſſeſſion of bats 
and cats, of rats and mice, and ſuch like 
vermine. It were rather a ſign of a more 
exquiſite government and good diſpoſition 
ol the people, that there were now found 
no ſuch criminals amongſt them. And for 
the pretence of having ſome rational crea- 
tures amongſt them to Keep good quarter; 


What rational creatures are there that rule 
among the ſcaly nations of the vaſt ocean? 


[FL Hyl. None unleſs Tritons and Sea-nymphs. 


. Filth. You may as well fancy Fauns 


and Satyrs and other ſylvatick Gent to 


range theſe carths ſuppo ed deſtitute of hu- 


man kind, and to ſuperintend their brutiſh 
' mhabitants for their good, tho' at a more 
remote and careleſs diſtance. 


Hl. As probable as the black hunter 
ranging the foreſt with his vocal, but invi- 


fible, hounds in Fountainbleau. 
Fuijt, J remember the ſtory very well, 


| it is recorded in the life of Henry the 
fourth of France, DEA ME” 


Hl. But there being ſuch an infinite 


nurnber of earths as there is of ſtars or 


3 | ſons, it is incredible, Philotheus, that it 
ſhould be the only fate of this earth of 


ours to be inhabited with men. 


_ Philoth, But how do you know, Hylo- | 
| F)) OO 
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bares, that there is ſuch an infinite num- 


ber of carths ? For you covenanted at firſt 
not to bring in mere ſuſpicions and ſur- 
miſes reproachfully to load Providence 
e e N 


Hl. But if that innumerable company 


of fixt ſtars have no planets dancing a- 
bout them, that is to ſay, habitable earths, 


that will be a real reproach to Providence 


indeed, as if Divine goodneſs were infi- 


nitely defectuous in that point. 


Philoth. Nay, that were rather an au- 
ſpicious fign, Hylobares, that the intel- 
lectual orders of creatures are not ſo much, 
or rather ſo univerſally, lapſed as they 


might be conceived to be, and thatthe Di- 


vine goodneſs has a more ſuceſsful and ef 


fectual dominion over the univerſe than 


you imagined, For as much as the light 
exceeds the ſhadows, ſo much” do the re- 
Lions of happineſs exceed thoſe of fin and 


miſery. It is an aphoriſm of the golden- 


key paper = 
551 J perceive you are prepared to 
meet one at every turn, Philotheus. 


P'biloth. It is but common civility to 
meet him that makes towards one, Fut 


now in the ſecond place, Hylobares, let 


us ſuppoſe that all the planets or earths be 


inhabited with rational creatures, yet 
„„ |  thele 


r r 


55 —— ww 4 — FIRE 4 > + 
— 2 . * nt Au —— —— ws oo om aaron 


9 * « > J * * . V . 
—_— * — 6 mp 1 * ; * 8 ah 7 1 
GA REAR BRIT OY; We Ho 4 va 3 a a4 * — — , ; . 
— ** oj r 
1 


— * — 
” & =, "oe 
. _ — * —— 
© * 
5 a 
2 . - , —— —— —— — —— 
2222 ̃ ˙ »w ̃ —[:5 ̃Ʒgß FE oe nr 


424 Of the Providence of Gov. 


.theſe rational creatures may be as ſpecife- : 
cally diſtinct as the earths or planets they 


inhabit, but agree all in rationality ; as 
the ſundry ſpectes of dogs here on earth: 
agree in [atrability. They having there- 


fore no ſpecifick cognation with the ſons of 


Adam, what have they to do with that 
religion that the ſons of Adam are ſaved 
by? Nay, I add faither, that theſe varie- 


tics of rational AE Ion in the other pla- 


nets, as they all agrce with one another 


and with us in mere natural reaſon, lo they 


may all diſagree from us in this eſſential 


property of being capable of true religion; 
no properties but thoſe either of the am- 


mal or middle life being eſſential to them. 


In virtue whereof they may be good na. 


 turalifts, good politicians, good geometri. 


cians and analyſts, good architects, build 


citics and frame commonyealths, and rule 
over their brother-brutes in thoſc planets, 
and make as good ule of them as we do; 


but be as incapable of the Divine life, or 
of being _ citizens of the heavenly 
kingdom, or genuine ſons of God, as the 
very brutes they rule over. 


Cuph. O how do I flutter to be ac- 


quainted with this Kind of people, Hylo- 
bares | they are pure philoſophers, III 


pawn my life on't, O that the invention 
of 
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of the Ganſaws were once perfected, that 
I might make my firſt vifit to our neigh 


bours in the moon! 
Hl. But it would be pretty in the mean 


time if the art of teleſcopes were ſo far 


perfected, that we might diſcern their 
| ſhapes and perſons diſtinétly, Cuphophron, 


and fee whether it were worth the while 


to make a viſit to them, whether they be 


not a nation of mere apes and baboons. 


Cuph. I dare ſay, Hylobares, if we 
could but ſee theſe apes and baboons 
through our teleſcopes, we ſhould ſome- 
times find them as buſily tooting through 


their tubes at us, as we at them. 
Hyl. That were a rare hit indeed, Cu- 


phophron, that the /ons of the mebanick 
philoſophy & ſhould be ſo lucky at bo- 


peep, and be able to take a mutual inter- 


view of one another at ſuch a diſtance, If 
I could once hear this news, I ſhould pre- 


ſently ſuſpect that thoſe pieces of ice that 
w Metins is faid to have contrived firſt 


into teleſcopes tumbled out of the moon. 
Cuph, Well, well, Hylobares, you 


Jeer all things ; ; but you know not what 
time may bring forth. 


Hyl. But in the mean time I am very 
ſerious in my conference with Philotheus, 


which. 


* Des-Cagtes his Dioptr, cap. 1. 
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- which your raptures have thus interrupted, 
The ſcope of whoſe diſcourſe on this point 
is, to ſhew that theſe other earths may 
not be inhabited by any other creatures. 


than ſuch as are eſſentially incapable of 1 


true religion, tho“ he may haply allow 
them to do ſuch venerations ( holy in the 
moon particularly) to out earth as the Cer- 
_ copithecus and Elephant are {aid to do to 
the moon, and ſo may exerciſe a natural 
idolatry, and that, it may be, in magnt. 


f ſcently- exſtructed temples, even in this 


utter incapacity of true religion, and con- 
ſequently of ſalvation; their condition in 
that reſpect being much like that of brutes. 
Which hypotheſis once admitted, ( and it 
is ſuch as it is hard to demonſtrate to be 
falte) the preſent difficulty J muſt confeſs 
does quite vaniſh, But becauſe from the 
prejudice of cuſtom, and habitual experi- 


' ence of our own earth's being inhabited 


by men properly ſo called, we have ſuch 


an invincible propenſion to think the ſame 


thing comes to pals in all other earths or 
planets; I beſeech you, Philotheus, eaſe 
my thoughts touching their means of ſal 
vation 1n this ſtate of the queſtion, if you. 
can. 1 
Philoth, Thoſe that are ſaved of them 
are ſaved by the ſame means that the A 
mera 
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mericans and the reſt of the Pagan world. 


that never had the opportunity of hearing 


of the hiſtory of Chriſt, were or are ſaved. 
Ihe ranſom is paid into a very righteous 


hand, that will not exact the debt rwice, 
as Sophron very ſoberly and judiciouſly 
. 4 


Chrift was intimated to the inhabitants of 
thoſe other earths by the miraculous eclipſe 
that then happened, the ſun winking to 
the reſt of the world, to give them notice 
far and wide what was tranſacting on the 
{tage of the carth in the behalf 11 all? 
Hl. You are a man of rare devices, 
Cuphophron. How came then the Ame- 


if x Who knows but the paſſion of 


ricans not to lay hold on this opportu din > 


For they had no knowledge of the tuf- 


fering of the Meſſias, till ſuch time as the 
Chriſtians brought it thither, and fetch d 


away their gold, - 5 
1 77 You know it is night with them, 
Hylobn 


that miracle. 


Hyl. But they might have taken held 


then of the miraculous ecliple of the 
moon, which was every whit as prodigi- 
cus and conſpicuous, theſe two luminaries 


being then in oppoſition, and Ga ww 


crucified about noon, © Philath, 


* 
27 
N 

4 
1 
| 
: 


res, when it is day with us; and 
therefore they miſſed the information of 


erer. + wage CEE IST YT —_ — 
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HPzpiloth. Cuphophron's conceit is witty, 


but overſlight and humourous for ſo {o- 8 


lemn and ſerious a matter, The ſum of my 


| ſolution of this difficulty, Hylobarcs, is 


___ outward ears. 


this: Lapſed ſouls, where-ever they are, 
that recover into ſincerity, are ſaved as we 
are ſaved, d Y Jed /g i, by the 
Divine Humanity, or Human Divinity, of 
the Son of God: which is the inmoſt and 
deepeſt arcanum of our Chriſtian religion. 
And it is the privilege of the Chriſlian 
world, that they have this myſtery ſo 
plainly and diſtinfly communicated to 
them by the preaching of the goſpel, But 
the efficacy of the ſaid myſtery maybe 
allo derived to them that never hear it 
found externally and hiſtorically to their 
[ For the Spirit of the Lord 
paſſes through the whole univerſe, and 
communicates this myſtery to all ſouls, 
where · ever they are, that are fitted to re- 
ceive it, in a more hidden and miraculous 
way, ſuch as himſelf and at what time 
himſelf ſhall pleaſe to make uſe of. This 
I think the moſt ſober ſolution of the pre- 
ſent difficulty, upon ſuppoſition that there 
are any men properly ſo called that in- 
habit thoſe planets or earths you ſpeak 
of, Which, whether there be or no, is 
Cs EI, „ bungen 
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uncertain to us; and therefore the allegati- 


on of ſuch unes tigte againſt certain te- 


ſlimonies for the exquiſite goodneſs of di- 


vine Providence, (as I have often intimat- 


ed) ought to be eſteemed of no value. 


XXXV. That tho? the world was created but about fix 


thouſand years ago, yet, for ought we know, it was 
created as ſoon as it could be. 


Hyl. J muſt confeſs it, Philotheus, and 
crave your pardon. But I find my very 
impertinencies in my conference with you 


. ſucceſsful and edifying. Let me propoſe 


to you but one ſcruple more, Philotheus, 


and then J ſhall give you no farther trou- 


ble. 


Sophr. I am 1 glad we are at length fo : 


near getting out of the briars. 


Philoth, I pray you, what! is that ſeruple, | 


| Hylobares : ? 


hl. It is again about the pre-exiſtence 
of the ſoul. 


Sophr, Nay, if he go back, Philotheus, 


look to yourſelf; he will come on again 


with ſuch a career, and give you ſuch a 
puſh as you never felt yer, | 


 Philoth, That cannot be help ed, So. 
phron, I muſt bear the brunt of 1 : as well 
as I can, Speak out therefore Hylobares, 
and tell your ſcruple. 

Hyl. My ſcruple is only this, How it 
can conſiſt with che infinite goodneſs of 


God 
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God, which you ſay is the meaſure of his 
Providence, (ſince that human ſouls can 
pre-exiſt and enjoy themſelves before they 
come: into theſe terreſtrial bodies) that 
they were created no ſooner than cum mun- 
do condito, which is not ſix thouſand years 
ago; whenas they might have enjoyed 


themſelves infinite millions of thouſands 


of years before. 


Pbilot h. If we rightly underſtand the 
nature of the ſoul, Hylobares, this is ne 
ſuch hard problem. For you muſt under- 


ſtand it may be an eſſential property of the 


ſoul, either vitally to actuate ſome mate- 
ria] vehicle or other, or elſe not to act at 


all. Wherefore it had been a fruſtrancous 


thing to create ſouls ſo infinite a ſpace of 
time before the corporeal world was crea- 
ted, that hypotheſis ſuppoled. . 
Hl. This may be true for ought I 
know, Philotheus: but admitting it ſo, it 
caſts me ſtill into an equal perplexity 
touching the divine Goodneſs, in that ſne 
has not thought fit that the corporeal 
world ſhould be created till within fix 
thouſand years ago, whereas it might have 
been created an infinite time before, and 
ought ſo to have been, that human ſouls 


might ſo early come into play, and live 


and act in their reſpective vehicles. 
95 Pilot h. 
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 Phileth. This is ſomething indeed * 
lobares, / 

Sophr. Did not I tell you ſo, Philothe- 
us? Our ſhip is ſunk in the very haven, 
when we were ready to land. 
Pbilop. Your heart is funk, O Sophron, 
** up your ſpirits, and be of good e 


s this the utmoſt of © as agar, 4.4 * 
. | 


Hl. It is; cure me but of this anxiety, 


15 ichen and I ſhall declare my ſelf as | 
ſound as a fiſh, and perfectly freed from 


all {cruples touching divine Providence. 


Ph1loth. But yourſelf muſt aſſiſt me then 
in your own cure. Tell me therefore, Hy- 


lobares, why do you think that the world 


Was 100 created till about ſix thouſand 


years ago? 


Hyl. That's plain from the chronology 


ol holy ſcripture. 


i Philoth. Bur have youno other argument : 
bor it, Hylobares? 


Hul. None at all chat 1. can tell of, Phi. 


© lothews. 
Ppiloth. Why then, e e the caſe 
ſtands thus. If you heartily adhere to the 
truth of the ſcripture, as you ought, I will 
declare you as ſound as a fiſh; and this 


intricate diſcourſe about Providence might 


have been the leſs needful, But if in a 
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| philoſophical wantonneſs you will not con- 
cern yourſelf in the letter of the ſcripture 


touching theorems of philoſophy, you have 


1 already declared yourſelf as and as a 
F fiſh. 


Ns net, Philotheus: but I muſt freely con- 
| feſs I do not perceive 7 own {oundnefs 
yet, unleſs I ſhould be unſound as to 


quit the ſcriptures. 
Philoth. That you will never do, if you 


rightly underſtand them. For they are 


., moſtaſſuredly the truth of Gd. 
Hyl. But how does this truth conſort 


with "his goodneſs, whenas it declares to 
us that the world has continued but about 


theſe fix thouſand years ? 
 Philoth, This earth and heaven that 
the conflagration is to paſs upon aſſuredly 


_ commenced no longer ago, Hylobares. 


But I pray you how high would you have 


the commencement of the world to begin, 
and in what order, that it may fill out the 

meaſure of that idea of goodneſs which 
you. would have its continuation ſtretched 


upon : ? 8 : 
Hil. 1 would have i it 9 no ſooner 


than it was poſſible, which is infinite myrk 


ads of years ſooner than it began. 


Pbllolb. W. ell then Hylobaces, begin 


it 


i. Vou haves caught me like a fiſh in 


s «4 E r * —— 
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it as ſoon as you will in your philoſophical 
way, and in what order you. will, and fce_ 


what will become of it, You young men 


are marvellouſly wiſe. | 


* Cuph. O that I had Hylobares' province 


now | what rare work could I make of it? 
Il. I prithee, Cuphophron, take it. 1 


know thou wilt manage it nimbly and wit- 
Cuph. Carteſianly enough, I warrant 
thee, Hylobares ; you ſhall ſec elle if L 


do not. And I will ſmartly ſay at firſt, 


that the world was to begin ſo ſoon as 


God was, his Omnipotency being cocter- 
nal to himſelf; and therefore hat- ever he 
could produce in any moment, he could 


produce as ſoon as he was, which was 
from everlaſting, Wherefore the matter 


might have been created from everlaſting, 
and, having a duc meaſure of motion im- 
parted to it, might within a little time af- 
ter have falten into the contrivance of vor- 


tices and ſuns, according to the deſcripti- 


on of the Carteſian philoſophy; that is, 
lay I, mechanically, with Des-Cartes, but 
Bathy nous ſpermatically, from an old Py- 


thagorick dream in a wood. But it is not 
material now which way it was. For whe- 


ther way ſocver, in proceſs of time, after 
theſe ſuns had ſhone through the univerſe | 
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With a free light, ſome of them being in- 


veloped with ſpots grew perfectly opake, 


and being ſuck'd in by their neighbour 
vortices became planets or earths, 


Euiſt. "Theſe are, it may be, thoſe ex- 


tui ſuns or cold ſuns that * Parmenides 
the Pythagorean taught, adding allo, that 
men were generated out of the ſun; mcan- 


ing ſurely theſe extin& or cold ones, that 
were turned into earths or planets. 


Cupb. That's a pretty obſervation, Eu- 
ORs „„ 
l. Ay, and an handſome confirmation 


alſo of Bathynous' dream, that the riſe of 


the world was not merely mechanical, but 
per matical or vital; this Parmenides be- 
ing a 8 But this is not the pre- 


ſent buſineſs. I pray you return to your 


province, Cuphophron, and bring things 
to a concluſion. „ . 

Cub. The conelufion is manifeſt of it- 
elf: that if the world did not commence 
fo early as I have defcribed, ſith it was 


poſſible it might do ſo, (but infinite myri- 


ads of years later,) that the infinite good- 


neſs of God is not the meaſure of his Pro- 
vidence, but that he has been infinitely 


leſs good than he might have been to the 


| world 
»bDiog. Laert. in vita Parmen, 
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world and to human ſouls, if they have 
continued but fix thouſand years. 


Sophr. This is {mart indeed, Cupho- | | 


g phron 


Cuph. I lore what T take upon me, So-. 
phron, to do it throughly and ſmart. Whar 4 


lay y 70u to this, Philotheus ? 


"Philoth. I ſay you have charged ſtour- 


1y and home, O Cuphophron; but I ſhall | 7 
make the force recoil again upon your 


own breaſt, if you will but freely and in- 


ge nuouſly anſwer to what I demand. 


Cuph, I ſhall, Philotheus. 
Philoth. Was there not a firſt ſix thou- 


ſand years of duration from the beginning 


of the world, ſuppoſing it began ſo timely 
as you have deſcribed? © — 
Cuph. According to my hypotheſis 55 it be- 


gan from everlaſting, and therefore the 


numbering of years from this: time to that 
will have no exitus. We {hall never come 


to the firſt ſix thouland years, 


- Philoth. That's true, O Cuphophron; ; 


but you anſwer craftily, and yet you plain- 


ly imply that there was a firſt ſix thouſand 


years, tho' we cannot come at them: but 
that is becauſe we begin at the wrong 


end. By the ſame fallacy you may con- 


clude that there is not a laſt ſix thouſand 


years, beginning your account from ever- 
Kr 3 laſting, 
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laſting, as you call it, becauſe your num- 


bring will find no exitus to us. And yet 


We are, ſuppoſe at this moment, in the 
laſt moment of the laſt fix thouſand years ; 


and ſo we ſhall be always of ſome laſt {ix 


thouſand, or at leaſt have been ſo 1 in ſuch 


diviſions, 
Cuph. That cannot be Niese, 
Ppbiloth. Wherefore, Cuphophron, pitch 
our animadverſion on the right end, that 


is to ſay, on the beginning of this infinite 
duration, as you fancy it, I mean, on 


that interval of time wherein all the whole 
univerſe was either lucid or tranſparent, 
there being nothing bur ſuns then accord- 
ing to your Carte an. hypotheſis, no 


earths or planets : was that time infinite ? 


Cuph. J mult confeſs it ſeems to me in- 


e e that it was ſo, Methinks within 


lefs than an infinite ſeries of time ſome of 


the ſuns ſhould be inveloped with ſpots, 


become comets, and afterwards earths or 


. 


Philo h. Well then. if that intent of 
time was finite, it had a finite number of f 
HY thouſand years. 

Cup. Of fix thouſand years repeated, 

you mean, Philotheus. 

Philoth. I mean fo, and would FRY 


thenee infer, that there! is moſt cyidently 
there- 


. 
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there 4 in that finite interval a firſt fix 
thouſand years as well as a laſt, 
 Cuph. It ſeems impoſſible to be athens... 


wiſe, But well, what of all this, Philo- 8 
theus? : 


Philoth. Let us fancy now ourſelves, 0 


Cuphophron, er an other rational beings, ; 
philoſophizing at the end of thoſe firſt fix 
thouſand years immediately ſucceeding 
the moſt early commencement of the world 
1 was poſhble, (for you pitched as high 


poſſibly you could ) and entertaining 
W with the very diſcourſe we 


are now upon; would not they with your. 
ſelf notwithſtanding conclude, that the 


world might have been made an infinite 


ſeries of time ſooner? 


Cuph. Not if they knew it (as y we ſup- 
poſe it) made as ſoon as poſſibly it could 


9 Very well anſwered, Cuphophron, | 
Sophr. It is too well anſwered, This 


Cuphophron has a miſchievous wit with 1 
him when he is ſet upon't. | 


Cuph. I told you, Sophron, 1 love to : 


do all things ſmartly, 


Philoth. 'T, pray you do, ' Cuphophron, 
and tell me farther, e the Ancient 


of days was then hat of ſix thouſand years 


COntinuance ; and whether thoſe diſpu- 
rants 


= phron? 
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tants we ſpeak of, unleſs it had been told 


them by Divine revelation that the world 
began as ſoon as it could, would not con- 
| fidently have conceived it might have be- 


- 
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n an infinite ſeries of time before; and. 


aſtly, whether we knowing by Divine 
revelation that the world began about ſix 


thouſand years ago, it may not for all that 


| have commenced as ſoon as poſſibly it 


could; and God, who is omnipotent, 


could as early create planets as ſuns or 


ſtſtars, and order all things as he is ſaid to 


do in fix days creation, or as we find them 


to be at this day, 
aer, Cuphophron: why do 
Fx you gape and Hare, and ſcratch your 
head where it itches not? 


Cupb. I pray you, Hylobares, take 
your province again, if you will, and 
751 it yourſelf: I have enough of it. 


Why, what's the ma; Cupho- 


Cuph, I am confounded. - 
Hyl. I am convinced, 


4 Cuph. Convinced afore- hand, I War. 
rant you, at all adventures, before Phi- 
lotheus has made any concluſion, What 


would he infer from all this? 


 Philoth, That tho' with the holy ſcrip- 


tures we admit, as all orthodox People $: 
that 
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better Greek than you 
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that the world was created but about fix 


thouſand years ago, yet, for ought we 
know, it was created as ſoon as it could; 
and therefore Hylobares his allegation, of 
the poſſibility of the world's being created 
an infinite ſeries of time ſooner, is of no 


validity againſt our aſſertion of the exqui- 1 


ſite goodneſs of Providence, which I have 
contended for all this time. 55 
XXXVI. Hylobares his exceſs of joy and high fatis{afion 
touching Providence, from the diſcourſe of Fhijo- 
theus. SO rey | | | 


Ayl. I. and your's is the victory, O 


admired Philotheus, but mine the triumph. 


Qs id ou, 9 rer? 0 NANA 


 Philop. What's the matter with Hylo- 
bares, that he raps out Greet in this un- 
uſual manner? What is it that he ſays, 
RTE l“ 
Euiſt. It is a broken ſentence of a 


_ tranſported Barbarian in Ari9phones, 00 


how am I pleaſed! how am T1 delighied # 
how am T rejoiced, and could even dance 


. 


Philop. T ſuppoſe Hylobares ſpeaks 

Enghſh, or elſe 
*tis as barbarous and rude as the Barbarian 
himſelf, 3 


Euiſt. I know what you mean, Philo- 
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polis, I humour'd it on purpoſe to the 
1 Barbarian? s Greek. 1 am rejbiced is as 
good Engliſh as XA o Greet, if 
| we will believe the critick s. 

yl. Euiſtor is got to his ſapleſs critichs 
again : but IJ am brim-full of the pleaſure 
of 1 important things and notions. O happy 


Philopolis, that brought us to this confe- 
rence! O thrice-bleſſed Philotheus, that 


has ſo divine a gift of eaſing the minds of 


the ſerious in their anxious perplexities 
about the moſt concerning matters } 


 Philop. I am glad Philotheus has 


| wroug ht ſo great a cure. 


Hil A cure, Philopolis ? it is more 
than a cure. I am not only at perfect eaſe 


touching all doubts about Divine Provi- 


dence, but in an ineffable joy and extaſy, 


rapt into paradiſe upon earth, hear the 
muſick of heaven, while I conſider the 
harmony of God, of reaſon, and the uni- 


| verſe, ſo well accorded by the ſkilfu! 
Voice of Plilotheus, How lightſome is 


k 3 heart, ſince my mind has been eaſed 


heſe perplexities! how tranſported are 
my ſpirits, how triumphant and tripudi- 
ant, that I am ready. even to ſkip out of 


my ſkin for joy ! 


Cuph, If zu be bo dancingly merry, 


Hyl o- 


— —— — — 


IXkill. 


8 moon's 's light comes not ſo plentiful- 
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Hylobares, you would do well to call for 
a fit of muſick : I have provided an inftru- 


ment almoſt as high as your raptures, Mu- 


ſick join'd to this mood will put Jou upon 


a rare pin ndeed- 


Saphir. Hylobar es wants no aid for the 


incrœsſe of his joy, but rather for the r& 


gulating of it, For in my apprehenſion he 
is in a very great emotion of mind. | 
Phileth. Melancholick perſons are 


| ſometimes in ſuch a condition upon ſuch 
like occaſions; truth being to the eye of 
the ſoul what beauty is to that of the bo· 
dy, very tranſporting. _ 


Soph. I believe a ſolemn leſſon on the | 


Theorbo would finely compoſe him, and 


Bath ynous 1 know has {kill on that inſtru- 1 
ment, and can ſing to i, 

Philoth. You ſay right, he can. I pray 
you, Rn gave us a caſt of your 


Bath. Tama very ſorry muſician, to 


venture to ling in ſuch company. I ſing 


ſometimes and play to myſelf in the dark 


ſome eaſy ſongs and leſſons, but have not 
the confidence to think others can be 
pleaſed with ſuch mean muſick. 


Cuph, You . play and ſing in the 


dark here too, Bathynous, if you will. 


Jy 


re 7 Nn 3 
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ly through the leaves of the arbour as to 
1 liſcover whether you bluſh or no, in caſe 
| you ſhould be out. Come, I pray you, 
be confident, I'll reach you the T heorbo. 
Batb. I pray you, Bathynous, let's 
hear what you can do. I know it will be 
JJ WM 
Hl. I ſhall like a ſong of Bathynous | 
his chuſing: I know it will not be unper- 
nent to our preſent purpoſe. $2 
Barb. Tis an excellent Theorbo, Cu- 
phophron: It deſerves a more ſkilful hand 
to touch it than mine. How ſweet and 
mellow, and yet how majeſtick, is the 
'.. found of it! TO + i 
hl. O how that flouriſh charms my 
| ſpirits! you have a very good hand on the 


— 
— . 


lute, Bathynous I, 
Bath. T'!l fing you a good ſong, Hylo- 
bares, tho? I have but a bad hand, and a 

worſe voice : and it ſhall be out of your 
_ own beloved hobbling poet, The phrloſo- 
— A 
 Hyl. None better: I pray you let us 
JJ) Ree onda 
XXXVII. The philoſopher's devotion. 
Bath, Sing aloud, bis praiſe rehearſs 
N bo hath made the univerſe. 
He the boundleſs heaven has ſpread, . 
All the vital orbs has bned;, © 
Hl that on Olympus high, 
Tend' his flacks with watchful eye, 


And 
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And this eye has multiply a, 
* Midft each flock for to reſide. 
Thus as round about they ſtray, 
Toucheth each with out-ſtretch'd ray. 
Nimbly they hold on their way, 
Shaping out their night and day. 
Summer, winter, autumn, pr *g. 
Their inclined axis bring. 
Never ſlack they, none reſpires, 
Dancing round their central fires. 
In due order as they move, 
Echo's favert be gently drove 
Thro' heav'n's vaſt hollowneſs, 
Which unto all corners preſs; 
DIufick that the heart of ſove 
Moves to joy and ſport ful love, 
Fills the liſtening ſailors ears 
Riding on the auandring ſphears. 
Neither. ſpeech nor language is 
Where their woice is not tranſmiſs. 
God is good, 7s wile, is ſtrong, 
Witneſs all the Creature-throng; 
I. confejs d by every tongue. 

Al! things back from wwhence they ſprung, 

Hs the then ul rivers pay 
ay they borrowed off the /ea. 
myſelf I do refign : 
2 me aubole, Jall am thine. 
Save me, God, from ſelf-defire, 
Death's pit, dark belt; raging fire, 
Fxvy, hatred, vengeancc, irt: 
Let not luſt my foul bemire. 
Quit from theſe thy praiſe Dll feng, 
Lowdly ſeweep the trembling fring. 
Bear a part, O Vi ſom? s fone, 
Freed from vain religions. 


Lo, from far I you ſalute, 
8 5 ſweetly 


* 


4. -” 
6 — 
* — 


r 5 
— —[— 
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! 
| 


philoſophy an 
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Sqaweetly warbling on my lute. 
India, Egypt, Arabie, 
Aſia, Greece, and Tartarie, 
Carmel tradis and Lebanon, 
With the mountains of the moon, 
From whence muddy Nile doth rung 
Or where-ever elſe you ue. 
Breathing in one vital air, 
One we are, the" diſtant far. 
Riſe at once, let's ſacrifice 
_ Oaburs feet, perfume the fries. 
See how heavenly lightning fires 
Hearts enflam'd with high aſpires } 
All the ſubſtance of our ſouls 
Dy in clouds of incenſe rolls. 
Leave we nothing to „ - EY 
Sade à voice, aubat need aue elſe ? 
Or an hand to wear and tire 
On the thankful lute or tyre. 
Sing aloud, his praiſe rehearſe, 
Who hath made the univerſe. 


Hyl. Your judgment is very found, O 


Sophron; this ſolemn leſſon on the theor- 
0 did not fo much increaſe my paſſion of 


Joy, as regulate, eſtabliſh, and fix it. Me- 
thought I was placed in the third heaven 


all the while I heard ſo ſweet an inſtru- 
ment, ſo lively a voice, and ſo exalted 
Beg morality Joined together in 


one harmony, 


Cupb. You was a very great way off 
then, Hylobares, if you mean the Carte- 
ſian third heaven. 


Ayl. 1 mean an higher myſtery, Cupho- 
phc On. 
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phron. A man may be in the Carteſian 
third heaven, and yet be as filly a fellow 
as I was before I conferred with Philothe- 


us. . 5 b 
_ Philop, You are the moſt rapturous and 

extatical company of people that ever 1 

met with in all my liſe; a kind of divine 


madneſs, I think, rules amongſt you, and 
the efficacy of your converſe is able to 


make others mad for company. I am ſure 


when Philotheus comes to my beloved 


theme, if he manage it with the like ſuc- 


ceſs he has done this, it will hazard my 


being at leaſt inwardly as much tranſport= 
ed as Hylobares. Which I would willing 


ty try to-morrow more timely in the after- 
noon, betwrxt three and four of the clock, 

becauſe my occafions will call me next 
day out of town, _ ho 


| Philoth. 1 am ſorry to hear of your Go 


| ſudden departure, Philopolis; but we ſhall 


not fail at that time you appoint to give 


Fou the meeting here. 


XXXVIII. The hazard and ſucceſs of the fore-going 
eon. | | . 


Sophr. And J hope Philotheus will ma- 1 


nage your theme, Philopolis, with a more 
ſteddy and ſecure ſucceſs than that of Hy- 
lobares, For the truth is, I have had many 


an aking heart for you in all this doubtful 


8 8 2 diſpute; 
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diſpute; your hardineſs ſeemed to me as 
reprovable as theirs who, when they may 


ſecurely ſtand on the firm land, or ſafel 

| pals over a ſtrong-built hg will chufe 
to commit themſelves to ſome weather- 
| beaten cock boat, when the wind is very 
rough and the waves high and toſſing, on. 
ly out of a careleſs wantonneis, or deſire 
to conflict with danger. Methought ever 


and anone I ſaw the boat ready to topple. 
over, and yourſelves put to {wim for your 


lives, or drown. _ 
Philop. But Providence did maryations 


5 ly aſſiſt her ſo carneſt and aflectionate ad- 
vocate, O Sophron. 


Sephr. She did, and I heartily 3 


tulate your ſafe arrival to land. 
Cuph, But this is but a dry and ineffec 


tual congratulation, O Sophron, Come, be- 


gin to them in a glaſs of good canarie, to 


comfort their chill hearts after the peril of 


their ſhipwreck and ſad ſea- ſtorm, Hold, 


III open the bottle. 


XXXIX. The preference of intelleQual joy before that 
Which is ſenſual. 


Hl. Stay your hand, O. Cuphophron. 
| There's none ſo chill or cold at heart as 
| you imagine. I am ſure J am all joy and 


warmth without the help of any ſuch li- 


quo. 
4 Cuph, 


Of the Providence of Gop. 447 
Cuph. It may be you are over hot, Hy. 
Jobares ; Sack 1s good even in fevers, and 
it is not unlikely but that a glaſs of it * 
cool you. 
Ayl. All the heat that T have at this 
time, be it never ſo much, is ſo ſacred 
and divine, that I will not diminiſh it in the 


Lleèaſt degree upon any pretence. 


_ Philep. 1 pray you, Cuphophron, keep 
your bottle entire till another time, J per. 
ceive it is now utterly needleſs, and your 


' liquor is too good to be caſt away in vain, 


Philoth, We all overflow with {uch Joy, 


® Cuphophron, as no terreftrial wine can 


procure, nor increaſe, nor ought to dimi- 
niſn. 5 
Euiſt. Sada think we do, Philo- 
theus; I would not drink a glaſs ol lack 
now, no not for forty pounds. 4 

Cuph. 1 have not the luck of it at this 


time to contribute to the pleaſure of this 
excellent company in any thing, my wine 
itſelf being as rejectancous as wy reaſon- 


ings. 
E J. O dear Cuphophron, be not you 
olli one touching theſe things, I'II aſ- 


ſure you, your performance was marvel- 
lous noble, and worthy the great parts 


and wit of Cuphoph: on. 


Cupb. Tis a comfortable circumſtance, 1 
that 


hl. Why, I prithee, Cuphophron, how 

| many hours, or rather minutes, is it ſince 
that confuſion firſt ſurprized thee ? 

XI. That there is an ever-anticipative eternity and inex- 

cdeterminable amplitude that are proper to the Deity only, 

|  Cuph, My mind has been ſo jumbled 

between time and eternity, that I think 1 

| Can ſpeak ſenſe in neither. What a mar- 
vellous thing is this, that God, who was 


ſuus and vortices wit 


— n CS — 
vo hap IS 
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that the cenſure of Hylobares is ſo favour- 
able, whoſe humour is to abuſe me in 
what-ever is or is not abufeable. But I 


N to thee, Hylobares, I was never 


o confounded in all my life as in that 
point of the world's poſſibility of being 
created from everlaſting. I am perfectly 


puzzled in it to this very day. 


omnipotent as ſoon as he was, and who 


was from all eternity, and could create 

a a moment that he 

was omnipotent, yet ſhould not be able to 

create the world ſo ſoon, but that there 

| - would be an eternity of duration neceſſari - 

| ly conceivable before the world's crea- 
B | NY Mr WW nos 


Bath. Yes, Cuphophron, and this mar- 


vellouſly anticipating etermty is the S 9 


per and neceſſary eternal duration of God, 


Which nothing can reach or exhauſt ; as 
that inmoſt extenſion or amplitude 3 
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appointed time to-morrow. 


= - 


will neceſſarily remain after we have ima- 


gined all matter, or what-ever elſe is re- 


moveable, removed or exterminated out 
of the world, is to be look'd upon as the 
permanent expanſion or amplitude of the 


radical eſſentiality of God. 


Cuph. This is obſcurum per obſcurins, 
Bathynous; but doubtleſs it is an higher- | 


metaphyſical point, and a man ought to 
muſter up all his metaphyſical forces that 
would grapple with it. This is a noble 


game for me alone by myſelf to purſue in 
my arbour. 5 


 Philop, Or on your pillow, Cuphophron; 


for it is very late. And therefore, courte - 


ous Cuphophron, we'll bid you good- 
night, „„ . 
Cupb. You ſay well, Philopolis, it will _ 
not be amiſs to conſult with one's pillow, 


as the proverb is, and fleep upon't. 


 Philop. Gentlemen, you'll remember the 1 


Philoth, We will not fail you, Philopo: = 
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